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Spanish Patrol Said To Intervene in New Fishing 
Conflict 


BR2103092295 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 20 Mar 95 
p 63 


[Report by Primitivo Carbajo: “Canada Intensifies 
Harassment of Galician Trawlers in Mid Ocean” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vigo—“Harassment by Canadian 
naval units is hampering the work of the 17 Galician 
trawlers fishing halibut in the NAFO [North Atlantic 
Fishing Organization] fishing grounds,” Perfecto Lopez, 
the captain of one of these trawlers, the Freiremar, com- 
plained yesterday. As a result of this attitude, the Spanish 
naval escort Vigia had to provide protection for one of the 
trawlers to which two Canadian patrol boats and a tugboat 
were coming dangerously close. 


“Harassment is much worse than before they seized the 
Estai. It has multiplied by 10,” the owner of the same 
Galician ship, Jose Rodriguez, said yesterday speaking 
over the radio. The 17 Galician refrigerated trawlers are 
fishing close to each other, at some 270 miles from 
Canada’s coast. The Portuguese ships, which until 
recently had formed a united front with the Galicians, 
have now withdrawn from the area and are fishing a 
different species. 


The Galician fleet is being harassed even by night by 
low-flying aircraft equipped with floodlights which are 
repeatedly directed at the ships. 


In the daytime “it is extremely uncomfortable to work 
with the patrol boats closing in on us, usually one from 
the port side and one from starboard,” Jose Rodriguez 
indicated. “They make our crews nervous, sometimes 
they are rather frightening.” 


Protection 


Sometimes the patrol boats come as close as 20 or 30 m 
from the trawlers. “They just make things difficult,” 
Perfecto Lopez said. “They even launched a Zodiac 
dinghy with four men in it who came in very close to film 
our activities. The only thing that reassures us in this 
situation is the presence of the Vigia escort. We feel we 
are protected,” the captain added. 


The Spanish escort was already summoned directly by 
one of the refrigerated trawlers which was being danger- 
ously approached by two Canadian patrol boats and a 
tugboat. The Vigia took up a position alongside the 
fishing boat and immediately the two Canadian units 
steered away toward a different position. “I should stress 
perhaps that these interventions by the Vigia are moti- 
vated by our fear, not by any other reason,” Lopez 
explained. 


Despite the tension which this situation is generating, the 
Spanish deep-water crews have adopted the ship owners’ 
view that they should remain in the fishing grounds as this 
is the best means of protecting them and not giving in to 
Canada’s pressure. Otherwise “a very dangerous precedent 
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would be established, because today it would be Canada, 
but tomorrow any other country might violate interna- 
tional law and not only not suffer any sanctions but 
actually remain unpunished or, even worse, such a country 
might force negotiations or obtain conditions which favor 


its own particular interests.” 
EU Fails Attempt To Convene Atlantic Fisheries 
Council 


AU2003 140895 Paris AFP in English 1331 GMT 
20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Brussels, March 20 (AFP)}— 
The European Union has failed in an atiempt to convene 
a meeting of the North West Atlantic fisheries organisa- 
tion from March 22 to 24 to discuss a dispute with 
Canada, it emerged here on Monday [20 March]. 


The meeting could not be held beczuse Canada had 
refused to participate, a spokesman for tic CL’! Commis- 
sion said. 


He said that other countries had also said that they were 
reluctant to take part, but he did not identify them. 


EU sources said that the two main countries concerned 
were Russia and South Korea. [passage omitted] 


Dutch Minister on Troop Withdrawal From 
Srebrenica 


BR2003161895 Hilversum Nederland-1 Television 
Network in Dutch 1900 GMT 18 Mar 95 


[Video report by Paul Sneijder in New York] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Announcer] The Netherlands 
has asked the United Nations to replace the more than 
650 Netherlands UN troops in Srebrenica in Bosnia. 
Defense Minister Voorhoeve has handed over this 
request to UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- Ghali. It 
is a awkward request because it will be hard for the 
United Nations to find replacement troops. 


[Begin recording] [Sneijder] UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali was full of praise for the Netherlands Blue 
Helmets in the former Yugoslavia. Nevertheless, Minister 
Voorhoeve has officially requested the secretary general to 
look for a replacement for the Netherlands troops in 
Srebrenica. Their term of one and a half years ends in 
June, and Voorhoeve thinks that the Netherlands will have 
amply met its commitments by then. 


[Voorhoeve] The secretary general thought it was a 
reasonable but difficult request; reasonable because he 
knows we have fulfilled this difficult mission for one and 
a half years; difficult because he knows that not many 
countries will be found willing to take over this task from 
us. The other countries, too, know that it is a difficult 
mission. 
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[Sneijder] What will the Netherlands do if no replace- 
ment troops are found? 


[Voorhoeve] We will not answer this question until this 
is actually the case. 


[Sneijder] The man in charge of finding replacement 
troops is Undersecretary (Annan), who is responsible for 
peacekeeping missions. So far he has not found any, but 
Voorhoeve made the following concession: 


[Voorhoeve] If replacement troops are found, we will be 
willing to take on another mission in Bosnia. 


{Sneijder} Meanwhile, at Minister Voorhoeve's request, 
the United Nations will make sure that the position of 
the Netherlands troops in Srebrenica improves. So far 
the enclave could only be supplied overland, with all the 
well known consequences. Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali has now promised that it will also be 
possible to supply Srebrenica via an air lift. [end 
recording} 


Gen Janvier Optimistic Over UNPROFOR's New 
Mandate 


BR2003150195 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 20 Mar 95 p 4 


{Interview with U NPROFOR Commander General Ber- 
nard Janvier, by Michel Rosten in Beli Manastir, 
Croatia, on 18 March: “No Desire To Resume the War] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Rosten] The chiefs of staff of the 
countries providing UNPROFOR [UN Protection 
Force] troops met last December in The Hague. They 
submitted military recommendations to the politicians. 
Were they heeded, General Janvier? 


[Janvier] I would first like to remind you that the 
meeting of chiefs of staff of contributing countries in The 
Hague was specifically concerned with Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. In this context and at that time, we were 
facing a stalemate situation coupled with quite consid- 
erable constraints on UNPROFOR'’s freedom of move- 
ment. Since then Bosnia has seen the cease-fire signed on 
31 December and the agreement on the cessation of 
hostilities. The decisions taken have been implemented 
in part, with reinforcements where necessary; for the 
rest, the planned resources have been placed on hold in 
order to be in a position to respond to a possible 
development in the situation. 


[Rosten] The latest negotiations conducted by yourself 
and Mr. Akashi in Sarajevo ended in failure. What 
remains to be done now to stop a return to war in 
Bosnia? 


[Janvier] You cannot simply state that negotiations have 
failed. Any negotiation leaves sore lasting traces which 
serve as a basis for further thought. We very much hope 
that, in the framework of the agreement for the cessation 
of hostilities signed by the parties, the central and 
regional committees will be able to meet. These are 
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specifically intended to study at the appropriate level the 
possible solutions to the various problems, such as the 
exchange of prisoners, the definition of the confronta- 
tion line, freedom of movement, etc. 


[Rosten] On 12 January President Tudjman refused to 
renew the man“ate of the Blue Helmets. Eight days ago 
in Copenhagen ine agreed in principle to a compromise 
intended to significantly reduce their numbers and 
modify their mandate. In the meantime, a military 
agreement has been reached in the framework of the 
Croatian-Muslim federation. Is it possible to interpret 
these signals otherwise than as the expression of a desire 
to renew the war? 


[Janvier] I do not believe there is a desire to renew the 
war. On the contrary, we must be very confident and the 
statements by the Croats and the press reports on main- 
taining an international force in Croatia certainly suggest 
a desire not to return to the fighting. 


Appointed Minsk Group Postpones Nagorno- 
Karabakh Talks 


AU2003135395 Paris AFP in English 1305 GMT 
20 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Vienna, March 20 (AFP)}— 
International mediators on Monday [20 March] post- 
poned peace negotiaiions due to start in Stockholm on 
the disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, saying con- 
ditions were not right for talks. 


The 12-nation Minsk Group, appointed by the Organi- 
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
to find a solution to the dispute, said Russia and Sweden, 
which co-chair the group, had put back the talks, due to 
last from March 20-24, with regret. 


Sources at the organization’s Vienna headquarters said 
they had been forced to postpone the talks because 
Azerbaijan refused to recognize the delegation from 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


“The co-chairmanship deplores that it has found it 
necessary to take this decision at a time when a ceascfire 
has been in effect in the region for 10 months and the 
process in search of a stable peace consequently should 
be intensified,” the OSCE said. 


At least 20,000 people have died in seven years of 
fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, a region of Azerbaijan 
with a majority Armenian population, where a fragile 
ceasefire is still holding. 


The international mediators said they would take steps 
to ensure the continuation of the peace process and 
strongly urged all parties in the conflict to show a more 
sincere will to negotiate and compromise on crucial 
issues. 

They intend to visit the region in the near future to 
consult the different parties and aim to restart negotia- 
tions in April, according to sources at the OSCE, which 
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plans to send between 3,000 and 4,000 peacekeeping § among other things regarding the “nonaggression agree- 
troops into Nagorno-Karabakh. ment” aspect. According to him, endorsing this would be 
admitting that NATO is more than a mere defense 


EU Foreign Ministers Propose NATO-Moscow organization. 
‘Charter’ 


IAEA Chief Blix Views Prolongation of NPT 
AU2003172695 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 





BR2003 161495 Paris LE MONDE in French 20 Mar 95 


p10 20 Mar 95 p 3 
[Article by Jean Quatremer: “Fifteen Propose NATO- [interview with IAEA Director General Hans Blix by 
Moscow Agreement] Peter Krotky; place and date not given: “New Nuclear 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Fifteen did not attempt to Tat Not Before 1996") 

hide their concern about the evolution of Boris Yeltsin's [FBIS Translated Text] [Krotky] In early April, the 
regime. After long indecision, the [foreign] ministers reviewing conference for the Nonproliferation Treaty 
finally admitted bluntly that their “diagnosis” about [NPT] will begin in New York. Could the world be 
Russia was “concerned,” as explained by French Foreign = without a nuclear control recime after this conference? 


Minister Alain Juppe. He condemned the “breakdown : 
within the a a the slower pace of change [Blix] The United States and some other industrial states 


toward a market economy, and of course the war in want an unlimited, unconditional prolongation of the 
Chechnya. On Saturday [18 March], the Fifteen thus ‘ety. They proceed on the assumption that about half 


0 f the 172 signatory states also take this view. At the 
sought an agreement “on the main thrusts of that which ¢ 
could become the EU’s policy toward Russia,” in Alain same time, there are several states that do not want this. 


Juppe’s words. Instead of attempting to influence events And some are still undecided. At present, I really cannot 


through empty threats, the Fifteen have put together a Predict the result. 

number of diplomatic baits meant to convince Yeltsinhe = One possibility would be to prolong the treaty for a 
should go back to the straight and narrow. “We favora —_— certain period, with reviewing conferences every five 
process of irreversible reforms,” Juppe said, “not thisor —_ years. Another possibility would be for the conference to 
that individual.” take place in April and May, but then to adjourn and not 
come together before 1996. This would also be in line 


The usual promises were made concerning the Fifteen ' nes | 
helping Russia to become part of the Council of Europe, ee en ee sally valid ond i = 


the G-7 (its political component), and the World Trade ' ' eer 
Organization once its domestic situation has normal- verification regime would continus to Se maintsined. 


ized. However, the major new element to have come out = At any rate, the NPT will continue to exist—in whatever 
of this weekend [in Carcassonne] is probably an offer |§ way—with all the commitments resulting from it and 
from the EU, according to which Russia could sign with with all control mechanisms for which the International 
the Atlantic alliance, “in due time,” an “agreement, a Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] is responsible. 


treaty or a charter” which would include a “consultation 
mechanism” and a “nonaggression agreement.” This _ (Krotky] Does the IAEA mandate suffice to efficiently 
idea was brought forward on 30 January by Juppe. prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons? In the case 

of Iraq, for example, the [AEA has not cut a very good 
An idea the Fifteen—including 11 NATO members— __figure.... 


have made their own. However, “first of all,” as German ;, ; ; : 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel made it clear, “Russia oe by _ the Se ae ao 
[must] accept the ‘Partnership for Peace’ and give up “17 d system ‘ble te rengin he I AEA 
opposing enlargement.” In December, Moscow had a at 0 was cg that, bypassing t 
declined at the last minute to join this partnership in SO" a byl v1 eh 4 nuclear pn er 
order to signify its displeasure at notions of NATO Beca BES CAPSSVENCE, ~ thiees koou 
enlargement. By proposing such a treaty, the Fifteen ‘© 8fant_us increased access to three things: Access to 
more information, better access to nuclear facilities, and 


want to “avoid making Russia feel that this process is ae xs Ay wee 
meant to isolate it and that it is directed against it,” in ——_ —w Council if a first violation of the 


the words of the French Foreign Minister. 

eames - Moreover, during the next session of our supervisory 
Thus the EU is ready to give Russia the “distinct status organ, the Governors’ Council, on 27 March, we will 
it has been demanding within the European security present several proposals for the improvement of the 
framework. According to Moscow, its own status 8 @ — inspections. They were developed in the past two years 
major power implies that it should be treated unlike the = 4.4 tested in some states, among them, for example 
other Central and Eastern European countries. One last Canada or Sweden. They are working, , , 
unknown is the reaction of the United States. A U.S. , 
diplomat in Carcassonne clearly had doubts about this, {[Krotky] Might a case like Iraq not happen once again? 
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[Blix] One can never be absolutely sure. We can only 
report that certain inspections have been carned out in 
one country and that nothing has been found that would 
suggest to us that one is working on a secret nuclear 
program. The new control measures that we will propose 
would, of course. further increase security. However, 
because of the size of states alone and the ensuing 
opportunity to conceal and to hide activities, one can 
never be absolutely sure. 


[Krotky] Might Iran become a second Iraq? 


[Biix] Iran ts regularly checked. And we do not give a 
carte blanche to any country—thus, not to Iran either. In 
concrete terms: Our inspections are proceeding without 
probiems in Iran. The Iranians are cooperating well with 
us. So far, we have not had a reason to assume that they 
want to withhold something. 


[Krotky] But the United States sticks to its assertion that 
Iran is working on a nuclear program... 


[Blix] At any rate, neither the United States nor someone 
else has proven to the IAEA that Iran is not fulfilling its 
commitments arising from the NPT. 


[Krotky] With which other states are there problems? 


[Blix] India, Pakistan, and Israel continue to be the most 
important outsiders of the NPT. In addition, there are, 
of course, the difficulties on the Korean peninsula. 
Regarding Israel: Some Arab states think that Israel— 
which one assumes has nuclear weapons—does not plan 
to accede to the NPT or at least commits itself to a 
timetable for accession. In this question there are no 
indications whatsoever of a change. 


[Krotky] What about the difficulties on the territory of 
the former Soviet Union, with the key word being 
nuclear smuggling? 


[Blix] All nuclear states that were created after the 
breakdown of the USSR—that is, Russia, Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Kazakhstan—have meanwhile acceded to 
the NPT and permit inspections. One can say: The 
“Soviet problem” is over. 

We also try to help these states prevent nuclear smug- 
gling. But the present measures in this field are not 
sufficient. However, altogether | would say that nuclear 
smuggling is a serious problem, but not a critical 
problem. 


{[Krotky] What actually are the arguments against the 
prolongation of the NPT” 


[Blix] Many states in the Third World believe that not 
enough progress has been made in nuclear disarmament, 
to which the treaty actually binds the official nuclear 
states. Moreover, the treaty also contains the exchange of 
civilian nuclear technology with states that submit to the 
obligations of the treaty. But several states believe—see 
the latest discussion in the case of Iran—that they are 
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being denied this technology. However, in contrast to 
that, such technology ts to be delivered to North Korea, 


for example. 


[Krotky] Do you believe that some states will really not 
sign a new treaty when it is important? 


[Blix] Some states are threatening to do that. But | tell 
their representatives again and again: Will you have any 
influence if you withdraw from the treaty? Do you 
believe that you will be more successful in achieving 
your goal? In any case, I do not believe that the treaty as 
such 1s in danger. 

[Krotky] What role might the IAEA play in the case of a 
nuclear test cessation agreement? 


[Blix] I hardly believe that such an agreement can be 
expected before the end of the year. However, once it is 
negotiated, the question of its verification will arise. At 
any rate, the [AEA would be able to take over at Icast 
part of the tasks resulting from it. It seems to me logical 
that Vienna will be the seat of an organization examining 
a test stop agreement, either as part of the IAEA or as an 
independent organization. We would have the advantage 
that we have already 200 trained inspectors and an 
adequate administrative structure. Therefore. the alter- 
native within the IAEA framework would be cheaper 
than a new organization. 


[Krotky] The United Nations is suffering from a chronic 
shortage of money. Does the IAEA have sufficient 
resources tc \ulfill its tasks? 


[Blix] We do not have burning financial probiems, 
although our budget has not been increased for 10 years. 
However. our tasks have increased in the same period. 
We have coped with it by consistent rationalization. 
Therefore, our member states are not satisfied with us. In 
contrast to other parts of the UN system, we have never 


been reproached for waste. 


Santer on EMU Criteria, Swedish Qualifications 


9SENOI66A Stockholm VECKANS AFFARER in 
Swedish 20 Feb 95 pp 26-27 


{Interview with EU Commission President Jacques 
Santer by Ewa Hedlund, in Brussels, date not given: 
“ “We Must not Soften EMU"”| 


Jacques Santer, the new president of the EL’ Commission, 
is a low-voiced and correct man. But in this exclusive 
interview with VECKANS AFFARER's correspondent in 
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quotas. He has irritated the British Government with 


[Hedlund] What do you want to achieve during these 
five years? 


[Santer] The program I have presented is practical and 
pragmatic. I have noticed that in quite a number of areas 
where work has been started, it has not been completed. 
Take, for example, the environmental area. There are 17 
proposals that the Commission has presented to Parlia- 
ment, but the members of Parliament have not yet taken 
a stand on them. We cannot submit 17 new proposals 
before the old ones are adopted. We must complete 
programs before we can start new ones. That is the spirit 
in which I want to work. 


I and my colleagues on the Commission are paid to 
implement the treaty to the letter. 


[Hedlund] Among other things, that means imple- 
menting the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). 
You say very flatly that the member countries must stick 
to the timetable and introduce the EMU in 1997. What 
specific signs do you see making that timetable possible? 


[Santer] First of all, we are currently i:. a period of 
prosperity. All the member countries, with some slight 
differences among them, are experiencing an economic 
boom. 


Second, we have handled the turbulence within the 
Economic and Monetary System (EMS) much better 
than we expected to in 1993. It was being said then that 
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the EMS was dead. But the system is not dead. It has 
proven to be very resistant. The member countries have 
not used the wider band in the exchange rate mechanism 
to increase their competitiveness through devaluations. 


Lastly, most of the countries have shown that they want 
to introduce convergence programs. Even though the 
results of the policy in the member countries are some- 
times different, one must remember that the countries 
are now moving in the same political direction. They 
were not doing so in 1989. Back then the direction being 
followed in the economic policies of the member coun- 
tries still differed greatly. 


That is why there 1s now good reason to believe that we 
can stick to the timetable. 


[Hedlund] There are still big differences between indi- 
vidual countries. Sweden is having trouble meeting the 
criteria within just two years. Isn't it being a little 
optimistic to believe that the majority of the EU coun- 
tries will be able to enter the EMU in just two years? 


[Santer] Several countries will have to make more 
progress in order to meet the criteria. But I am still 
sticking to 1997. 


[Hedlund] Do you mean that Sweden must revise its 
economic policy and adjust to the other EU countries in 
order to become a merber of the EMU? 


[Santer] Of course it must. If Sweden wants to partici- 
pate in the EMU along with the other countries, it must 
meet the criteria. 

[Hedlund] So Sweden must introduce a new economic 
policy, right? 

[Santer] Well, Sweden is making a big effort just now. 
But it is an effort that obviously takes time. 


[Hedlund] Several countries have large deficits. Is it 
possible to stretch the deficit criteria? 


[Santer] No, I feel that we must follow the convergence 
criteria very strictly, just as they are set forth in the 
Maastricht treaty. We must not water them down or 
soften them. Nor must we adopt a flexible interpretation. 
I am unrelenting when it comes to the criteria. 


[Hedlund] Does this mean that the EU is going to 
develop at two or three speeds? 


[Santer] There is nothing in the Maastricht treaty saying 
that all the member countnes must enter the third phase 
of the EMU at the same time. If certain countries fall 
behind, we will respect that. If some countries cannot 
meet the 1997 deadline, we must give them a chance to 
catch up with those ahead of them. Those different 
speeds are not a goal but a means of allowing countries 
that do not meet the criteria to catch up with the ones 
that are able to join the EMU in 1997. 


[Hedlund] Which countries do you think will be first? 
Will Sweden be one of them? 
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[Santer] I don’t want to make any predictions. In a few 
years we will see how many countries have succeeded. 


[Hedlund] How do preparations for the EMU look? 


[Santer] In 1996 the Council of Ministers will have to 
decide when the third phase is to begin. The Commission 
will prepare a report as a basis for that decision by the 
ministers. At the moment we are preparing a green book 
on the technical preparations. We are doing all we can to 
ensure that we meet the deadline. It will not be the fault 
of us on the Commission if it is impossible to stick to the 
deadline. 

[Hedlund] Austria is the only new member to have 
entered the EMS. When do you expect Sweden to join? 


[Santer] That is up to Sweden, if the country satisfies the 
conditions. 


[Hedlund] Does Sweden satisfy the conditions today” 
[Santer] We must examine that very carefully. 


[Hedlund] The EU is often accused of being protec- 
tionist and of pursuing a policy of subsidies to protect 
European companies. The French derands for TV 


quotas are a recent example. Is this a policy that you 
want to change” 


[Santer] The EU is the least protectionist community in 
the world. The EU's customs tariffs are lower than those 
in other countries, with the possible exception of its 
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agricultural tariffs. It was also because of our unity 
within the EU that the GATT round was brought to a 
successful conclusion. 


As far as the quotas are concerned, I don’t support them, 
but look at the U.S. market. The EU has ! percent of the 
U.S. audiovisual market. The United States has 80 
percent of the European market. So the EU cannot * y 
be accused of being protectionist. 

it ts true that certain areas are subsidized—agriculture, 
for example. But the subsidies do not amount to more 
than 3 percent of our combined agricultural gross 
national product. And we must remember that those 
subsidies do not distort cony tion within the EU. 


[Hedlund] The Commission is often described as an 
unwieldy bureaucracy. Do you have an ambition to alter 
that picture? 

[Santer] I don’t share that view. But | agree that that is 


the picture many people have of the Commission. It 1s up 
to us to show that such is not the case. 


[Hedlund] How? 


[Santer] By making certain changes. We often hear that 
the Commission is packed with technocrats. But now the 
Commission is headed mainly by politicians, so we now 
have democratic legitimacy. We must help everyone to 
understand that this Commission exerts political influ- 
ence and no longer has a technocratic profile. 
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UK European Defense Policy Memorandum 
Welcomed By EU 

MS2103130895 London "HE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 21 Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by Christopher Lockwood: “EU Members 
Delighted as Britain Leads Defense Initiative”) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] It is not often that Britain does 
something to delight the rest of Europe. But it happened 
in Carcassonne at the weekend. 


What Britain did was to table a mernorandum on the 
future of European defence policy. T& ve surprise of 
many, this gives British approval to f< ¢*« velopment of 
a strong European pillar within the orth Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation. 


Barely able to control his glee, the French Five gn 
Secretary, M Alain Juppe praised the meme 3:. “from the 
French point of view, very attractive and micrésting™ 
The paper was welcomed by half-a-<dozen countries and 
criticised only by Belgium, which found it insufficiently 
federalist by its own exacting standards. 

The paper, details of which were given by Mr John 
Major on March |, states that Britain is prepared to 
devote its considerable resources to developing the 
Western European Union [WEU], for many years merely 
a diplomatic joke, as, simultaneously, the European 
component of Nato and as the defence component of the 
European Union. 


Britain has concluded that such an arrangement offers 
the best hope of preserving Nato, by permitting its 
military assets to be contracted out to the WEU for 
military operations which Europe wants done but which 
the Americans may not wish to become involved in. 
America shares this analysis: it has, after long hesitation, 
given its blessing to the necessary restructuring of the 
Nato command structure. 


At the same time, the paper argues, the primacy of Nato 
will be retained, and Europe should refrain from using 
the WEU to present America with a pre-negotiated 
position, cooked up by a European “caucus”. 


The gamble is to assume that by seizing the initiative at 
an carly stage, Britain vill be able to head off demands 
for something much more like a “Euro-army” in 1996, 
whea the Maastricht Treaty is reviewed 


Mr Hurd appeared confident that his move would pay 
off at the weekend, predicting that whatever came out of 
1996 would look pretty like the British proposal. But at 
the same meeting, it was made cicar by those who dream 
the federalist dream that even Mr Hurd's limited pro- 
posals will sot blunt the desire of Europeans to decide 
their own defence policy, to some extent independently 
of the Americans. 


For at Carcassonne, famous mainly for having been the 
centre of the medieval heresy known as Catharism, 
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something rather extraordinary happened. For the first 
time, the EU dared to think for itself about a vital matter 
of security policy, affecting both Russia and Nato. 
Although the details remain sketched not drawn, the 
conclusions undecided, the ministers reached a provi- 
sional agreement that some form of no»-aggression pact, 
treaty or charter should be signed between Nato and 
Russia. 


America was not present and of the 15 EU countries four 
are not even Nato members. But the decision was taken, 
despite Mr Hurd’s efforts afterwards to downplay its 
significance. 

“This is very good news indeed,” said one of Europe's 
most fanatical federalists, in attendance at Carcassonne. 
“This marks the true beginning of the European Union's 
defence pillar.” 

American sources in Brussels have already displayed 
signs of disquiet. They were unhappy that such discus- 
sions were going on in the EU rather than at the Nato 
Council, they sensed the formation of a European 
“caucus”, and they do not, in any case, like the idea of a 
nonaggression pact since it seems to imply that Nato has 
aggressive intentions. 

Perhaps, when the histories of the late 20th century are 
written, Carcassonne will once again be identified as the 
birthplace of a heresy. 


WEU's Cutileiro Views Future Security Structures 


BR2103112495 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 19 Mar 95 p 11 


[Report on .nterview with WEU Secretary General Jose 
Cutileiro by Emily von Sydow in Brussels; no date given: 
“European Defense Policy Must Be Based on Com- 
pletely Unanimous Decisions”} 


[FBIS Transiated Text] Brussels—Jose Cutileiro is the 
man who is going to put some teeth into the Western 
European Union [WEU], the EU's defense and security 
policy arm. He is doing so ai a time when EU foreign and 
security policy is groping for clear rules, which it is 
hoped that the Intergovernmentail Conference in 1996 
will come up with. 


Cutileiro succeeded Dutchman Willem van Eekelen in 
the position of secretary general in November last year. 
According to Cutileiro, the WEU must have operational 
capabilities if it is to be credible. 

“The WEU has led a dormant existence for a long time, 


and has long been a very unimportant organization,” 
Cutileiro said 


Future Analyst 


A keen cigarillo-smoker, the 61-year-old is a professional 
diplomat. He has a Swedish wife, but he says his Swedish 
is limited to polite phrases. 
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His last post was that of future analyst at the Foreign 
Ministry in Lisbon. 


When Portugal held the chairmanship of the EU, he was 
appointed along with Lord Carrington in the spring of 
1992. to push the peace process in the former Yugo- 
slavia. Their plan, which many consider to be the only 
one during the process which actually came close to a 
realistic and peaceful solution, was largely his achieve- 
ment. 


The plan divided Bosnia into three parts, with 60 percent 
going to the Bosnians, about 25 »ercent to the Serbs, and 
the rest to the Croats. But during a visit to Washia,,;ton, 
Bosnian leader Izetbegovic was persuaded by the Amer- 
icans that they would arrange for a better offer, and 
izetbegovic then withdrew. 


Intelligence Service Strengthened 

The secretary general wants to strengthen the military 
division of the WEU, which occupies the second story of 
the organization's headquarters in the Rue de la Regence 
in central Brussels, adjacent to the royal palace and 
opposite the art museum. It is a palatial newly built 
building that was once a bank and WEU personnel are 
surrounded by dark wood panelling and soft carpets. 


When the organization moved here from London a few 
years ago, the premises seemed enormous, but today this 
palace 1s already too small, particularly if the WEU is to 
meet the challenges of the future. 


One of them is strengthening the intelligence service-— 
something which Cutileiro is pushing for strongly. He 
said that after the end of the Cold War many countries 
wanted to see a move toward a European defense capa- 
bility. In its little manual the WEU describes a develop- 
ment toward three arms organizing European defense 
and security policy: This is a refreshing simplification, 
which gives a certain structure to the mishmash of 
security policy abbreviations surrounding this subject: 


—The European level should be organized by the WEU 
and the EU. 


—NATO should look after the Euro-Atlantic level 
together with the council on cooperation, NACC, in 
which Eastern European countries also participate. 


—The pan-European level should be looked afler by the 
European Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, OSC E, formerly the CSCE [Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe]. 


Not a Competitor With NATO 


Cutileiro emphasized that the WEU is not in any way a 
competitor with NATO, which is obviously the big- 
brother in this area. He also emphasizcd that he believes 
that defense and security policy must be based on 
cooperation between nations, i.¢. complete unanimity on 
decisions. He sand that security policy issues in Finland 
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had a relatively high profile now before the Riksdag 
elections, and said he was not surprised: 


“If I lived in a little house down there on Sablon 
Square,” he said, moving his hand toward the windows 
facing onto the old eightcenth-century square adjacent to 
the WEU's magnificent premises, “and a huge sky- 
scraper beside me started to shake, | would be very 
nervous.” 


Unstable Russia Is a Security Threat 


Cutileiro thinks that the security threat posed by an 
unstable Russia should not be underestimated, and said 
he regrets that all the NATO countries, with the excep- 
tion of France and Greece, have made such drastic cuts 
in their defense budgets. 

“I would like to see the policy of reduced defense 
spending changed,” he said. “The world is not more 
secure now, even though the deadly threat we lived with 
during the balance of terror kept the smal! conflicts on 
check. Today countries which get themselves involved 11 
minor conflicts often do not have any rea! pressure put 
on them to calm dows.” 


Members and Observers 


Today the WEU has ten members. They are all EU and 
NATO members. Greece recently ratified membership 
and became the tenth member. The only NATO and EU 
member not in the WEU is Denmark, which is anxious 
about the WEU developing in the direction of a Euro- 
pean army. 


Neutral EU members Finland, Sweden, Ireland, and 
Austria are observers in the WEU. As observers they take 


part in mectings. 


The NATO members which are not EU members— 
iceland, Norway, and Turkey—are associate members. 
They take a full part in the WEU's activities but cannot 
block any decisions. 


Cutileiro sees no problem at ali in having a group of 
neutral EU members under his wing, even though they 
are not genuine members. The idea behind the different 
forms of membership which allow degrees of involve- 
ment is precisely to provide opportunities for many 
countries. With 18 members, associate members, and 
= the family is, howev-r, complete, the WEU 
thinks. 


One of the major complications in the life of the WEU 
right now is that it has not been possible to clarify the 
rules on how joint WEU and NATO forces should be 
administered. The idea behind the CJTF, or compiaed 
joint task forces, is that the WEU siould be abic to 
borrow forces from the NATO pantry when needed, and 
place them under WEU command. 


The only troops the WEU has under its command today 
are the Eurocorps. Cutileiro mentioned them almost in 
passing. They are composed mainly of German and 
French troops. 
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“Theoretically they are tied to the WEU and should be 
able to supply 50,000 men,” he said. Cynics say that 
there is nothing very European about the CJTF, as 
NATO and thus implicitly US approval is required in 
every instance, and a seasoned commentator on security 
matters says this means that Washington still has to be 
asked for permission. 


Cutileiro said that he hopes the question of the troops’ 
command will ve resolved during the course of this year. 
He thinks that the old division in security policy between 
the “Atlanticists,” who want to retain close ties to the 
United States (primarily Great Britain, Portugal, and the 
Netherlands) and the “continentalists” {France prima- 
rily) no longer applies: 


“Everyone agrees today that the Atlantic alliance is the 
cornerstone of European defense. The French do too, if 
you listen to Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, for example. 
But this does not preclude the necessity of strengthening 
our own defense dimension. This will also facilitate 
transatlantic relations,” Cutileiro explained. 


Foreign Ministers Discuss WEU 


The future of the WEU will be discussed at the informal 
meeting of foreign ministers in Carcassonne in France at 
the weekend. It was the British who chose to put the 
WEU on the agenda, because the British want to outline 
their view of future European security policy. 


Defense Secretary Malcolm Rifkind and Foreign Secre- 
tary Douglas Hurd have written a memorandum on this 
subject which they have sent to all EU member coun- 
tries. 


The British paper is rather open to interpretation, 
according to individual taste. The WEU should remain 
as it is, the British say, but add that the WEU should be 
able to act operationally in a situation in which the 
Americans are not tempted to participate. 
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Cutileiro mentioned several such potential, so-called 
out-of-area operations: Yugoslavia, obviously; Algeria 
and Rwanda, for example. It is important not to dupli- 
cate activities unnecessarily. Therefore some coordina- 
tion is needed. 


“Europe has global interests and a need to defend them,” 
Cutileiro said. 


Ministers Committed to EU-Mediterranean 
Free-Trade Zone 


BR2003 161695 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 20 Mar 95 p 9 


(Unattributed report: “Free Trade: The Opening Up to 
the Mediterranean by the 15" 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The 15 foreign ministers of 
the EU, who met on the weekend in Carcassone [France], 
reaffirmed their agreement to create a large Euro- 
Mediterranean free-trade zone in the next 15 years. This 
will be the object of a ministerial conference at the end of 
November in Barcelona. 


“We have discussed this conference in a detailed way 
and we all believe that it will be an important event for 
the EU and for the development of its foreign relations,” 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe declared. Speaking of the 
creation of this large free-trade zone, he said that he 
hoped that in financial planning for the years 1995- 1999 
Europe would reach the point of a “relative balance” 
between efforts made toward Central and Eastern 
Europe and those made toward the Mediterranean. 


The Spanish and the Italians do not stop asking that 
equal attention be paid to these two regions. The Euro- 
pean Commission has suggested freeing up 5.5 billion 
ECU's in the community budget to finance the imple- 
mentation of the partnership during this time period. 


[passage omitted] 
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Posiebens on Participation in European Security 
ystem 

AU2103095295 Vienna KURIER in German 20 Mar 95 
p3 


[Interview with Austrian Defense Minister Werner Fass- 
labend by KURIER; place and date not given: “We 
Cannot Buy Ourselves Out”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] [KURIER] What can Austria's 
contribution to a European security system be? 


[Fasslabend] Starting from the three big strategic fields 
of Europe—the stability zone of Western Europe, the 
zone of instability of Eastern Europe, and the trouble 
spot of the Balkans—Austria, which is at the intersection 
of these strategic fields, has, of course, an increased 
interest in a joint security and defense policy. We must 
be clearly established in the Western stability zone. 


{[KURIER] There are already NATO and the Western 
European Union, WEU, the security arm of the Euro- 
pean Union. Which of these structures will the future EU 
security policy use? 


[Fasslabend] One can proceed on the assumption that 
the European security structure will consist of the three 
big organizations, the European Union, the WEU, and 
NATO—however, in a changed form. Austria should 
first strive for full WEU membership in order to have the 
right of full co-determination. 


[KURIER] In the European Union, the development of 
the joint Eurocorps is already being discussed. Should 
Austria participate? 


[Fasslabend] The essence of the joint European security 
policy are not the joint units, but a new European 
security doctrine and measures for the best possible 
protection of the people in Western Europe and thus of 
Austria. Experts proceed on the assumption that a Euro- 
pean army will probably only exist there in 20 to 30 
years. 


{[KURIER] The EU discussion papers say that the 
member states should either participate militarily or 
with higher financial contributions. 


{Fasslabend] It is certainly not cheaper to stay outside 
than to be inside it—on the contrary. We will also have 
to make our contribution to a security system. 


{[KURIER] Will this only be a financial contribution or 
also a real one? 


[Fasslabend] Austria has always chosen the road of 
making also a real contribution to the securing of peace, 
for example, within the framework of the UN peace 
missions. Since we are more interested in a security 
system than all others because of our geopolitical situa- 
tion, we will, of course, also have to make a solidarity 
contribution and not be able to simply buy ourselves out. 
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Vranitzky on Domestic Problems, EU Government 
Conference 


AU2103 103095 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Mar 95 p 3 


{Report on interview with Austrian Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky by Klaus Bender and Reinhard Olt in Vienna 
on 19 March: “Basic Consensus in Austria Not in 
Jeopardy”] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Franz Vranitzky is bursting 
with energy. He does not show that he has been under the 
worst domestic and foreign policy strain over the past 
weeks and months. The October 1994 elections battered 
his party, the Social Democratic Party of Austria [SPOe]. 
The subsequent forming of the coalition cabinet with the 
Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] was nerve-racking. The 
barrage from the opposition parties—the Movement for 
Freedom, the Liberal Forum, and the Greens—is 
increasing owing to their greater importance, because the 
SPOe and OeVP have lost their two- thirds majority in 
the Nationalrat (parliament). But that does not worry 
him. He has completed the budget consolidation 
unscathed—despite attacks even from within the ranks 
of the coalition. Vranitzky is aware of the imponderables 
regarding the economic cycle and the development of 
expenditure. Nonetheless, the Austrian chancellor, who 
is convinced of his policy, is looking forward with 
self-confidence. 

In the domestic policy debate, differences of opinion 
with President Klestil and Foreign Minister Mock tem- 
porarily came into the limelight. In an interview with 
this newspaper, the chancellor says that his relationship 
with both politicians is “organized and functioning.” 
Nothing is left of those differences—especially with 
Klestil. Vranitzky says that for almost nine years, he has 
“always interpreted” his office of chancellor “in the 
same way,” and sees “no reason to change” his position. 
Regarding security and neutrality policy, the differences 
with both “are not really serious in substance.” Vran- 
itzky says that the neutrality debate in Vienna “on the 
eve of the EU government conference of 1996,” which 
will “also have to agree on a common foreign and 
security policy in connection with the Maastricht 
Treaty,” is “not very important.” The 15 members will 
have to make a common decision on the instruments of 
a common foreign and security policy. In this respect, 
their different status as NATO and Western European 
Union [WEU] members and nonaligned countries must 
be considered. 


As for the rest, the North Atlantic Alliance has seriously 
started to reconsider the future of NATO. In addition— 
and this is where he agrees with Klestil—‘security” 
cannot only be viewed from the military point of view, 
but must equally comprise “protection against terrorism, 
organized crime, drug dealing, money laundering, and 
similar matters.” There are interesting approaches on 
the future of the WEU. Austria could take part in 
“peacekeeping military operations” and in any case in 
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humanitarian actions. If “military or quasi-military mis- 
sions on the basis of UN resolutions” are involved, he 
cannot call Austria’s participation into question. 


In this connection, Vranitzky does not see the basic 
consensus in Austria in jeopardy, but admits that “from 
time to time, we must fight to restore it.” Referring to his 
own party, which sees neutrality in a particularly favorable 
security policy light, the SPOe chief makes clear that as 
chancellor he will do what clear reason, his conscience, and 
his personal conviction advise him, namely to participate 
actively in the conference in 1996 and “achieve the best 
possible security concept for Austria.” To this end, the 
coalition partner and his own party must be won over. He 
has no doubt that the SPOe will follow him. 


It is true that the crisis of his coalition partner the OeVP 
and its impact on the government's work are on his 
mind. Nonetheless, Vranitzky is keeping to the “iron 
law” not to comment on other groups’ internal affairs. 
He hopes, however, that a “liberating strike” of the 
OeVP, which some of its members, as well as interested 
outsiders and political forces, have demanded, will not 
be carried out against “the interests of the coalition 
government and its work for the country.” In his view, a 
different government than the existing one is inconceiv- 
able without parliamentary elections. “Since we had 
elections in October 1994, it would not make sense and 
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there is no reason to hold elections again now.” It is 
therefore “logical” for him that the present government 
should continue in office for the period of four years as 
envisioned. This should be in both partners’ interest and 
should be their drive and goal. 


There is no need to consider other alliances before the 
elections in 1998. Currently, those who are racking their 
brains over a possible different coalition and are sup- 
ported by the media in this respect are acting as if the 
“various standard-bearers already had the relevant legit- 
imation, which is, however, not the case.” Vranitzky says 
he refuses to speculate, but is taking his mandate seri- 
ously to lead this government for the full legislative 


period. [passage omitted] 


The interview ends with a look forward to the govern- 
ment conference in 1996 to which Austria as a full EU 
member intends to take its own ideas. Vranitzky says 
that it should not become a conference of the institutions 
extending possibly over several years and dealing only 
with technical reforms. While such reforms are impor- 
tant, they do not interest citizens. Former Commission 
President Jacques Delors has given the EU a “through 
pass” regarding which “no forward can stand behind and 
say he is not taking this through pass!” Vranitzky says 
that because of a certain “Europe weariness” in the 
population, the politicians participating cannot afford 
such a spectacle. 
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Netherlands 


a of Proposed French Helicopter Offset 


BR2003135295 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 18 Mar 95 pp 1, 2 


{[Unattributed report: “Major Offset Deal for Tigre— 
Chance for Hollandse Signaal”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Paris/The Hague, 18 Mar—The 
Hollandse Signaal Apparaten factory in Hengelo has a 
chance of gaining orders worth | .3 billion guilders if the 
Netherlands orders the French-German Tigre combat 
helicopter for the Airborne Brigade. 


This emerges from of a letter which the French Govern- 
ment sent the Netherlands Ministry of Defense in mid- 
February. This offer doubles at a stroke the offset deal, 
confirmed a spokesman of Hollandse Signaal, who spoke 
of the French promise as being “very important” for his 
company. Orders worth 1.3 billion guilders had already 
been promised from the French-German side. The cab- 
inet has to decide shortly which helicopter to order, the 
French-German Tigre or the U.S. Apache. 


The French offer will have the effect of considerably 
increasing the chances for the Tigre, given that the U.S. 
portfolio, worth 1.3 billion guilders, was no different 
from the French-German package. However, according 
to sources in Paris, the Netherlands Defense Ministry 
has purposely concealed the French offer from the Min- 
istry of Economic Affairs. The Defense Ministry is said 
to have done this because it is a declared proponent of 
the U.S. Apache. The French then approached Eco- 
nomics Minister Wijers in person when there was no 
reaction from the Netherlands side. This situation, 
which was confirmed by official sources in The Hague, 
was emphatically denied by the Ministry of Defense 
spokesman. According to him, the letter was forwarded 
to the Economics Ministry within a week of being 
received. An Economics Ministry spokesman said that 
he was unable to confirm this and declined to comment 
further. Second Chamber Member Hoekema (D66) 
[Democrats 66] stated in Thursday's VOLKSKRANT 
newspaper that the French-German offset deal could be 
a lot larger than the U.S. one. This, he said, had been 
known to the officials in question since the end of last 
year. Hoekema declined to indicate the exact extent. He 
expressed his annoyance at the publicity which the VVD 
[People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy] officials in 
the Defense Ministry and the VVD group in the Second 
Chamber had been seeking, for several months now, in 
favor of the U.S. Apache helicopter. For him, the image 
had been conjured up, incorrectly, that Eurocopter ts no 
longer a serious candidate. According to Hoekema, 
McDonnell-Dougias, the manufacturer of the Apache, is 
far behind in terms of compensation orders. 


Following this outburst D66's defense specialist received 
a dressing down in his own parliamentary group, given 
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the extremely sensitive nature of this question. PvdA 
{Labor party] Chamber Member H. Vos also called on 
Thursday in the Second Chamber Defense Committee 
for an independent report by the Dutch Institute for 
Aircraft Development or the National Air and Space 
Laboratory. For the PvdA chamber member, this inves- 
tigation ought to be binding and answer clearly the 
question of which helicopter could best be ordered for 
the Netherlands army. Vos expects that such an investi- 
gation need not take more than two weeks. On the same 
day he presented the plan to the prime minister, who, 
according to Vos, was not against it. Prime Minister Kok 
confirmed this yesterday at the end of the Council of 
Ministers, but announced at the same time that the 
cabinet would not wait for the result. “A chamber 
member has every right to want something like this and 
to form his own opinion on this basis,”’ Kok said. “But as 
a cabinet we are not going to wait for this.” The prime 
minister is planning for the cabinet to choose at the end 
of the month between the U.S. Apache and the French- 
German Tigre. 


France's agreement to place orders worth an additional 
1.3 billion guilders represents a potential breakthrough 
for Hollandse Signaal in the radar system area. This will 
enable the Netherlands company to acquire a leading 
position in Europe's defense Industry. Hollandse Signaal 
could be allowed to deliver a long-distance radar. the 
Smart-L, for new Horizon frigates, which may be built by 
a French-Spanish-British consortium. The French are 
said to be ready to curtail the development of their own 
radar system, the Astral, as French Military Equipment 
Director Henri Conze wrote in February to State Secre- 
tary for Defense Gmelich Meijling (VVD). This would 
make Hollandse Signaal the sole producer of this type of 
radar, while at the same time it can look forward to very 
extensive orders for Dutch-Spanish-German-produced 
frigates. 


A defense spokesman played down the importance of the 
French promise to Hollandse Signaal. First of all France, 
Spain, and the UK have not decided to build the new 
Horizon frigates. Nor has any decision been taken on the 
building of new frigates by the Dutch-Spanish-German 
consortium. It is true that plans exist to replace two 
Netherlands air defense frigates in 2001. 


An order for long distance radar systems on the Horizon 
frigates would be worth 500 million guilders. To this 
must be added 2 billion guilders of “life-cycle” work 
(large and small-scale maintenance), representing 800 
million guilders of direct work for Signaal. The amount 
of 1.3 billion guilders involved is by chance equal to that 
of the helicopter order. 


In the Defense Ministry, and in particular with the Air 
Force, the U.S. Apache helicopter is a clear favorite. In 
addition to the French, British, and Italians. also the 
Dutch, German, and Spanish Navies are working on a 
new frigate, for which the Smart L is short-listed. 
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Parties Divided Over French, U.S. Helicopter 


BR2003135495 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 20 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Ewoud Nysingh: “Growing Friction Within 
Coalition on Helicopters”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] As the decision on the pur- 
chase of combat helicopters approaches, the PvdA 
[Labor Party), D66 [Democrats '66], and VVD [People’s 
Party for Freedom and Democracy] parliamentary 
groups are becoming increasingly nervous. Heavy losses 
in provincial elections have made the PvdA and D66 
decide to take a tougher stance on the helicopter ques- 
tion. 


[passage omitted] According to Voute [VVD Second 
Chamber member], [VVD] party leader and former 
Defense Minister Bolkesicin has only said a few times 
that the Netherlands must buy “what has proved itself.” 
Bolkestein was referring here to the argument that the 
Apache had been used successfully by the Americans 
during the Gulf War. 


PvdA specialist Vos disputes the fact that Bolkestein has 
taken a reserved attitude: “The Amsterdam merchant 
who leads the VVD is constantly patting himself on the 
back. Since mid-December Bolkestein has been saying 
that it has to be the Apache, without giving a good 
reason. Because the Apache which we are supposed to 
want to buy did not operate in the Gulf at all. We are 
choosing between the Apache, which is being converted 
for the future, and the Tigre, which is being built for the 
future. What the VVD is doing is stupid. Will not 
McDonnell Douglas immediately stop improving the 
compensation deal if it is known that it will be the 
Apache’? And the buyer can no longer put pressure on the 
manufacturer. They want the money, we have it.” 


Vos joined in the discussion via television with the 
message that he wants an investigation on the life span 
costs of the Tigre and the Apache. According to a letter 
from Eurocopter cited by Vos, the French-German heli- 
copter would then come out 700 million guilders 


BENELUX 13 


cheaper. Vos had previously informed Prime Minister 
Kok that he would go public with this request. 


Kok stated curtly on Friday after the cabinet meeting 
that Vos had every right to come with such a request. but 
that the cabinet “would not sit waiting” for the results of 
the investigation. 


Naturally enough, the VVD did not see anything in Vos” 
proposal, nor did Hoekema of D66. And the Ministry of 
Defense stated that such an impartial investigation had 
already taken place. “The difference is a fraction of what 
Eurocopter maintains. And the lower dollar makes this 
even smaller,” a spokesman said. [passage omitted] 


The CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal] is laughing up 
its sleeve. Second Chamber Member Hillen: “What is 
very unusual is the PvdA’s mistrust of the quality of 
decisionmaking in the government. It is a very trans- 
parent trick in order to further postpone the decision and 
this is playing with fire. If there is a postponement. the 
lobbies will swing into action again, including the lobby 
which is pleading for not buying at all.” 


But Vos too believes that the cabinet should make a 
decision rapidly. This will happen on 31 March. “We 
must take account of the British, who are faced with the 
same choice. For this reason we must make a decision 
before the British, otherwise the offset deal will fall apart 
like a house of cards. They will be buying a lot more 
helicopters and are looking at us. It is a question of 
timing. Of course you can postpone the decision, but 
then the options are limited.” 


Neither Vos nor Hillen are impressed by the report that 
the Hollandse Signaal Apparaten plant in Hengelo 
stands to gain orders worth 1.3 billion guilders if the 
Netherlands buys the Tigre. This would mean that 
Eurocopter is more than doubling its deal. ““Eurocopter’s 
deal was already 400 million guilders larger than 
McDonnell Douglas’. The best thing would be for the 
Americans to come with a big one.” Vos said. According 
to a spokesman of [Defense Minister] Voorhoeve. the 
word helicopter “did not come up once” during the 
minister's visit to the United States last week. [passage 
omitted] 
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Clinton ‘Pledged To Take Hard Line’ on IRA 
Weapons 

LD2103 124695 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1215 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[By Deric Henderson, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Clinton has pledged 
to take a hard line on his demands for the IRA to get rid 
of their weapons, it was claimed today. 


Dr. John Alderdice, leader of the non-sectarian Alliance 
Party in Northern Ireland, said he was given that assur- 
ance when he met the President at the White House on 
St. Patrick's Day. 


He claimed the U.S. administration was now “seized” by 
the significance of the decommissioning issue. 


Sinn Fein and the Government are still deadlocked over 
the guns, but President Clinton is looking for movement 
by the IRA, according to Dr. Alderdice. 


“He assured me that he would be taking an energetic and 
forceful position in this regard. He realised it was very 
important and he would be lending his strength and 
support to the process of decommissioning,” he said. 


“At this stage it’s not clear if that involves an actual 
practical involvement... ellipses as received] I told the 
President: ‘You have given the republican movement a 
great deal. It is time they gave something back.“ * 


Dr. Alderdice said he was not opposed to ministerial 
contact with Sinn Fein to discuss weapons. 


But he added: “After 25 years, fine words are not 
enough. Northern Ireland judge politicians about what 
they do, not by what they say. If people say they are 
determined to commit themselves to democracy, they 
have no need for guns and bombs. 


“The decommissioning issue is not about every last 
round of ammunition and every last gun. It is about 
demonstrations of good faith and earnest commitment 
to democracy.” 


Sinn Fein Denies U.S. Pressure on IRA Arms 
Issue 


LD2003 182995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1818 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{By James Hardy, Political Editor, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams 
today threw the Ulster peace process into confusion by 
claiming to have come under no pressure on IRA arms 
during his visit to the United States. He insisted that 
despite assurances given to the Prime Minister by Pres- 
ident Clinton, the issue was never raised. 


Downing Street, apparently anxious not to worsen the 
rift with the White House over Northern Ireland, said it 
accepted the U.S. version of events. 
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Mr Adams, arriving back at Dublin airport, dismissed 
reports that the IRA was on the point of making a gesture 
on arms to move towards face-to-face talks with minis- 
ters. 


Sinn Fein claims that talks at ministerial level are 
imminent and hardline Unionists now fully expect con- 
tacts to start in coming days. 


But both the Prime Minister and Ulster Secretary Sir 
Patrick Mayhew again stressed that Sinn Fein must first 
make a clear commitment that talks would lead to 
“substantial progress on the decommissioning of arms”. 


President Clinton told the Prime Minister in a 25- 
minute telephone conversation on Sunday [19 March] 
that the U.S. administration had told Mr Adams it 
wanted to see progress on the handover of IRA arms. 


It was widely assumed the pressure was applied through 
a meeting with US national security adviser Anthony 
Lake. But Mr Adams, asked by reporters if he had agreed 
in his meetings with either Mr Clinton or Mr Lake to 
discuss decommissioning weapons, said: “The issue 
wasn't raised.” 


The Sinn Fein president added: “I am not aware of any 
move by the IRA on arms. We want a total decommis- 
sion of arms overall, as well as developments on other 
fronts, including the release of prisoners. 


“There is a widespread expectation that talks will go 
ahead soon between Sinn Fein and the British at minis- 
terial level. 


“I am not Superman. We have succeeded in silencing the 
guns. Now we need to move forward on the political 
agenda.” 


Downing Street seemed content to accept Mr Clinton's 
assurances and made it plain the ball was firmly in Sinn 
Fein’s court. 


“Nobody is asking anybody to dance to the British tune. 
We are asking people to dance to the tune of peace.” a 
senior Government official said. 


In Belfast. Sir Patrick Mayhew insisted that there was 
now worldwide pressure on Sinn Fein to move on the 
decommissioning issue. “Before ministers will engage in 
the exploratory dialogue which has been going at official 
level, there has to be assurance of serious and construc- 
tive discussion from Sinn Fein about, in particular. the 
issue of decommissioning arms and intended to lead to 
concrete steps about decommissioning of arms.” he said. 


The Prime Minister, in a Commons written reply, said 
Sinn Fein must be prepared to take part in “serious and 
substantive exploration” of a wide range of issues. “Min- 
isters need to be clear that if and when they take part, 
constructive discussion, particularly in achieving sub- 
stantial progress on the decommissioning of arms, would 
be facilitated and accelerated by their joining the dia- 
logue,” he said. 
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Democratic Unionist leader Peter Robinson brushed 
aside the Government stand and said: “I have absolutely 
no doubt that whether it is 10 to 14 days or more, that 
the Government, without concessions from the IRA, will 
sit down and talk to their leaders.” 


He predicted a gesture from the Provisionals involving 
surrender of weapons which were no longer of any use. 
“The rusty guns and weeping Semtex have been taken 
out and placed in an arms dump just south of Dundalk. 
It is very clear that the Government and the Irish 
government know about that, and it is to be used as the 
gesture as far as the British Government is concerned,” 
he claimed. 


Thousands Recruited in Britain by Islamic 
Extremist 


MS2003 145395 London THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
in English 19 Mar 95 p 11 


[Report by Rachel Sylvester: “Radical Islamic Sect 
Recruits in ‘Lawless’ Britain”] 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of an extremist 
Islamic group, alleged to be behind a series of sectarian 
killings in Pakistan, claims to have recruited 40,000 
members to his cause on a month-long preaching and 
fund-raising tour of Britain. 


Police have been monitoring the progress of Zia Rehman 
Faroogqi [as published], whose Soldiers of Islam have 
been blamed for the massacre of 22 Shia Muslim wor- 
shippers in two mosques in Karachi last month. He 
denies any involvement in the killings. 


Faroogi has spoken—sometimes three times a night—to 
packed halls in venues including London, Manchester, 
Birmingham and Glasgow since he arrived in the 
country three weeks ago. “‘He has a very strong hold in 
Britain,” said Qari Tayyab Abbasi [as published], British 
leader of the group. “There are branches in every city.” 


A glossy booklet published in English by the Soldiers of 
Islam and handed out at the British rallies, states: “The 
crisis is nearing a flashpoint. Hence the global network of 
Sipah-i-Sahaba (Soldiers of Islam) is the need of the 
hour.” 


Leading Muslims, both Shia and Sunni, have con- 
demned the decision to give Faroogi a visa. “I am 
amazed the British Government has let this man in,” 
said Yousif al Khoei [as published], a director of the Shia 
Khoei Foundation. “He is well-known for his fanatical 
anti-Shia rhetoric, which has translated into a substan- 
tial amount of violence in Pakistan.” 


Gai Eaton [as published] of the Sunni Regent's Park 
Mosque said: “It is appalling that this wretched man 
should be given a platform in this country.” 


The Soldiers of Islam formed in 1985, follow an extreme 
strand of Sunni Islam. They believe that the spiritual 
successor to the prophet Mohammed should have been 
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his close companion, not his cousin. The group 
denounces as blasphemy the belief of Shias—who make 
up about !5 per cent of Britain's 15 million Muslims— 
that power should have remained in the prophet’s 
family. Crowds at the group's rallies in Pakistan chant: 
“Kafir, kafir, Shia Kafir”—Infidel, Infidel, Shia Infidel. 


Although the leaders of the group deny that they con- 
done killing, followers hear fiery language. One speaker 
at a recent Pakistani rally shouted: “Crush the Shias in 
such a way that they'll bleed for centuries to come.” 


Jim Muir, The DAILY TELEGRAPH'’s correspondent 
in Beirut, who made a programme for the BBC about the 
Soldiers of Islam, says there is little doubt that their 
rhetoric encourages violence: “They incite people to 
hate—and violence is the logical corollary of that when 
so many of those people have guns. They are playing 
with fire in a country with such a sectarian problem. 
Once the genie is out of the bottle it is difficult to restrain 
it.” 


Although the initial aims of the Soldiers of Islam were 
purely religious, the goals have now become explicitly 
political: the group has two MPs who are campaigning 
for Islamic law in Pakistan. 


“In Islam, politics and religion are not different,” 
Faroogi told The Sunday Telegraph last week from a 
small council house in Birmingham's red-light district. 


Faroogi is so idolised in Pakistan that his photograph is 
sold as a pin-up. But in Britain he has been virtually in 
hiding because his supporters fear for his life. 


He denies that he has come to stir up trouble: “I am noi 
here to divide,” he said. “Islam is a peaceful religion and 
we want to be peaceful.” But he added: “There must be 
punishment in order to bring peace.” 


Specifically, he believes in the death sentence for blas- 
phemers—and these include some Shia Muslims. “If 
anyone insults our religion they should be punished. If 
you give a hard punishments nobody will do it again. 
Justice must be done. When you are not imposing justice 
the people become criminal.” 


Farooq) agrees that he is a “fundamentalist” but says this 
is a label given to him because he “speaks the truth”. The 
author Salman Rushdie, he said, would receive “more 
than the fatwa” if he were in a country run by the 
Soldiers of God. “You have no law in this country. The 
law God made in the Koran is better than your law.” 


Article Discusses Terrorist Use of Chemical 
Weapons 

MS2103104095 London THE TIMES in English 21 
Mar 95 p 16 


[Article by Christopher Andrew: “Technology in the 
Service of Holy Terror’’} 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway was sadly predictable—so predictable 
indeed that tonight's programme in my BBC series NEW 
SPIES FOR OLD’ actually predicts something very like 
it. For some years, largely unnoticed by the media, 
terrorist groups around the world have been preparing 
for chemical and biological warfare. As long ago as 1979, 
the French police discovered a terrorist safe house in 
Paris which contained a laboratory manufacturing bot- 
ulinum toxin. 


A few years ago, a neo-Nazi skinhead group in Dallas, 
inspired by a perverse admiration for the Holocaust, 
planned to introduce cyanide into the ventilation system 
of a local synagogue. Had they not been handicapped by 
the low IQ which mercifully characterises many of 
today’s neo-Fascist terrorists, they might well have suc- 
ceeded. 


The Tokyo terrorists, alas, were far more sophisticated. 
They too owe a debt to the horrendous legacy of Nazi 
chemical and biological warfare experiments. The main 
constituent of the lethal cocktail used in the Tokyo 
subway appears to have been Sarin, a nerve gas devel- 
oped by Nazi scientists during the 1930s, which is 20 
times more deadly than cyanide. 


The increasing use by the worlds terrorists of weapons of 
mass destruction is unhappily inevitable. Many of the 
terrorists of the next century (and alas the end of the 20th 
century) will not be satisfied, like their predecessors. by 
the bomb and the bullet. Dr Bruce Hoffmann, who has 
done as much as any recent scholar to advance our 
understanding of terrorism, has calculated that fewer 
than a dozen terrorist attacks over the past century have 
killed a hundred people or more. We are, however, 
clearly moving into an era when the numbers of terror- 
ists victims are likely to be much greater. 


The Shia fundamentalists who bombed the World Trade 
Centre in New York in 1993 had planned not simply to 
damage but to bring down one of the worid’s tallest 
skyscrape’s. Had they succeeded, thousands of lives 
would have been lost. The plan conceived by some of 
their friends to free the bombers accused of the attack 
would have laid waste much of central New York City— 
including the United Nations building. Last December, a 
group of Algerian fundamentalist hyackers was captured 
at Marseilles airport aboard an Air Algerie aircraft, 
which they had planned to crash on the centre of Paris. 


Both the World Trade Centre and the Algerian terrorists 
had no weapon more dangerous than traditional explo- 
sives. Some of the new generation of terrorists will use 
weapons of massive destruction. Somewhere in the 
world over the next decade, we are likely to witness a 
chemical, bivlogical or (less probably) nuclear Lockerbie. 


Because human nature does not change significantly, 
there will continue to be a minority of human beings so 
desperate or deranged that they will be willing to use the 
most terrible weapons available to them. At present, this 
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minority seems rather larger than it was a generation 
ago. Bruce Hoffmann has argued persuasively that this 1s 
due to the rise of religious-based terrorism. Thirty years 
ago, there was not a single religious terrorist group 
anywhere in the world. As recently as 1980, only two of 
the world’s 64 known terrorist groups were religious. 
Since then, however, Shia terrorist groups alone have 
been responsible for more than a quarter of the deaths 
from terrorism. Such groups commonly believe they 
have divine authority to massacre as many people as 
they wish. 


During the 1980s Western goveinments, though aware of 
the probiems of proliferation, were slow to wake up to 
the extent of the danger. Intelligence on the Soviet 
Union's huge biological warfare programme secped 
through only slowly to the West, and was initially treated 
with some scepticism by politicians. 


But with the defection to Britain in 1989 of Viadimir 
Pasechnik, one of the chief Soviet scientists involved in 
the programme, MI6 obtained proof. When John Major 
visited Gorbachev in Moscow in 1991, the two men 
apparently argued violently. 


When Gorbachev continued his denials, the Prime Min- 
ister 1s said to have shouted: “We've got the goods on 
you!” Boris Yeltsin laier admitted the existence of the 
biological warfare programme, and promised to close it 
down. Not the least of the dangers which follow from the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union is the threat of its 
expertise in these weapons being used beyond its bor- 
ders. And it woul? be rashly optimistic to trust that 
Middle East fanai:ce will not imitate the Tokyo terror- 
ists’ methods. 


Our best defence against this complex menace is accu- 
rate intelligence. MIS already spends more than half its 
budget on counter-terrorism. The main future business 
of intelligence agencies will continue to be the moni- 
toring of threats to national security. Now, however, 
such threats come chiefly from the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, international terrorism 
and those rogue regimes which are quite prepared to use 
both. 

The world has been a safer place since the threat of a 
nuclear Armageddon between superpowers was pushed 
beyond the horizon by the end of the Cold War. but it ts 
rapidly becoming more dangerous once again. Imagine 
how different the Bosnian crisis would be if one of the 
combatants had nuclear, chemical or biological weapons. 
By the end of this century, if the conflict continues, they 
probably will have. 


Daily Views Western Relations With Russia 
MS2103115295 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPI/ in 
English 21 Mar 95 p 22 


[Editorial: “Dealing With Russia”) 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] In the search for a new order in 
Europe, the West must ensure that it acts out of principle 
rather than fear. In Carcassonne last weekend, foreign 
ministers of the European Union called for the signing of 
a non-aggression agreement between Nato and Russia, a 
dubious proposal which is unlikely to find favour with 
the United States, the leading alliance member. 
Tomorrow, Warren , the American Secretary 
of State, and Andrey Kozyrev, the Russian Foreign 
Minister, are due to meet in Geneva to discuss the 
proposed expansion of Nato eastwards. This has aroused 
the fierce hostility of Mr Yeltsin, despite Mr Clinton's 
assurances that it 1s not aimed against him. In a further 


The collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe and the 
disintegration of the Soviet empire marked a singular 
victory for Western values: democracy, free enterprise 
and the rule of law. These have now been espoused, in 
varying degrees, by the old Warsaw Pact members. 
Those which have travelled furthest, the former Soviet 
satellites in Central Europe, wish to crown their trans- 
formation into civilised nations by membership of the 
European Union and Nato. 

Yet, rather than being flattered by this aspiration and 
hastening to fulfil it, the Atlantic alliance is constantly 
looking over its shoulder at the effect it might have on 
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Russia. Moscow plays on Western concern about what 
might happen if the likes of Viadimir Zhinaovskiy came 
to power and hints that the expansion of Nato would 
favour such an eventuality by fuelling atavistic Russi7n 
fears of encirclement. It speaks of a new division of 
Europe into blocs. This line of reasoning 1s false on two 
counts. First, external factors will have little, if any, 
effect on the future of Russia. Second. the enlargement 
of Nato, a defensive alliance, poses no threat to the 
security of Russia, rather the reverse. It will help to 
consolidate democracy in Central Europe. a goal which a 
professedly reforming government in Moscow should 
welcome. 


Behind Russian warnings about the collapse of reform 
lies an old aim: the abolition of Nato and the decoupling 
of the United States from Europe. This was made cicar 
yesterday both by Mr Kozyrev, who said Nato should b- 
replaced by a “new comprehensive security system”, an. 
by Lt Gen Mikhail Kolesnikov, the chicf of the Russian 
General Staff, who called for its “immediate dissolu- 
tion”. Mr Yeltsin should be offered the hand of friend- 
ship, but the closeness of the relationship must depend 
on his government's commitment to political and cco- 
nomic reform. Meanwhile, Nato should push ahead with 
bringing back into the fold those nations whose ties with 
the West were brutally severed half a century ago by the 
Soviet victory in Eastern Europe. 
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Commentary: Greenspan in C *trol of Interest 
AU2103132795 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 21 Mar 95 p 39 


[Commentary by Dietrich Zwactz: “No Coercion to 
Act”] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—One should not 
necessarily bet that the U.S. Federal Reserve will not 
broach interest rates at the meeting of the Open Market 
Committee on 28 March. However, it is very likely that 
the short-term interest rates, which were raised most 
recently on 31 January, will remain unchanged. In any 
case, the discount rate at 5.25 percent and the Fed Funds 
rate at 6 percent are clearly above the level of 3 percent 
each, which was the rate until 4 February 1994. 


Pressure on the U.S. money and currency authorities to 
do something to defend the dollar exchange rate by 
raising interest rates is virtually ignored in Washington, 
because the Federal Reserve's hands are tied in terms of 
monetary policy at the moment. The latest economic 
data indicate a certain easing of growth, which was still 
very vigorous in the fourth quarter of 1994. In this stage 
the Open Market Committee would once again arouse 
the politicians’ ire if it tried to dampen the economic 
development even more. 


However. a further raising of the interest rates is not 
necessary for stability policy, either. The development of 
prices remains caim. Obviously, Fed Chief Alan 
Greenspan has raised stability policy awareness in the 
country with the seven increases in interest rates since 
the beginning of Februar, 1994. 


Greenspan worries that the weak dollar might result in 
the importing of inflation in view of the enormous U.S. 
import surpluses. However, the American people and 
most of their political representatives could not care less 
about the external value of the dollar. If they notice 
anything at all, it is only the fact that they have to pay for 
the weakness of the dollar with a slight increase in 
gasoline prices. Never, however. would Congress depu- 
ties accept an increase in the interest rate nowadays if it 
were justified with the attempt to support the dollar. 


Above all, Greenspan would be unable to explain raising 
the interest rates to the public, because he himself has 
already said that a lowering of the short-term interest 
rates is conceivable again. Wayne Angell, who, as 
Greenspan's former deputy, still knows the thinking and 
decisionmaking processes of the Open Market Com- 
mittee well, expects a new tightening of the monetary 
policy course only in May. Other augurs even believe 
that the Fed would be able to justify a new decision on 
interest rates only in July—when the economic data for 
the first half of 1995 is available. 


The Federal Reserve has “gained breathing space,” as 
U.S. commentators say. The stability politicians around 
Alan Greenspan can keep their powder dry. Of course, 
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inflation has not yet been defeated. This was made quite 
clear by Greenspan in his latest Congress hearings. 
However, thanks to his far-sighted policy over the past 
12 months, the Federal Reserve chief is now in control. 
He need not permit third parties to force him into his 
next mterest policy steps. 

Experts See Weak Dollar as Long-Term Trend 


AU2003 135795 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 20 Mar 95 p 33 


[Report signed “cbu™: “The Dollar Continues Its Slide”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin—The value of the U.S. 
dollar will continue to fall in the medium and long term. 
In 5 to 10 years’ time, the most that will be paid for a 
dollar will lie between | German mark [DM] and 
DM 1.20. That, at any rate, is what was forecast by David 
Clark, president of the Paris-based ACI (Association 
Cambiste Internationale), an international association 
for foreign exchange dealers. 

Clark described the U.S. dollar's current weakness as 
“overshooting,” that is, a short-term overreaction on the 
part of the markets. That is why why one can expect the 
foreign exchange markets to become calmer over the 
coming months. In the medium- term, however, Clark. 
who works for the Berlin Banking Company in London, 
assumes that the dollar will continue on its downward 
trend. “There will definitely be another crisis,” said 
Clark on the occasion of the annual meeting of Forex 
Deutschland, the association of foreign exchange dealers 
in Germany. 


The decline in the U.S. currency began with the Vietnam 
War and has continued unabated with the exception of 
the years 1979 through 1984, said Clark. The worldwide 
trend in the case of portfolios—especially on the part of 
central banks and international funds—has been to 
move away from the dollar into other currencies such as 
the German mark and the yen. Currently, an average of 
no more than 70 percent of all portfolios worldwide are 
being held in dollars. In 1990, the Taiwanese central 
bank held about 90 percent of its investments in dollars, 
compared to only 80 percent today. 


The downward trend in the U.S. currency will only stop 
once when the worldwide average for dollar portfolios 
reaches 50 percent, said Clark. That will be the case in 
about 5 to 10 years’ time. Forex President Horst Volker 
of the Deutsche Bank in Duesseldorf attributed the 
weakness of the dollar to the weakness of U.S. policy. “If 
U.S. policy regarding the currency is unattractive, then 
the U.S. currency too is unattractive,” said Volker. The 
German mark, which has effectively become the Euro- 
pean reserve currency, is more attractive for investors, 
because the markets see the purpose of the state budget 
deficit as being the financing of the reconstruction of the 
east and as only being of a short-term character. 


“At the moment, the Bundesbank is the only central 
bank in the world that can make fine adjustments of an 
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exact kind,” said Clark. Decisions made by the guard- 
ians of the currency about the direction in which interest 
rates should proceed is something completely uncertain. 
A reduction in interest rates could help the international 
foreign exchange markets, and an increase in interest 
rates would take account of the economic recovery in 
Germany. 


The foreign exchange experts also expressed their views 
on the EMS crisis. “Why don't we let the markets burn 
out and find a new level of their own,” asked Volker. The 
Italian lira would be unable to return to the narrow EMS 
margins within the foreseeable future. There will only be 
a prospect of stability once a “sensible government is 
established.” 


At the their meciing in Berlin, the foreign exchange 
dealers also came out against a possible tax on foreign 
currencies and capital gains. “It is not practicable and 
completely unrealistic,” it was said. International capital 
flows would rapidly be redirected to other financial 
centers such as Singapore. 


AU2003135595 Berlin DIE WELT in German 20 Mar 95 
p4 


[Commentary by Manfred Rowold: “Committing a Faux 
Pas”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In his attempt to enter history as 
the peacemaker for Northern Ireland, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton has energetically committed a political faux pas. 
By inviting Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams to a celebra- 
tion of the Irish St. Patrick's Day at the White House, 
Clinton inelegantly interfered with the British Govern- 
ment. London has made a diplomatic revaluation of 
Adams, which he has now enjoyed in Washington— 
accompanied by the opening of a Sinn Fein office and 
permission to collect donations in the United States, in 
particular among the many Irish Americans— 
conditional on whether the IRA, which is represented 
politically by Sinn Fein, goes beyond the announced 
cease-fire and empties its arsenals. 


Bill Clinton has ignored this British position masterfully 
and obviously without any prior warning, so that 
London now sees its policy toward Northern Ireland 
called into question by the big brother across the 
Atlantic. The annoyance is correspondingly great. It was 
not technical problems that Clinton encountered in his 
attempts to telephone British Prime Minister John 
Major over the past few days. 


Clinton must accept being asked what he has received in 
return for his diplomatic gift to Adams. It is not the 
assurance of the IRA's disarmament, which he, too, 
demands. Regarding this, Adams only said that his Sinn 
Fein has no direct control over the armed units and he, 
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Adams, is not a superman who could achieve what the 
British Army has been trying to do in vain in Northern 
Ireland for 25 years. 


The attempt of the Clinton Administration to play down 


the United States in April for his visit, which was 
planned quite some time ago, he will probably indicate 
to Clinton that policy toward Northern Ireland is still 
made in London and not in Washington. 


Commentary Faults West's Attitude Toward 
‘Unruly’ Serbs 

AU2003131295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 20 Mar 95 
pé4 


{Commentary by Carl Gustaf Strochm: “Business as 
Usual”]} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] These days the West can once 
again learn something about Serbian tactics in the con- 
flict over Bosnia and Croatia. As long as it looked as if 
Croatia’s President Tudjman might take the unsolved 
problem of the occupied territories into his own hands— 


states—Knin, Pale, and Belgrade restrained themselves. 
However, hardly has the West forced the Croats to give 
in to a certain extent, hardly is there a stalemate between 
Washington and Zagreb—and the Serbian politicians are 
coming out of their trenches and making their claims 
without restraint. 


Thus, Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic and Milan 
Martic, chief of the “Croatian” Krajina Serbs have 
“categorically” rejected the presence of UN soldiers at 
the state borders between Croatia and Serbia as well as 
Croatia and Bosnia, as negotiated by Tudjman and U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore in Copenhagen. “No kind of 
blockade. no kind of deployment of UN units” at the 
borders to the FRY, these two unruly Serbs said. And 
Martic repeated once again: “We will certainly not 
accept the stationing of UN military units on the border 
with the FRY (Serbia).” 


The further course of events can already be predicted 
now: The West will shake its head in outrage about the 
“evil” Karadzic and the “bad™ Martic. Western politi- 
cians will protesi—and then Owen, Stoltenberg, and the 
evergreens of the Contact Group will go to Belgrade 
again and hold endless talks with Milosevic and these 
two “delinquenis’—as if nothing had happened. 
Because Karadzic and Martic have meanwhile realized: 
The West, the United Nations, and even NATO are only 
paper tigers in Bosnia and Croatia. 


What all this means for domestic stability in Croatia, 
where at least 300,000 expelled people are waiting for an 
opportunity to return home—who cares” The main thing 
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Czech Repablic’s Klaus, Waigel Discuss Bilaters! 


AU2003 142695 Berlin DIE WELT in German 20 Mar 95 
p2 


[Report by Hannes Burger: “There Is Misunderstanding 
Between Prague and Bonn™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Zwiesel/Munich—Crech Prime 
Minister Vaclav Klaus has classified the current tensions 
between his country and the FRG as “muisunderstand- 
ings.” Yesterday Klaus met, at hit own request, with 
FRG Finance Minister Theo Waigel for a private talk in 
Zwiesel in the Bavarian Forest region. All the bilateral 
tensions between the Czech Republic and Germany were 
openly discussed, Waigel said after the meeting, which 
was also attended by Bavarian State Minister Erwin 
Huber and Czech Ambassador to Bonn Grusa. Klaus 
stated that relations between the neighbors are not only 
good but excellent. The German-Czech dialogue, which 
has repeatedly been demanded. 1s already under way 
everywhere, down to the Euregio meetings of the local 
politicians of communities close to the border and 
various school sponsorships. 


Waigel, for his part, pointed out that dealing with the 
Sudeten Germans’ right to their homes is not only a 
political and tactical issue in the interest of a minority, 
most of whom happen to live in Bavaria. Even though 
the Czech legal situation has been clarified. there is still 
a political and ideological level at which one can distance 
oneself from the injustice that was committed. 


However, both politicians agreed that the issue of com- 
pensation for Nazi injustices in the Czech Republic 
should be negotiated further. At the same time, it is 
intended to examine whether there might be a joint 
solution for the preservation of German cultural heritage 
in the Czech Republic, such as monuments, churches, 
and cemeteries. 


Kinkel Rejects ‘Absurd’ Russian Call For NATO 
Dissolution 


LD2003 141495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1310 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Bonn (DDP/ADN)—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel (Free Democratic Party) 
has rejected the Russian demand for the dissolution of 
NATO. Moscow too knows full well that this is “totally 
absurd,” Kinkel said on Deutschlandfunk Radio today. 
After all, NATO is at the heart of the new European 
security structure. [passage omitted] 
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SPD Spokesman Rejects Call 
LD2103102095 Beriin DDP/ADN in German 0829 
GMT 2! Mar 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP/ADN)—Karsten 


the cal) by Mikhail Kolesnikov, the Russian chief of 
general staff for NATO to be disbanded. This demand 
indicates that a part of the Russian bcadership, including 
Kolesnikov, does not understand the changed purpose of 
NATO, Voigt said on Deutschlandradio Berlin today. 
Disbanding the alliance would lead to instability not 
only in Western Europe, but also in the East of the 
continent, Vogel said. What 1s needed now is reform and 
eastward expansion as well as cooperation with Russia, 
he added. 


Contrary to Russia, states like Poland or Hungary see 
only advantages in NATO membership, Voge! stated. 
“They see that this way they are being brought closer to 
the Western European institutions,” he said. Histori- 
cally, the states between Germany and Russia have 
always suffered because of their weakness, he added. 
Membership of the European Union and NATO is a 
precondition for a new self-confidence of these siates 
and the basis for mutual trust with regard to Russia, 
Vogel said. 


Kinkel Discusses Stability Pact Talks, Russia 


AU2003 142795 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1200 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[“Teiephone” interview with Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel by Wolfgang Labuhn in Paris “shortly before the 
begining of the cast” —recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Labuhn] How do you assess 
Moscow's readiness to take the new stability pact seri- 
ously? 


[Kinkel] | think that Russia is willing to do so. When I 
arrived here this morning—after our European forcign 
ministers’ meeting in Carcassonne—I had short meet- 
ings with the NATO secretary general and the Russian 
foreign minister. Let me briefly explain what the point is. 
it is necessary for us to create a new security architecture 
in Europe that must include Russia and not isolate it or 
push it back. Despite or even because of the bad things 
that happened in Chechnya we must think further ahead. 
Russia must, of course, first accept what has been 
negotiated between NATO and Russia im compliance 
with the Partnership for Peace agreement. Russia must 
not have a veto against NATO, Western European 
Union, or EU memberships. Nevertheless, we will be 
well advised—and we Germans have always emphasized 
that—to coordinate all these issues closely with Russia. 


Yesterday in Carcassonne, the European foreign minis- 
ters discussed how Russia can be integrated into the 
European security structure in the long term, for which 
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NATO is playing a ceriain role, of course. We discussed 
a charter, a treaty, or an agreement between NATO and 
Russia. Personally, | would prefer a charter. All this has 
first to be discussed with the United States and the other 
NATO partners. Such a charter could contain a consul- 
tative mechanism, mutual renunciation of violence— 
something NATO has always had in its program, so to 
speak—. intensive cooperation for nuclear and conven- 
tional arms control. However, such a charter could be 
considered only together with the entry into NATO of 
the Central and East European countnes. We must also 
think about what is going to become of Ukraine, and 
Belarus, for example. All this was mentioned in yester- 
day's meeting. 

{Labuhn] While the EU recommends NATO—as you 
just suggested—to conclude a special agreement with 
Russia, including a non- aggression pact, Russian Chicf 
of Staff Mikhail Kolesnikov said in an interview with 
DIE WELT that NATO should not only not be expanded 
but immediately disbanded. How do you assess that 
position of a leading Russian military? Is there some- 
thing like concurrence in the Russian leadership at all? 
[Kinkel] As the European troika we discussed the issue at 
great length with President Yeltsin and Foreign Minister 
Kozyrev in Moscow last week. Russia knows, of course, 
that for us the Russian ideas regarding disbandment of 
NATO are absolutely absurd. For us, NATO is the 
nucleus of the new European security architecture. | 
really think that Russia has come to accept that. 


[Labuhn] Nevertheless, Mr. Kinkel are you not worried 
about the difficulties, for example, to get Moscow's 
approval of sending only an OSCE delegation of 
observers to Chechnya? 


[Kinkel] Yes, we have been worried about that. Never- 
theless, the Russians gave their approval, and President 
Yeltsin accepted that, ultimately, it could not be a mere 
observer mission but that the task of this OSCE mission 
in Chechnya will be to prepare clections and to rebuild 
structures. And we will imsist in that. 


[Labuhn] Let us come back to the reason for your visit to 
Paris: in view of the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
numerous areas of tension around Russia, the stability 
concrete effect could it have, and what instruments are 
there to enforce compliance with such a security pact? 


[Kinkel] Basically these are the instruments of the OSCE. 
The basic purpose of the stability pact is to lead the 
Central and East European countries to Europe also in 
the sphere of security. We set up roundtables, which we 
strongly supported. This stability pact can only be of 
preventive importance as far as minority and border 
issues are concerned. | think that what we achieved can 
be brought into the OSCE again and is of importance for 
European security. 


[Labuhn] A special German problem—outside the 
planned stability pact—seems to be the protection of the 
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Turkish minority in this country at the moment. After 
all, the series of attacks against Turkish facilities con- 
tinued last night, too. Yesterday, you put the blame or 
Kurdish extremists alone, which 1s being put into ques- 
tion by other observers. How can the Turks be protected 
in Germany? 

[Kinkel] Well, I did not put all the blame on militant 
Kurdish groups or individuals. This was quoted some- 
what out of context. Let me say it again: These attacks on 
Turkish facilities cannot and must not continue. The 


repeating here today is that the police and judicial 
authorities must do everything to show that our liberal 
constitutional state is able to defend itself in that respect, 
too. Of course, any such actions can and must take place 


there are some things that indicate an involvement of 
militant Kurds ready to use force and who are supportive 
of the Workers Party of Kurdistan or other militant 
groupings. After all, it is conspicuous that these attacks 
have coincided in time with the lifting of the ban on the 
deportation of Kurds. It must become clear that we will 
S ee Se ee ee ee Pe if 
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anything. The bad thing is that individual groupings 
ready to use force and individuals have marred this 
picture, creating false impressions in Germany and 
abroad. 


{[Labuhn] And such people should be consistently 
deported, in your opinion? 
[Kinkel] Exactly. If we have evidence of Kurds ready to 


use force, for example, being responsible for those bad 
attacks—of course after close examination of each indi- 


MS2103113195 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 21 Mar 95 p 18 


[Report on interview with Wolfgang Schauble. member 
Christian Democratic Union, by David Marsh: in 
London on 20 Mar] 

{FBIS Transcribed Text] Mr Wolfgang Schauble, second- 
im- command to Mr Helmut Kohl, German chancellor, 
in the governing Christian Democrat party, is a man of 
firm principles tinged with a strong dose of pragmatism. 
During a visit to London yesterday to meet Mr John 
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ae the prime minister, and senior UK ministers, Mr 
Schauble displayed both qualities in spelling out Ger- 
many's European 


structs “*", above all in foreign and security policy. 


Second, Germany would like a substantial advance 
towards European political union, but 1s not making this 
an additional condition for fulfilling the Maastricht goal 
of economic and monetary union. “We have ratified the 
treaty, and monetary union will be carried out so long as 
the conditions (o* economic convergence) are fulfilled.” 


T*ird, whateves the conflicts within Britain's Conserva- 
tive party, Germany wants the UK to play a full part in 
European integration. Mr Schauble says a common for- 
eign and security policy would be impossible without the 
UK. 

Confined to a wheelchair after an assassination attempt 
in 1990, Mr Schauble is leader of the conservative 
CDU/CSU party grouping in the German Bundestag, 
and much tipped as Mr Kohl's successor. 


He was one of the initiators of the controversial CDU/ 
CSU document last September which suggested that a 
“core” group headed by Germany and France should 
lead the way towards a federal Europe. However, fol- 
lowing a generally hostile reception to the proposals in 
EU capitals, he admits he is now more pragmatic. 


Yesterday, for example, he took a step towards coun- 
tering British misgivings over the transfer of powers 
from national governments by saying that, in the foreign 
policy and security area, the question of setting up new 
instit..tions was not a priority. “The important thing is 
that we have common policies. Whether we do this 
through intergovernmental co-operation or supranation- 
ally is almost secondary,” he says. 

He shows signs of sharing traditional British fears that 
the EU's proposed common defence policy could weaken 
Nato. “The European Union is not an alternative to 
Nato—we will need US involvement in Europe.” He 
accepts that any concrete moves towards setting up an 
integrated European defence force are still years away. 
“It will be a long time before the EU makes decisions 
about deploying troops.” 


Mr Schauble is acutely aware that many ordinary Ger- 
mans have been dismayed at the EU's impotence in the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia. “How can | explain to 
people that they should give up the D-Mark when we 
cannot stop disputes in Europe” 

On two important questions likely to figure in next year's 
conference, Mr Schauble espouses views that will be 
unpopular with some other EU governments, including 
those in London and Paris. He wants to make EU 
decision-making procedures more effective through 
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extending majority voting, at present largely limited to 
questions concerning the single market. 


“We shed ct te ig of (et EU de 
ints to the risk that efforts by EU Medi- 
States to safeguard their economic interests 
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the idea, however that Germany's desire for 
union next year adds up to another 
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ordination in other economic policy areas, Mr Schauble 
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“We are not formulating extra conditions. | believe in 
implementing treaties that we have signed and ratified. 
It is true that we would like further progress on political 
union. But we will remain reliable partners.” 


Mr Schauble says he wants Emu to take place as quickly 


As a condition of Germany's ratification of Maastricht 
under the terms of a constitutional coust judgment in 
1993 the Bundestag will have to judge—probably at the 
end of 1998—whether candidates for Emu have fulfilled 
the convergence criteria governing cligibility for entry. 
Mr Schauble some ambiguity about the 
way the criteria are defined: “We are for a strict inter- 
pretation (of the criteria) but not an excessive one.” 


But he says the parliamentary vote will not be a hin- 
drance for Emu. “As a duty to the constitutional court, 
parliament is looking (at the criteria)... We are likely to 
vote in favour.” 


Mr Schauble believes Germany's politicians will counter 
the general antipathy towards Emu by German public 
opinion. “The soul of Germany is Europe, it is not the 
D-Mark.” 

Since Germany itself looks as if it will fulfil the criteria, 
the fate of Emu will probably depend on France. at 
present overshooting the target for budget deficits. How- 
ever, he says: “I am quite sure that whoever wins the 
French election—Balladur, Chirac or Jospin—will main- 
tain France's overriding interest in bringing monctary 
union to fruition.” 

Mr Schauble believes the economic benefit of a single 
currency will give Europe an additional weapon in the 
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fight to lower unemployment and improve competitive- 
ness. The combination of the single market and mone- 
tary union will add to pressure for (economic) innova- 
tion. And he permits himself a prediction that, assuming 
Emu goes ahead in 1999 with a Franco-German “core”, 
the UK will quickly join in. “Briain will recognise 
relatively soon that its interest lies in participation, not 
in keeping its distance.” 


Developments in Arson Attacks on Turkish 
Entities Noted 


Stviber Calls For Rapid Deportation 
AU2003 184895 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG in 
German 19 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by F. Weckbach-Mara: “Foreign Offenders 
Should Be Deported Immediately!”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The series of arson attacks on 
Turkish establishments continues. In North Rhine- 
Westphalia alone, four incendiary devices were planted 
during the weekend [18-19 March]. In Munich, unknown 
perpetrators attacked the Islamic Religious Community 
of Southern Germany. In the Swiss Canton Aargau, 
incendiary devices were hurled at a Turkish travel 
agency. Nobody was injured in these incidents, but 
considerable damage was caused. 


The security authorities proceed from the premise that 
extremists of the Kurdistan Workers Party [PKK] are 
behind the attacks. In North Rhine-Westphalia, how- 
ever, the suspicion has arisen that two Germans might 
have carried out an attack on the apartment of a Turkish 
family in Oer-Erkenschwick. The police arrested a 26- 
year- old and a 28-year-old man near the scene of the 
crime. Politicians from the Christian Social Union 
[CSU] and Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] 
demanded that the foreign offenders—no matter 
whether terrorist arson attacks or other crimes are 
involved—be extradited faster than in the past. 


Minister President Edmund Stoiber (CSU) told BILD 
AM SONNTAG: “Those who carry out terrorist arson 
attacks and acts of violence are misusing our hospitality. 
The militant supporters of the PKK should know the 
following: Our law-governed stated cannot tolerate the 
misuse of a residence permit. If need be, we must be able 
to carry out deportations consistently. This has been 
demanded by politicians from all parties and corre- 
sponds to the view of the majority of the population. 
Thus, I am calling on the SPD-led governments to agree 
on a common position with Bavaria in these cases after 
the end of the general deportation ban for Kurds.” 


Wilfried Penner, SPD politician and chairman of the 
Domestic Affairs Committee of the Bundestag (58), told 
BILD AM SONNTAG: “The granting and the promise 
of asylum entails certain obligations for those involved 
vis-a-vis the host country. Those who become guilty of 
most serious crimes, including drug trafficking, serious 
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bodily injury, murder, and manslaughter, are misusing 
our hospitality and must be sent back. The only excep- 
tion is if they are facing the death sentence or torture at 
home. I expect the laender to stick to this rule.” 


Since courts want to allow finally convicted offenders to 
stay in Germany if they have been placed on probation, 
Bavaria wants to change the existing legal regulations, 
including the asylum law. “Practice has shown that the 
legal basis for the deportation of asylum seekers who 
have committed serious crimes is not sufficient and that 
the demands are not covered by the law. We need some 
changes here. The Constitutional Court is currently 
examining the foundations of the asylum law. In light of 
this decision, we must jointly initiate the required 
changes. We certainly do not want a new discussion of 
the asylum issue that has nearly led to a split of our 
society. Yet what we need is more possibilities for a 
quick deportation after serious crimes.” 


Kinkel Warns Against Rise in Violence 


AU2003140595 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 19 Mar 95 p 2 


[“H.V”-signed report: “New Arson Attacks Against 
Turks”) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn—The series of attacks 
on Turkish establishments in Germany that started a few 
days ago continued on Saturday [18 March]. 


in Duisburg, persons unknown threw an incendiary 
device into the office of a Turkish sports club. In Ahlen, 
unknown perpetrators hurled two Molotov cocktails into 
a Turkish center. One of them ignited. 


In Recklinghausen, police arrested two Germans who 
had set a cardboard box on fire in front of the apartment 
of a Turk. 


An arson attack on the mosque of the Islamic Center was 
carried out in Munich on Saturday morning. 


Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel (Free Democratic Party 
of Germany) has warned emphatically against an escala- 
tion in the acts of violence committed by foreigners in 
Germany. He told WELT AM SONNTAG: “Our 
country is no playground for criminal offenders.” 
Anyone who abuses our hospitality to settle internal 
affairs in Germany through the use of violence cannot 
hope for sympathy. “Punishable offenses will be prose- 
cuted with the full severity of the German Penal Code. 
And anyone convicted by a German court will face 
deportation.” 


Interior Minister Manfred Kanther warned emphatically 
against endangering the nationwide handling of the 
legislation on aliens and the asylum law through “‘iso- 
lated deportation ban regulations.” 


Kanther told WELT AM SONNTAG: “The extension of 
the deportation ban until 12 June 1995 in some laender 
with Social Democratic Party of Germany governments 
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is not only an arbitrary handling of the existing law, but 
there is also the danger of a misuse of such regulations by 
gangs of traffickers in human beings, who might delib- 
erately channel their operations to those laender where 
they expect better opportunities.” 


Kanther pointed out that the overwhelming majority of 
asylum seekers who are illegally smuggled into Germany 
are not granted asylum. “If smugglers see better oppor- 
tunities in some laender because of the nonuniform legal 
situation in Germany, this represents an unacceptable 
encouragement for illegal entry into Germany.” [passage 
omitted] 


Kanther Notes ‘Hints’ of PKK Involvement 


AU2103 133395 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Mar 95 p 2 


{(“ban”-signed report: “Better Protection for Turks 
Demanded”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 20 March—Because of the 
continuing attacks on Turkish establishments in Ger- 
many, Interior Minister Manfred Kanther has called on 
the laender to take protective measures. Kanther stated 
yesterday that the authorities dealing with foreigners 
should be involved in drafting a concept for the fight 
against terrorist activities to a greater extent. In at least 
50 percent of the attacks carried out recently, there are 
“clear hints” suggesting participation of the Kurdish 
Workers party [PKK]. “In 30 out of 60 cases, travel 
agencies were the target of the attacks,” Kanther 
stressed. This corresponds to the strategy of the PKK 
designed to intimidate tourists. Yet right-wing radical 
Turkish elements cannot be ruled out either. North 
Rhine- Westphalia’s Interior Minister Schnoor (Social 
Democratic Party of Germany) warned against blaming 
the series of attacks on Turkish establishments in Ger- 
many on the Kurds. In numerous cases, no detailed facts 
are known about the offenders. In the event of some 
attacks, a xenophobic background is also possible. Apart 
from supporters of the extremist PKK, competing busi- 
nessmen might also be involved. A similar view was 
expressed by a member of the Greens’ Bundestag Group, 
Ozdemir, who warned against holding the PKK respon- 
sible for every attack. There are all kind of groups that 
might be behind the attacks. 


The Hesse administrative court in Kassel has declared 
void a Hesse Interior Ministry decree that Kurds should 
not be deported until 31 March. This decree is not 
effective because the required agreement with the federal 
interior minister has been lacking since mid-March. The 
courts would now have to check every individual case as 
to whether deportation obstacles exist. A spokesman of 
the Federal Interior Ministry said that this decision 
reaffirms the position of the Federal Government vis- 
a-vis that of the SPD- governed laender which have 
extended the deportation ban against Kanther’s vote. 


Schnoor warned against the deportation of Kurds to 
Turkey until additional information on the situation 


FBIS-WEU-95-054 
21 March 1995 


there is available. Burkhard Hirsch, member of the 
Bundestag Group of the Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many, criticized that the federal and provincial interior 
ministers have failed to hold a conference on the protec- 
tion of Turkish establishments. “Nobody took the initia- 
tive, in spite of the fact that our coexistence with 2 
million Turks is dramatically endangered,” Hirsch con- 
tinued: “Those who want to wage a civil war here must 
leave the country. We cannot only worry about human 
rights in Turkey—although this is very important to 
me.” The deputy chairman of the police trade union, 
Steffenhagen, called for a “tough signal.” Foreigners who 
commit crimes in Germany should leave the country 
“immediately.” 


The Kurdish community plans to hold a rally in Bonn 
today on the occasion of the Kurdish New Year. The 
protesters want to march from the Chancellor’s Office to 
Muensterplatz in central Bonn. In an appeal, they reject 
deportations to Turkey. They also call for a stop to 
German weapons deliveries to Turkey. Kurds living in 
Germany must not be criminalized, they demand. 


Police Report ‘Success’ in PKK Arrests 
AU2103114095 Berlin DIE WELT in German 21 Mar 95 
p2 


[Report by Peter Scherer: “Police Report Success in 
Struggle Against PKK”) 

{FBIS Translated Text] Frankfurt/Main—Hardly 
noticed by the public so far, German security authorities 
have managed to arrest several leading officials of the 
banned extremist Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) 
over the past few months. Thus, last week 28-year- old 
Mehmet K., the suspected PKK head in the Ulm district, 
was detained pending trial. In the arrest warrant he is 
accused of having “participated,” as the district head 
since March 1994, “in a terrorist association within the 
PKK leadership structure.” The chief prosecutor general 
sees Mehmet K. as a “professional party member,” who 
also shares responsibility for “actionist activities” in the 
Bavaria/South party region. 


Following a request by the chief prosecutor general, the 
investigating judge of the Federal Court of Justice has 
also issued an arrest warrant for 45-year-old Mehmet A., 
an ethnic Kurdish Dutch citizen. He, too, is reportedly a 
PKK district head, who is now being investigated by the 
authorities on the urgent suspicion of being a member of 
a terrorist association. 

These and other accused in detention pending trial are 
members of the PKK command in Germany, according 
to Karlsruhe. The chief prosecutor general's office 
counts five region heads and, one step down, about 17 
district heads among the upper command of the 
extremist party in Germany. The latter command so- 
called territorial heads, to whom city district heads are 
subordinate. The task of the leading members is to 
implement the orders of the PKK “European Frontline 
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Headquarters” in their respective spheres of responsi- 
bility. From the outside, this headquarters appears as the 
“ERNK [extension not given] European Representa- 
tion” and is the PKK’s supreme body in Europe. With 
acts of violence—primarily against Turkish banks, travel 
agencies, consulates, and associations—it intends to sup- 
port the PKK’s struggle in southeastern Turkey. 


In Germany the PKK is also operating with death 
squads. Since January the Federal Office of Criminal 
Investigations and the Wuppertal police have been 
investigating—on the orders of the chief prosecutor 
general—a “punishment detail,” which is being held 
responsible for the assassination of a 27-year-old Kurd. 
The man, a former PKK activist who had turned away 
from the party and supported other defecting members 
of the organization, was killed by several shots to the 
head and chest in Wuppertal-Elberfeld on 17 December 
1994. The attempted murders of ex-PKK functionaries 
took place in Krefeld, Bremen, and Hamburg in May and 
October 1994. 


The PKK’s so-called “Party Security, Control, and Intel- 
ligence Service” department is responsible for perse- 
cuting and “punishing” defectors. Mahmut E., 31, who 
was presented to the investigating judge of the Federal 
Court of Justice on 24 September 1994 and was detained 
pending trial, was reportedly a member of this depart- 
ment. 


Karlsruhe’s investigations of suspected PKK activists 
Senol G., Dogan O., and Guler Y. have mednwhile been 
concluded. The chief prosecutor general has indicted 
them at the Fourth Criminal Division of the Frankfurt 
Higher Regional Court. The two men, who are 24 and 31 
years old, and the 34-year-old woman are accused of 
being members of a terrorist association. As PKK heads 
in Wiesbaden and Frankfurt Senol G. and Dogan O. 
were reportedly involved in preparing and carrying out 
violent attacks on Turkish facilities and committing 
arson and causing material damage in several cases. 


Official: Kurds Not Solely Responsible 


LD2103104895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1005 
GMT 2] Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The Kur- 
dish community in Germany has warned against crimi- 
nalizing the Kurds living in Germany. The ban on four 
Kurdish organizations imposed by Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther cannot be a solution to the problem of 
violence, the chairman of the community Mehmet Tan- 
riverdi said in Bonn today. Kurdish organizations are 
not exclusively responsible for the recent series of attacks 
on Turkish premises, he stressed. 


The Kurdish community in Germany and its sub- 
Organizations have some 2,000 members among the 
approximately 600,000 Kurds living in Germany. 
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Envoy Wants Better Protection for Turks 


LD2103101095 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0502 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Berlin (DDP-ADN)—The 
series of arson attacks against Turkish premises in Ger- 
many continues. In Berlin-Neukoelln, a Molotov cock- 
tail was thrown into the office of the Turkish newspaper 
HURRIYET during the night. In Cologne and Gelsen- 
kirchen, fire bombs were thrown at Turkish banks. Two 
suspects were detained in Gelsenkirchen. According to 
the police, they are Turkish nationals. 


In Erlenbach, Bavaria (Miltenberg District), a Molotov 
cocktail was thrown into an empty house used by a 
Turkish association as a meeting place. Another fire- 
bomb was left at the entrance to the building. According 
to the police, neither bomb went off. Only the window 
ay which the first Molotov cocktail was thrown was 
broken. 


In the meantime, Turkish Ambassador Onur Oeymen 
has demanded better protection of his countrymen and 
women by the German security forces. The attacks 
against Turkish premises are “actions of armed terror- 
ists,” Oeymen told the Berlin daily B.Z. (Tuesday’s 
edition). It is known which premises are in danger; “why 
do the police not protect them? The German Turks are 
paying taxes. They have a right to be protected against 
terrorism,” the ambassador said. [passage omitted ] 


Post Minister Plans To Open Telecommunications 
Market 


AU2003200695 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 20 Mar 95 p 1 


[““wt" report: “Minister Boetsch Opens Telecommunica- 
tions Market”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf/Bonn, 18-19 
March—As of | January 1998, many new telephone 
companies may compete with Deutsche Telekom AG, 
Bonn. Post Minister Wolfgang Boetsch (Christian Social 
Union) intends not to limit the number of telephone 
licenses to just a few big companies right from the start. 
Rather, every supplier who fulfills minimum require- 
ments will have the right to get a license. 


This is at least what the draft for the post minister's basic 
paper on opening the German telecommunications 
market says. Boetsch intends to officially present the 
paper, which has been obtained by HANDELSBLATT, 
in Bonn on 27 March. Even though the draft has not yet 
been finally approved by the post minister, the basic 
outlines seem to have been determined. 


According to them, the licenses will not be restricted to 
certain services. Companies can decide whether they 
want to offer their own telephone network and a tele- 
phone service or only one of these things. In addition, it 
will be possible to get telephone licenses for a certain 
land, a conurbation, or a city. 
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This means that not only the gigantic energy companies 
like VEBA [Amalgamated Power and Mining Opera- 
tions] and RWE [Rhine- Westphalian Electric Works] 
will have an opportunity to enter telephone business, but 
also companies that do not have their own network, such 
as Thyssen. In addition, city power companies that have 
their own power lines can also act as regional telephone 
companies. Furthermore, it is planned to give the new 
players on the telephone service market fair competitive 
conditions. These include undiscriminated access to 
network infrastructures. Thus, Telekom must guarantee 
access to the telephone network at acceptable prices. 


Arne Boernsen, chairman of the Bundestag Post Com- 
mittee and deputy of the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD], welcomed the planned comprehensive 
opening up of the market for new telephone service 
suppliers as of 1998. This is also the SPD’s attitude, he 
said. However, the new suppliers on the telephone ser- 
vice market must be obligated to provide nationwide 
services after a period of about five years. 


In the meantime, Finance Minister Theo Waigel has sent 
a letter to Boetsch, calling for more careful action. 
Waigel called for caution in liberalization and pointed to 
the Federal Government's advance financial perfor- 
mances, informed circles said. 


NATO, EU Seen in Dilemma on New Strategy 


AU2003125195 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Mar 95 p 1 


{Editorial by Guenther Nonnenmacher: “The West Is 
Looking For a Strategy”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The West is having difficulties in 
a changed world to agree on the basic lines of a new 
strategy. The experience that NATO has gathered as the 
“armed arm” of the United Nations or other interna- 
tional organizations legitimizing its operations is not 
encouraging. Being a subcontractor, it has to share the 
loss of prestige in case of failure—as in the former 
Yugoslavia. It is doubtful, however, whether the military 
would have been showered with praise in the case of 
success—because the use of force is not popular, not 
even when or if it seems to be necessary. 


Partnership for peace, with which NATO intended to 
bring stability and security to Eastern Europe, was a 
transition solution, and much of its political benefit is 
spent. It is true that at the end of 1994 a decision on 
principle for an expansion of the alliance to the East was 
made. But the debate is continuing on the problem of 
which countries should be taken in and what this would 
mean for the others which have to stay outside. 


The European Union [EU] is struggling with similar 
difficulties. The first test of the common foreign policy 
that was agreed upon in Maastricht was unsuccessful in 
the Balkans. The problems that NATO cannot solve are 
too big for the EU anyway. The motto that the expansion 
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to the East must be accompanied by a deepening of 
European cooperation has proved to be too good to be 
true. 


It is true that the expansion to the East was agreed upon, 
but in this respect, too, the question is, who should or 
must stay outside? Regarding the deepening, there are 
not just opponents on principle who already boil with 
nationalist rage when they hear the word federalism. 
There is also the objection—which should be taken more 
seriously—that there is no magic formula able to create 
more unity in a community that is becoming more 
heterogeneous. However, if there is talk about discrimi- 
nate integration in response to such objections—be it as 
a core Europe concept or in the form of concentric circles 
or variable geometry—there are loud protests from those 
who must fear that they cannot stand on the top stair- 


step. 


The problem is that everything is interconnected. Those 
who want to be admitted into NATO can hardly be 
prohibited from seeking membership within the Euro- 
pean Union. By the same token, those who become EU 
members basically cannot be excluded from the Western 
security and defense community. The booby prize of a 
relationship with the Western European Union (WEU) 
has become uninteresting. Its council at present consists 
of 27 ministers whose countries are either members or 
associated or observers—no one really knis and no one 
really understands what it means. 


It is not just helplessness or cowardice, meaning the fear 
of strong Russian reactions, which have led to the 
current undecided situation. The decisions that NATO 
and the EU must make will draw lasting lines on the 
future political map of Europe. No matter what formulas 
the West will use to disguise it, those countries in the 
East which are not admitted into its organizations know 
that they will have to continue to live “under the eycs of 
the Russians.” In no case should Moscow thereby be 
granted a sphere of influence that it would claim for itself 
under the catchword “nearby foreign countries.” Varia- 
tions are conceivable that could be compared with the 
status of Finland or Sweden's neutrality (which in reality 
was protected by NATO) in the Cold War. The question 
is whether the countries concerned have enough 
stamina, or whether sooner or later they will fall like 
domino stones in the direction of the East. 


The large unknown quantity in the equation that the 
West has to calculate is Russia. The Alliance has mean- 
while defined the substance of its offer of “strategic 
partnership; Moscow would be granted a similar guest 
role as it has enjoyed at the G7 summit meetings since 
Gorbachev's times—however, with more precise and 
more binding consultation mechanisms. The coming 
months will show whether this is sufficient to buy 
Moscow's consent to NATO's expansion to the East. 


If Moscow stays firm, the West should also react firmly 
and create clarity on the future NATO members in 
Central and Eastern Europe: then lines will have to be 
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drawn, and names and deadlines will have to be men- 
tioned. Otherwise, the minutes of international politics 
sill say that the Western world has given Moscow a right 
of veto on its policy. This would not just be a loss of face; 
it would melt down further NATO’s bases which have 
become thinner, and it would increase distrust between 
both shores of the Atlantic. 


One thing is certain: The “good, old” NATO will not 
exist any more, just as an expanded European Union 
cannot remain what the European Community was in 
the past 40 years. The cohesive power of the old institu- 
tions is still based on the fact that no country dares to 
face the new challenges alone—challenges ranging from 
international crime to nuclear proliferation. NATO and 
the EU will have to prove by the turn of this millennium 
whether they are able in their present form to become 
models of order in the new world. 


Article Sees ‘Problem’ With Bosnia Troop 
Withdrawal 

AU2003161595 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
20 Mar 95 p 16 


[Unattributed report: “Operation by Acclamation”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Federal Government has a 
problem with its promise that it will support a with- 
drawal of UN troops from Bosnia-Herzegovina with 
2,000 Bundeswehr soldiers: At whose command should 
it fulfill its promise? 


GERMANY 27 


In mid-February, it still seemed completely clear who 
would have to issue the order to NATO for the opera- 
tion. Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel (Free Democratic 
Party of Germany) stressed at the time that a NATO 
operation requires a “separate mandate by the UN 
Security Council.” 

However, a majority in the NATO Council led by Great 
Britain and France wants to avoid a vote in New York. 
The Islamic countries or Russia, which has the right of 
veto and which is Serbia's friend, might prevent a 
decision on the operation. 

The quarrel about who should make the final decision 
erupted in the NATO Council on Wednesday last week 
[15 March] when the commander in chief for Europe, 
U.S. General George Joulwan, presented his plan for the 
operation. 

To get the troops on the move, Great Britain and other 
NATO partners consider a short letter or even a verbal 
ny by UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali 
sufficient. 


The Bonn government fears that the callout of the troops 
by acclamation without 2 clear UN mandate might 
violate the ruling of Constitutional Court and not receive 
a clear majority in the Bundestag. NATO must not act 
“on the basis of its own right,” Guenter Verheugen, 
manager of the Social Democratic Party of Germany, 
criticized. 

The NATO diplomats in Brussels have been instructed 
to negotiate a “minimum legal basis” for the mission 
with the United Nations. As a precautionary measure, 
Konkel’s aides are saying that a UN Security Council 
mandate is “not mandatory.” 
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Article Views Rapprochement With U.S. on 
Algeria Policy 

BR2003 161295 Paris LIBERATION in French 20 Mar 
95 pil 


[Article by Dominique Garraud: “French-U.S. Con- 
sensus on Algeria™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Long at loggerheads on the 
analysis of the Algerian crisis as well as its potential 
solutions, the Americans and the French now seem more 
or less on the same wavelength. This is evidenced by 
comments from military officials as well as diplomats 
both in Paris and Washington. Quoting “a Pentagon 
official,” the WALL STREET JOURNAL mentioned 
last week a “close military cooperation” between France 
and the United States on the development of contin- 
gency plans for evacuating their nationals from Algeria. 
“The French let us take a very close look at their plans, 
which is quite unusual. The only recent precedent dates 
back to the summer, when we jointly prepared plans for 
the emergency evacuation of our nationals from Haiti,” 
the official said. 


In Paris, Army High Command sources readily admit 
having shown the Americans the evacuation plans 
intended for those French nationals still residing in 
Algeria, as well as the “emergency evacuation plans 
which are updated at the last moment.” These plans do 
not in themselves point to any impending evacuation. 
Indeed—as is the case for any crisis situation where the 
safety of French nationals is at risk—the Creil Interarmy 
Staff has been planning such operations (this being its 
primary role) since the beginning of the conflict in 
Algeria. Simultaneously, the Western European Union 
geared its latest major maneuvers (“Tramontana”™ this 
year in Spain and “Ardente” in Italy in 1994) toward the 
evacuation of nationals. 


“We are continually devising such plans. It is incorrect 
to say that our showing them to our allies is unusual. The 
Americans respect our expertise in this field. For the 
latest operations, among others in Haiti, the Americans 
were a little more open than usual. We showed them we 
also know how to be ‘cooperative.”” a senior officer from 
the French High Command explains. According to him, 
such transmission of information to the United States 
does not announce any joint operation, nor any 
impending evacuation of foreign nationals in Algeria. 


This improved climate between France and the United 
States on the Algerian issue—at least in military mat- 
ters—is not unconnected with a number of high-level 
contact as well as the way things have been going in 
Algeria itself. First [Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe went 
to the United States, then it was the turn of [Defense 
Minister] Francois Leotard, who was in Key West in late 
February, while Jacques Lanxade, admiral and Army 
chief of staff, went to Washington; hot on his heels was 
Claude Mallet, head of the Defense Ministry's Strategic 
Affairs Delegation. On the U.S. side, Jacques Pelletreau, 
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undersecretary for Middle-East affairs also stopped over 
in Paris in February. “Thanks to these contacts, we have 
been drawing closer over the last six months. The Amer- 
icans, who now seem to have a better understanding of 
the French position (on Algeria) often ask for our 
opinion on this issue. They are interested in exchanging 
analyses and expertise and they want to avoid finding 
themselves in the wrong position with respect to the 
Algerian crisis,” a senior Defense Ministry official says. 


In fact, both countries appear to have taken one step 
toward the other. The Americans seem more sympa- 
thetic to French fears of an Islamist victory and more 
aware of the need for strengthening Algeria's “demo- 
cratic forces.” On the other hand, French policymakers 
have been taking more heed of the need for a “political 
dialogue with those who reject violence or who have 
hung up their weapons” since the Air France Airbus 
hostage crisis last December; they also take more seri- 
ously the “peace offer” Algeria’s three major parties 
(Islamic Salvation Front, Socialist Forces Front, and 
National Liberation Front) extended to Algeria's rulers 
after their Rome meeting in January. This has made it 
possible to narrow the gap between the French and U.S. 
positions, since Washington had long emphasized that 
only “dialogue” could lead the country out of its predic- 
ament... and help Algeria's rulers out of their current 
state of isolation. Thanks to this convergence, the United 
States now feels free to let France deal with a country it 
is supposed to know “better.” 


Juppe ‘Convinced’ Figh About To Resume in 
Bosnia -_ 


AU2103123795 Paris AFP in English 1216 GMT 21 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpi] Paris, March 21 (AFP)}— 
France and Russia are “very concerned” over develop- 
ments in Bosnia which they fear could lead to renewed 
hostilities, French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said 
Tuesday [21 March]. 


Speaking at a press conference after a 90-minute meeting 
with his Russian counterpart Andrey Kozyrev, he said he 
was “convinced we are heading towards a resumption of 
fighting” in Bosnia. 


Kozyrev did not speak to reporters. 


Talks on Bosnia were at a deadlock as fierce fighting 
raged Monday, mainly in northern Bosnia, where a 
ceasefire is supposed to be in effect until the end of April. 


“It’s essential that the contact group of countries (Brit- 
ain, France, Germany, Russia and the United States) be 
as determined and united as possible,” Juppe said. 


He said there were now two priorities: “To conclude an 
agreement with the United Nations on Croatia (on 
maintaining UN forces there) and to extend the ceasefire 
in Bosnia.” [passage omitted] 
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Juppe and Kozyrev also discussed the “architecture of 
security” in Europe, Juppe added, following an informal 
meeting of the EU in Carcassonne, southern France. 
[passage omitted] 


Rushdie: Balladur, Chirac To Approach Iran on 
His Behalf 


LD2003 163995 Paris LCI Television in French 1000 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Salman Rushdie is in Paris 
today. He met with the ministers of culture and foreign 
affairs [Jacques Toubon and Alain Juppe, respectively], 
but above all he met with the three presidential candi- 
dates, Lionel Jospin, Edouard Balladur, and Jacques 
Chirac. After these meetings, the writer, under a death 
threat from Iranian Islamic fundamentalists, declared 
that Balladur and Chirac had agreed to make an 
approach to Iran to ensure his safety throughout the 
territory of the European Union. Alain Juppe also prom- 
ised to raise the question again during an upcoming 
meeting of the council of EU foreign ministers. 


Pasqua Discusses Approaching Iran 
LD2003210195 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[Studio interview with Interior Minister Charles Pasqua 
by anchorman Daniel Bilalian—tive] 

[FBIS Translated Text] [Bilalian] Mr. Pasqua, all the 
news items affect you more or less this evening. Mr. 
Rushdie says that what Denmark has done can be 
demanded from France: that France ask Iran to remove 
his death sentence. 


[Pasqua] I believe that the government has already said 
all it had to say on the subject. Iran is not the only 
country which does not respect human rights, but it does 
not, and, quite obviously, nobody can accept this type of 
condemnation. I think that, should all countries take a 
similar initiative, 1 am convinced that Iran would review 
its position. 

[Bilalian] Are you ready? Do you think that the French 
government, Mr. Balladur and yourself, are ready to do 
so? 


[Pasqua] Yes, we are, absolutely. 


[Bilalian] In the next couple of days, in the next couple of 
weeks? 


{Pasqua] | think so. However, an isolated initiative does 
not mean anything. First of all an initiative from the 
Fifteen [changes thought] Alain Juppe has just said that 
there will be a meeting of the foreign ministers of the 
Fifteen on 15 or 16 April [changes thought] there should 
first of all be an initiative at that level. 


Anyway, the United Nations should serve some purpose, 
should they not? 


FRANCE 29 


Juppe on EU Expansion, EMU, Chirac’s Platform 
BR2003160695 Paris LES ECHOS in French 17 Mar 
95 pp 2-3 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Alain Juppe by Nicolas 
Beytout, Francoise Crouigneau, and Jean-Michel Lamy; 
place and date not given: “Alain Juppe: ‘A Major Debate 
Will Be Required in the Country Upon Moving to the 
Last Stage of EMU"”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [LES ECHOS] France has held 
the presidency of the EU since 1 January. What is its 
main message for our partners? 


[Juppe] This can only be a midway evaluation, three 
months out of six. Our partners have first of all seen that 
we conducted very profound work of thinking and 
explaining beforehand. This was especially demon- 
strated by the systematic trips which I made to the 
capitals of Europe, but also by the speech of the presi- 
dent of the Republic to the European Parliament [EP], 
and by the working meeting between the government— 
headed by the prime minister—and the Commission. At 
the same time, our partners, the Parliament and the 
Commission, accepted the major objectives which we 
proposed. The second positive element was the serious 
attention we devoted to our relations with the EP. 


Finally, we managed to unblock a certain number of 
major issues. I will cite one which is historic: The 
customs union with Turkey. It is very important, for the 
very future of relations between Turkey and Greece— 
this can be a factor initiating a new process of dialogue 
on Cyprus. And for Turkey itself, where the camp of 
pro-Europeans, democrats, and secularists has been very 
greatly strengthened by this agreement. 


[LES ECHOS] In the audiovisual area, one has the very 
distinct feeling that France has been let down by some of 
its partners. 


[Juppe] That is not true. What does France say? Culture 
is not like trade in potatoes or corrugated sheet metal. It 
is legitimate to assert the cultural identity of Europe and 
the nations which compose it. I have noticed everywhere 
a very strong awareness of this obvious fact. The idea 
that the production of the European audiovisual and 
movie industry must be encouraged is an idea accepted 
by everyone. Where there is a difference of opinion, it 
regards the technique of the use of broadcasting quotas 
on television channels because many of our partners 
think that this is ineffective, that it is a sort of Maginot 
line, or that it is counter to their broad principles of free 
trade. 


[LES ECHOS] Is the quota system genuinely effective? 


[Juppe] | think that it is effective. If it were not, | do not 
understand why Mr. Jack Valenti, representative of the 
U.S. interests, would be criss-crossing Europe to try to 
“rub out” this system. 
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[LES ECHOS] Another area of impasse is the credits of 
the Africa Development Fund. How do you think it is 
possible to unblock this issue? 


Pups Remenenaty eee ae 
to reconcile. The presidency, 11 member states, and the 
Commission are in agreement on maintaining Europe's 
assistance to the ACP [Africa, Caribbean and Pacific] 
states, in terms of purchasing power. Three or four states 
are blocking this. But we will not yield. And, if it is 
impossible to reach a minimal solution, which is the 
simple maintenance in real terms of the effort of the 
Fifteen relative to what we were doing with the Twelve 
(13.3 billion ECU's is not an unrealistic goal), then it 
would be better to not reach a conclusion. 


{LES ECHOS] Will France increase its contribution? 


(Juppe] Yes. Within that framework, France is prepared 
to increase its participation, slightly more than the 
others. A good goal would be parity with Germany. If we 
do not succeed in reaching a conclusion, we will tell the 
truth to the African countries. We will say who refuses. 


{LES ECHOS] On the Mediterranean, will there be 
success in approving a financial sum as consistent as the 
one at present for the East? 


[Juppe] The major priorities of our presidency included 
employment, transEuropean networks, cultural identity, 
security issues, and the search for a new balance in the 
EU's external relations. The next General Affairs 
Council in Luxembourg, in 10 days, will include the 
countries of Central and Easiern Europe in its work. 
That is going well. The Mediterranean policy must also 
be given a new momentum. And that has begun well. 
First of all, with the agreement with Turkey and the one 
concerning Cyprus. There has also been progress with 
Morocco. With Tunisia, we are close to the conclusion. 
Discussions have been opened with Egypt, and we are 
going to open them with Jordan. All of this is moving 
forward. The idea of the Euro-Mediterranean conference 
in November in Barcelona is also progressing. 

Finally, as to financial rebalancing with the East, the 
ratio of five for Central Europe and four for the Medi- 
terranean for the granting of credits has been in people's 
minds since the Essen Council. This awareness of the 
necessity for the Union to have a Mediterranean policy 
does not exist solely in Rome or Madrid, but also in 


Copenhagen and Bonn. 


[LES ECHOS] Recent events scem to have moved fur- 
ther away the feasibility project of the single currency. 
Should the timetable of the goals be revised? 

[Juppe] What has been taking place over the last several 
weeks makes realization of EMU [Economic and Mon- 
etary Union}, as it is provided for in the Maastricht 
Treaty, even more necessary. For internal reasons, 
because we must avoid distortions of competition to the 
detriment of producers in countries with a strong or 
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relatively strong currency—our farmers or our manufac- 
turers know something about this in general terms. Next, 
because order must be restored to the international 
monetary system. When there is an ecu equally as strong 
as the dollar or the yen, we will be able to move forward 
the idea we hold dear of stability of the international 
monetary system. Based on that, should we focus on the 
1997-1999 timetable? I find this to be a somewhat empty 
debate. My personal feeling is that 1997 is not very 
realistic. It would be very difficult to succeed in meeting 
the convergence criteria. But 1999 seems to me to be 
attainable, provided serious efforts are kept up. 


[LES ECHOS] Do you not find that there is a genuine 
risk of prolonging the second stage of EMU? 


[Juppe] This is the timetable set by the Treaty. If one 
wants to speed it up, one must know what that means in 
terms of management of public finances in our states. 
There is only one state today which meets the criteria of 
the Treaty. And, moreover, it is very nice to want to do 
all that alone. When I observe the statements of the 
Bundesbank and German officials, I see that, for them, it 
is 1999 rather than 1997. 


[LES ECHOS] Do you not have the impression that 
German determination is weakening somewhat? 


[Juppe] It is a major political choice for Germany. It is 
truly a sharing of responsibility and, in a certain manner, 
of monetary power. Which causes certain well-known 
hesitation or reticence in Germany. But, as far as I know, 
Germany has committed itself to applying the Treaty. I 
have not heard anyone in Germany say that application 
of the Treaty should be renounced. 


[LES ECHOS] Jacques Chirac last November raised the 
possibility of holding a referendum? 


[Juppe] Jacques Chirac has clarified his position. What 
he wanted to say, and he was correct because that would 
necessarily happen that way, is thai a major debate will 
be required upon moving to the last stage of EMU. The 
Germans are committed to it, their Supreme Court has 
even quasi-required it. It will be a substantive debate. 
Contrary to what is being said, not everything will be 
automatic. There will be decisions to make, if only the 
one on the exchange rate parities. I believe that in France 
the Parliament will be entirely capable of holding this 
type of debate. 


[LES ECHOS] Have you had trouble convincing Chirac 
of this necessity of the single currency? 


[Juppe] I have had no trouble convincing Chirac of this 
for the simple reason that he voted “yes” te the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. Jacques Chirac has been put on trial, which 
seems to me to be completely divorced from the reality: 
He is a European of long standing. Several times, he has 
told me regarding Maastricht, in refuting certain polit- 
ical arguments, “My conviction is that we must say yes. 
I will not make this into an operation of domestic 
politics because, if some day | have responsibilities to 
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assume, I want to be able to speak as an equal with 
Helmut Kohi. If I vote no to Maastricht, I will not be 
able to do so.” It was a genuine conviction. 


{LES ECHOS] What is your feeling about the possible 
[Juppe] Yeltsin talks only about Kohl. They already are 
of the same build. Beyond this superficial aspect, these 
are two men who can understand each other. They have 
always had good relations. 


[LES ECHOS] So, the single currency is not, for Jacques 
Chirac, the quintessence of the single thinking, as 
[National Assembly Speaker] Philippe Seguin would say? 


[Juppe] I have noticed Philippe Seguin’s latest state- 
ments. They are perfectly compatible with what Jacques 
Chirac says, and with what a certain number of those of 
us around him think. 

[LES ECHOS] How can this viewpoint be translated into 
, otlentional con? 


[Juppe] It is a question of political will. One of Jacques 
Chirac’s strong proposals will be to prepare for the 1996 
conference, together with Germany. A Franco-German 
action is needed, which does not exclude other united 
actions, but which lays a foundation. On what themes? 
First of all, the Council must be strengthened. This poses 
the problem of the length of the presidency, of the 
Council's abilities for initiatives and proposals, of the 
Se Lo 2 mee eS ee ee 


detailed proposals can be made. 


There is the role of the Commission, which must not be 
reduced. It must keep its role of motivation and propo- 
sition, but it must be guided as often as possible by 
negotiating mandates or directives of the Council of 
Ministers. The third idea is the strengthening of the role 
of national parliaments in the democratic process of the 
EU. Jacques Chirac will propose a sort of right of 

“subsidiarity reserve” for national parliaments, enabling 
them to say: “Are we not leaving the Union's area of 
responsibilities?” where it is necessary to remain within 
the member states’ area of responsibilities in the name of 
the principle of subsidiarity. 


{LES ECHOS] What can be the role of an economic 
power against monetary power? 


[Juppe] On EMU, the question must be raised, during 
the intergovernmental conference, of the roie of the 
Council in EMU. This role is not zero in the Maastricht 
Treaty, since one always forgets to mention that, for 
example, setting the parities depends not on the Bank 
but on the Council. The situation must thus be perhaps 
specified, because the guidelines of general economic 
policy must be set by the political power, which is the 
Council of Ministers. The Bank, for its part, is the 
guardian of the currency’s stability. 


{LES ECHOS] Will all these intentions be realized by a 
Franco- German accord? 


FRANCE 3 


[Juppe] It seems clear to me that if there is not a Franco- 
German accord to prepare the intergovernmental con- 
ference, there will be no results. It is not the sufficient 
condition, but if is a necessary condition. And | think 
that it is possible, because a large number of points of 
consensus can be seen appearing. The first is the neces- 
sity of enlarging Europe to 20 or 25 at the end of five or 
10 years. The second is to not transform it into a free 
trade zone. The chancellor has said this, Jacques Chirac 
as well. The EU must remain an area of solidarity with a 
customs union, a single market, and common policies 
which must be adapted. The third point of consensus, 
which gives rise to all sorts of debates, including with 
geometry coming to the rescue, is that within this Union 
thus enlarged it must be possible to have strengthened 
solidarities. The states which want to do more or go 
faster must be able to do so. On one condition, it seems 
to me, which is that France and Germany always be in 
[LES ECHOS] Jacques Chirac has already explained that 
he is for less “presidentialization.” What do you expect 
from a president of the Republic in the area of foreign 


[Juppe] In the field of foreign policy, the president of the 
French Republic has a power unmatched by that of most 
of his equals in Europe and in the world, with the 
exception of the U.S. president. What I expect from him 
is the strong affirmation—which is not useless today— 
that France can have a role exceeding its resources in 
foreign policy. We are only 68 million, but we have the 
possibility of playing an important foreign policy role. 
These are not empty words. Because France is listened 
to, whether it be in the Middle East, in Africa, or even in 
its dialogue with the United States. 


Jacques Chirac has based his entire foreign policy 
thinking on this analysis: France can at the same time be 
the bearer of universal values—liberty, democracy, 
equality, tolerance...—and affirm the importance it 
attaches to the identity, particularly cultural, of nations. 
This is what is original in its message. 


Poll Shows French Divided Over EU Expansion 
BR2003155095 Paris LE FIGARO in French 20 Mar 95 
p4 


[Report by Laure Mandeville: “The French Divided by 
EU Expansion™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Berlin Wall has fallen but, 
for a majority of French people, Central Europe is still 
remote. Only 40 percent of the people questioned by 
SOFRES [French Opinon Poll Company] want the coun- 
tries of the former Socialist bloc to join the EU. 


Almost as many—39 percent—are opposed to them 
joining. If we add to this hostile bloc the 21 percent of 
“don't knows” we must conclude that 60 percent of 
French people are not anxious to remove the notion of a 
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Europe divided in two. The anxieties revealed by the 
referendum on the Maastricht Treaty have not vanished. 


If the results of the opinion poll are analyzed according 
to political leanings, the advocates of deepening Euro- 
pean building are also advocates of membership for East 
European countries. 


This applies to the voters who express their support for 
Lionel Jospin as presidential candidate: 52 percent of 
them support the possibility of membership for the 
Central and East European countries. The Left no longer 
remembers that President Mitterrand tned to curb mem- 
bership for the Central and East European countries by 
offering them, to their great dissatisfaction, the lesser 
option of a “European Confederation.” 

On the Right, it is Barre’s supporters who are out in 
front—43 percent of those questioned. Second, the 
descending order of approval reflects the traditional 
reservations toward the EU. In the Balladur camp, the 
proportion of those saying yes is 36 percent. But, among 
Chirac’s supporters, it drops to 33 percent and to 31 
percent among Le Pen’s supporters. 


Among the Ecologists, 55 Percent Are in Favor of 
Integration 


It is therefore not surprising that those most hostile to 
the membership for the Central and East European 
countries are behind De Villiers who has built a good 
part of his presidential campaign on criticism of the 
Brussels institutions. In De Villiers camp, favorable 
opinions only add up to 24 percent. 


Among the Ecologists, 55 percent of those asked are in 
favor of integration. They are logical: How can environ- 
mental problems be solved without a comprehensive 
approach? 

The biggest surprise comes from Robert Hue's sup- 
porters. Far from turning down the countries which have 
rejected communism, 53 percent of them approve of the 
Central and East European countries joining the Union. 
The dual paradox resulting from this opinion poll can be 
explained in this way. For the Right, which, from 1945 to 
1989 constantly encouraged Easiern Europe to reject the 
communist yoke, the Central and East European coun- 
tries are not really democratic countries. For the Com- 
munist Party voters, strengthened in their support by the 
return to power of former Communists in Hungary, 
Poland, and Lithuania, the Central and East European 
countries are still fraternal countries. 


This opinion poll was carried out by SOFRES for LE 
FIGARO between 7 and 9 February 1995 on a represen- 
tative sample of 1,000 of the French people aged 18 years 
and over, questioned in person at home. 


Editorial Discusses Nuclear Tests Issue After 
Elections 


BR2003161195 Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Mix 95 
pis 


(Editorial: “A Nuclear Moratorium” ] 


France will not carry out tests any more. 
China, which has continued its tests, the last 
dating back to October 1994, the other nuclear powers 
have imitated France. Russia has not set any specific 
deadline on its moratorium, but it is not really in any 


» had no hesitation in 
icans and Soviets who 


France has carried out between one fourth and one fifth 
of the nuclear tests which the United States and the 
former USSR have each carried out. Its technicians at 
the Atomic Energy Commission and its military leaders 
think they need to resume real tests to develop the 
nuclear warheads of the new missile (the M-5) for the 
strategic submarines, to test the validity of the formula 
chosen, and to verify the reliability of the explosion 
safety systems. Once these guarantees have been 
obtained, France could launch into laboratory simula- 
tions in which it has said it is prepared to invest some 10 
billion francs between now and the end of the century. 

Rightly or wrongly, France may think that it is entitled 
not to wish to delay the modernization of its nuclear 
panoply. But can it remove itself from the international 
context and, after deciding on a unilateral moratorium, 
give the signal for a resumption of tests in the world? The 
discussions which have started or will start in 1995 on a 
limitation of nuclear tests and on the renewal of the 
Nonproliferation Treaty will force the new French pres- 
ident te chow his good will toward the international 
community. Moreover, it is not certain that the majority 
of his voters want to place in the presidential palace a 
man who would hastily relight the nuclear “fire.” 


Balladur Discusses Standing in Poil, Main Aims 
LD2003231995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] Paris France-Inter Radio Net- 
work in French at 1819 GMT on 20 March, in its 
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“Objections” interview program, broadcasts a 41- 
minute live or recorded interview with French Prime 


that he has five weeks left to remedy the situation. He 
says Balladur will be asked about his plan for France and 
the election campaign as he is experiencing it today. 
Balladur says: “First of all, you said, and quite rightly so, 
that I never set much store by the wildly enthusiastic 
polls of a month and one-half or two months ago. I 
and that the election would be much more difficult. That 
is the first point. 

“The second point is that if things stay as they are at the 
moment, one should not seek explanations in terms of 
this or that event, or from any little problem experienced 
by the government. It is no doubt basically due to the 
fact that I have not yet succeeded—and | hope to be able 
to succeed this evening, thanks to your questions—I 
have not yet succeeded in persuading the public to 
understand the extent of the changes I want to propose. 
No doubt because I have been in ment and have 
been the head of the government for two years now.” 
Balladur outlines the achievements of his government in 
the last two years and his proposals for reform in the 
future, stressing again that he is handicapped in the 
election by his position as prime minizier and that he 
must put across the depth of his pronose~ reform. 


“What new changes does France need? | have proposed 
four changes, for which there are quite specific dead- 
lines, and which would conclude in a referendum. We 
can come back to this in detail if you like. The first 
change is unemployment: To reduce the number of 
unemployed by at least | million in five years, and in 
order to do this we need economic growth of course; 
everything must be put into economic growth and 
toward reducing the burdens on companies,” Balladur 
explains. 

Balladur is interrupted on the subject of economic 
growth and promises to come back to the subject later, 
returning to his list of aims. He continues: 

“One, we must boost employment. Two, we need a 
society in which equality of opportunity is better guar- 
anteed. I have a whole number of proposals to make— 
our society has a far too inegalitarian side to it, that is 
certain, and there are too many people who are icft out 
on the fringes. The third element is freedoms, in partic- 
ular freedoms for women and citizens, and the fourth 
element is Europe, which must be further stimulated so 
that it can move forward.” 
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One of the correspondents interrupts Balladur and says: 
“Except the legislative elections, because it is not run on 


Former Environment Minister Segolene Royal points 
out to Balladur that homeless people will not be able to 
vote in the presidential election; having no address, they 
have no identity card. 


Balladu: notes that 20,000 new homes will be built in the 
social sector in 1995; he has proposed that 100,000 be 
built over the next five years, and it is a problem the 
Government is taking very seriously. He praises the 
work of charity organizations helping homeless people. 
Balladur is asked what he thinks of Jospin's proposal to 
wipe cut the homeless problem within two years, and 
answers that it is a good aim, but he wonders if it is really 
possible. It is a good aim to work toward. 

Asked what he thinks about the recent wave of business 
and sports scandals, such as the Alcatel scandal and the 
Marseille football match-fixing scandal, Balladur says he 
is surprised at the level of corruption, but he cannot 
explain it, since he has only been in power for two years, 
not the last 14 or 20 years. He says that the courts are 
doing their job with regard to these matters, and should 
be allowed to get on with their job. 


When asked about his policy on Europe, Bailadur says 
the GATT agreement made it possible to save Europe 





| proktoned etkbot pe 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











ituation of French farmers, and _ Balladur replies: “To settle it? I do not know if we can 
without it Europe might have split apart. He notes that _— settle it once and for all. Something that is very clear is 
the stability pact signed in Paris today is his initiative, that Salman Rushdie is, in a way, a symbol of human 
the first major initiative adopted since the end nghts being held up to ndicule and threatened, and as 
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, tees for him, at on the territory of the 15 countries 
anything to fear from this. I support—and I have given —_ 
wary clear toma to thisell , - of the European Union. 
share-out of the powers within Europe for the 1996 The correspondents asks: “That would be negotiating 
conference. I am in favor of an extension of Europe. I am with a terrorist state.” 
epee oy pane teeapenpetntn gen Ralled “It is not as of iating, itis 
that is why I have invited the trade union organizations °°! # matter of offering anything at all in exchange. It is 


to participate in this process of reflection. I am also in : : - ; 
favor of a Europe based on security, because I do not relations with the European Union, and if the European 


oe. we cannot allow someone living in our country to be 
Balladur says that his European policy has been quite threatened because he has expressed an opinion or 
clear for years and that he set it out when he was stillin | written a book. That is iti 


changes of direction. and clearly, and that is what | would wish to sec.” 

A correspondent asks: “This afternoon, you received The interview concludes with Balladur avoiding 
Salman Rushdie. What can France do, and what can a question on a quote concerning him made 
Europe, whose action you are currently directing, do to § by Budget Minister Nicolas Sarkozy, who is one of his 
settle this case?” supporters. 
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Prime Minister on Economic Crisis, Other Issues 


BR2003 143495 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 20 Mar 95 p 3 


{Interview with Italian Prime Minister Lamberto Dini 
by Guido Gentili in Rome; date not given: “Dini: Dear 
Freedom Pole, You Got It All Wrong Over the Budget™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—“My cards are on the 
table; | have no hidden political objectives. And, you 
know, this is a great help.” Lamberto Dini—head of a 


efficient. and composed of very professional people” — 

spent a calm weekend of tension at the Chigi Palace 

[government seat], pending the reopening of the exchange 
fully accustomed 


hrough Sunday night As governor of the Bank 
of Italy for years, he was in direct contact with the many 
dark days suffered by the lira. 


[Gentili] Prime Minister, do you remember another 
Black Friday, the one in 1985, when for a day the lira’s 
exchange rate against the dollar rose to 2,000 as a result 
of # speculative maneuver by ENI [National Hydrocar- 
bons Agency]? You supervised proceedings in the 
speculation was defeated. 


[Dini] Yes, | do remember. But there was no further talk 
about that business. It is a pity, because | would have 
liked to know much more about it. | wonder whai was 
behind it. 

[Gentili] Let us return to the present. Last Friday. after 
the vote of confidence over the budget, the stock 
exchange and government stock collapsed: What hap- 


[Dini] We found ourselves confronted with a combina- 
tion of factors. As I left the lower house, after winning 
the confidence vote, | expected an immediate strong 
improvement in the exchange rates, because the markets 
already expected the budget to be approved. However, | 
would have been very worried about the impact that we 
would have had on the markets if the budget had not 
been approved, and of course there was a danger of a 
very sharp fall of the lira. Be that as it may, Friday [17 
March] morning on all the Italian financial markets—the 
stock exchange, government stock, and exchange rates— 
there was from the very start a major tide of sales on a 
rather unusual scale. 


[Gentili] Why do you think that was? Was there some- 
thing behind it? 7 

{Dini} | do not know what was behind the fact that the 
market was so primed to sell from the very first thing in 
the morning. | am not imagining anything, but if you 
examine Friday at all objectively you could say that 
Thursday there was an attempt to overturn the govern- 
ment by means of a parliamentary vote, whereas on 
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one answer to such remarks, and it 
isan “Nonsense.” This was supposed to be 
a government of truce, but | wonder how much of a truce 
this government has been granted in order to proceed 
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[Dini] There were four points, including pensions. The 
government decided to proceed with them rapidly, as has 


[Gentili] The Pole deems it “useless.” 


[Dini] It is not at all useless, because it is a major package 
to correct the public finance imbalances, that will have 
its effect in 1995 and the years to come in a permanent 
and ongoing manner. It is not just another “once-only” 
package. 

[Gentili] You were saying, about pensions... 


[Dini] We will proceed with this matter now in the same 
spirit as we did with the budget. We are working well 
with the two sides of industry, and by the end of March, 
give or take a few days, we will present a bill agreed with 
them. However, | do not want a repetition of what 


[Gentili] But there could be some delay maneuvers: 
Would it not be better to set limits? 


[Dini] You mean to waste time? I do not consider that a 


anainiantitantntioniaaae 


[Gentili] Why did you not use a decree to introduce 
pensions reform, as you did at the time of the Berlusconi 
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. approved partly 
thanks to [Communiste Renewal dissident] Sergio 
Garavini's “yes” vote, with the help of part of Commu- 
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feared and attacked by the ieft-wing forces for many 
months. Do you feel no embarrassment, Prime Minister? 


[Dini] Let this be clear: Thursday's vote entailed the 
formation of no new political majority. The government 
did not change its nature over the confidence voice. | 
interpret Communist Renewal’s vote as an acknowledg- 
ment of the necessity of the budget, even though that 
party did not agree with its composition. This acknowl- 
edgement was asseried in opposition to those who 
declared that the budget was not only unfair but useless. 


[Gentili] Do you still identify with the Pole? 
[Dini] | was put forward by the Pole to lead this 
government, and I gladly accepted. 


[Gentili] What is the status of your relations with Ber- 
lusconi? 


[Dini] My relations with him remain excellent, despite 
the verbal dialectics that we hear around. But | have 
been assigned a task, and I intend to perform it com- 
pletely. I received a vote of confidence in Parliament to 
perform the tasks indicated, so I am proceeding. Then 
we shall see. 


[Gentili] What about your relations with the president? 
Some people say that your appointment by Scalfaro has 
influenced this government too much. 


[Dini] The appointment took place on the suggestion of 
Forza Italia and the Pole with a view to carrying out a 
specific program. I formed a government which | con- 
sidered to be impartial, as is clear to whoever is 
acquainted with its members. Look, the unpleasant 
surprise occurred when the forces of the Pole decided to 
abstain and not to grant their vote of confidence for a 
program that had been agreed on. That was when things 
began to turn out as they did. There are no grounds for 
the charge that the government is trying to slow its 
action. We have acted very rapidly; three of the four 
basic program points have been virtually resolved—the 


— the budget, equal access to the 


[Gentili} Political tension remains high. Senate Speaker 
Scognamiglio has expressed the wish for a “gentle glide” 
to the election, by means of a Lefi-Right agreement. 
There is talk of opening a forum of discussions. 


[Dini] An agreement? This does not seem to me like a 
new word at all, though the attempts in this direction 
have collapsed as a result of some very violent siate- 
ments while we were seeking a solution to the issues that 
must be resolved in the coming months. But this effort 
must be resumed, and we will resume it. | intend to work 
to resolve the problems that are an essential part of the 
political conflict. 


[Gentili] Starting with the election date? 


oe oe an Coe, Cpe ane te 
made to turn it into the main issue. There are 





This report may contain 


|is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


material. Copying and enters 








FBIS-WEU-95-054 
21 March 1995 


problems that must be resolved before we can hold an 
election, and this means that the election cannot take 
place in the very near future. On the contrary. The 
important thing is to lower the temperature of the 
political conflict and to resume the normal dialectic 
between the political forces. 


[Gentili] Is there still a possibility of a June election? Or 
could an agreement be reached, for instance, on an 
October date, as [Democratic Party of the Left Secretary] 
D’Alema ts saying? 


[Dini] June, October, or another date: That is not up to 
me. I will continue to confine myself to implementing 
the four points on my program, after which the govern- 
ment will have completed its task. Meanwhile, we will 
try to advance and to resolve the difficult, thorny prob- 
lems that are themselves an obstacle to an election. 


{Gentils] I repeat: Will it be October? 


[Dini] If a decision on that date were to be made, the 
terms of the issue would have to be clarified and the 
essential timetable would have to be defined. So by 
mid-May at the latest we would have to have approved 
the economic and financial planning document, with its 
associated provisions, namely, the revenue and spending 
control measures that will make it possible to remain 
below the ceiling set for the 1996 and 1997 spending 
requirements. Hypothetically, these measures would 
have to be approved before Parliament is dissolved. 


{Gentili] Equal access to the media during the election 
campaign: the government's plan has drawn many criti- 
cisms. How do you believe it could become law in the 
near future? 


[Dini] | hope that in the next few days the basis of a 
balanced agreement will be established in Parliament. If 
that happens, the government will introduce the mea- 
sures in the form of an immediate executive decree. We 
are working toward ibis. 


{Gentili] You speke earlier about the real problems that 
exacerbate the political conflict. These are clearly anti- 
trust legislation and the referendums on television 
broadcasting. 


[Dini] Indeed. | believe that the antitrust issue is one of 
the problems that must be resolved in the near future. 
The groundwork for dialogue must be laid by seeking a 
fair solution that can be considered so by all parties. 
This, without penalizing anyone, and especially those 
who own particular television networks. 


{Gentili}] So there will be no referendum for or against 
Berlusconi. 


[Dini] Definitely not. We shall see how the debate 
proceeds, whether we can do without the referendums. I 
think that there is enough time to review the issues that 
are the subject of these referendums. There are 12 
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referendums under consideration, but I have not yet 
found a single party that has said that it is in favor of 
holding them. It seems that nobody wants these referen- 
dums, in which case we must try to remove this obstacle 
from the political scene. 


[Gentili] Privatization is not one of the four priority 
points, but it is certainly part of the government pro- 
gram. However, there seems to have been some slowing 
on this front. 


[Dini] It may have seemed so, but actually it is not so. It 
was necessary, through the establishment of an 
authority, to clarify the frame of reference that could 
provide guarantees to those who will be purchasing 
shares in these major service companies such as ENEL 
[National Electric Power Company] and STET [Turin 
Telephone Finance Company]. We are proceeding in this 
connection too. 


[Gentili] Are you aiming at a hard core, or a public 
company? 


[Dini] I do not think that the hard core is incompatible 
with the idea of a public company, when we are talking 
about major companies in the electricity or telecommu- 
nications fields. The establishment of a stable basic body 
of shareholders is in the national interest. And it is 
feasible to combine this interest with the interests of 
broad, very broad stock ownership in the major service 
companies. The formula is open to discussion. We have 
a good privatization law, which provides all necessary 
guarantees. 


{Gentili] Prime Minister, if you were to start over, would 
you leave the governorship of the Bank of Italy to 
become treasury minister in the Berlusconi government 


again? 
[Dini] Yes, I would. I have no regrets. 


[Gentili] In view of the very violent polemics, would you 
agree to head up the government again? 


[Dini] The answer is, “yes.” I fully agreed with the 
priorities assigned to he 8 government. And when an 
attempt was made to upset or destroy the budget, | did 
not hesitate to set the government's future in the balance. 
It makes no difference whether this government survives 
for one month more or less. The important thing was to 
salvage the budget, and a confidence vote was the only 
was to try to achieve this, in the given situation. 


[Gentili) To put the future of the government “in the 
balance”: Was that your secret ploy? 


[Dini] | am someone who lays his cards on the table; 
there were no ulterior motives, or hidden political inten- 
tions. We sei everything on the table clearly and hon- 
estly. On this basis it is quite possible to hold discussions 
and to find the necessary agreements. 
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Solbes: Request For G-7 Intervention ‘Correct’ 


BR2003150495 Afadrid EFE in Spanish 1039 GMT 20 
Mar 95 


{Unattributed report: “Solbes Considers the G-7 Pro- 
posal To Intervene in Monetary Crisis “Correct””] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid, 20 Mar (EFE)}— 
Economic and Finance Minister Pedro Solbes said today 
that he considered EC President Jacques Santer’s pro- 
posal to request the intervention of the group of seven 
richest countries (G-7) to appease the monetary storm to 
be correct. 


In declarations to the SER network before leaving for 
Brussels to assist in the meeting of European Economic 
and Finance ministers [Ecofin], Solbes repeated that the 
Council's agenda does not include another realignment 
of currencies, although he said that it is likely that during 
breakfast the economic situation of each country will be 
discussed “but without making any decisions.” 


He rejected calling together an urgent meeting of the 
European Monetary Council and repeated that the 
Spanish Government's decision to maintain the peseta 
in the European Monetary System [EMS] is clear. 


The economic minister said that this week, just as the 
previous weeks, is “decisive” for the markets, and that 
politics and economics merit “special attention” these 
days because of the way in which they are linked. 
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Solbes said that “we must be prepared” for the possi- 
bility of new tensions on the peseta this week, since the 
fall of the dollar has repercussions on the EMS curren- 
cies. 


He blamed the strong tensions between the dollar. the 
Japanese yen, and the German mark for the situation 
which the monetary markets are experiencing. These 
currencies have repercussions in one way or another on 
the rest of the currencies, and, in case of the peseta, they 
provoke a revaluation with respect to the dollar and a 
depreciation with respect to the German mark. 


Asked about the declarations made yesterday by the 
People’s Party’s economic spokesperson, Cristobal Mon- 
toro, in which he warned against the risk of the peseta 
leaving the EMS, the economic minister expressed his 
preoccupation because “themes of such importance are 
used as missiles in politics,” and he said that Montoro is 
committing a “very serious error” because one should 
“defend the currency and not weaken it.” 


Asked about the privatization plans which the govern- 
ment is preparing, Pedro Solbes said that the govern- 
ment has been working this out for some time and he 
added “the ideas are already there, what needs to be 
done is to define the actions.” 


The minister said that the latest economic data prove 
that “the country is doing very well, since employment is 
generated, there are investments, and the companies 
make profits.” 
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Denmark 
Jelved Accepts Opt-Out, Foresees Multispeed 
Europe 


BR2003130195 Copenhagen INFORMATION in 
Danish 18-19 Mar 95 p 4 


ee Se 
ee 


[FBIS Translated Text] The common EU currency is on 
the agenda at one EU conference after another. Never- 


terday made public the 1995 report on Denmark in the 
EU’s economic cooperation. 


In the past Jelved has criticized the Danish no to EMU, 
pointing to the resulting uncertainty surrounding the 
exchange rate of the Danish krone and the cost in the 
form of high Danish interest rates. Now Danish interest 
te are 2 percent higher than Germany's. 
According to the minister's report, this interest rate gap 
will cost 15,000 to 30,000 jobs over a three-year period. 


Now Jeived says that it is impossible to see whether the 


“We need a form of link different from that of the 
phase-three countries in which the Danish currency can 
fluctuate by up to 2.25 percent in relation to the EMU 
bioc’s currency,” the minister said. The small fluctuation 


speculation in the late summer of 1993. 


The minister ad-rits that at present there is no great 
determination among the EU countries to establish 
committed monetary cooperation, but hopes that this 
will change when EMU is established in 1999. Then 
there will be three different forms of economic cooper- 
ation in the EU. 


One system of cooperation among the EMU countries 
around a German core, one system of cooperation 
involving countries around EMU such as Denmark and 
Britain which have relatively strong economies, and an 
outer group of countries with weaker economies such as 
Spain, Portugal, and Greece. 
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“We will have a multispeed Europe,” Marianne Jelved 
said. 

The government will work to ensure that the Danish 
economy will meet the same tough demands being made 
of the economies of the EMU countries—the so-called 
convergence criteria of low inflation and the reduction of 
the public debt. 

In Jelved’s words, standing outside economic coopera- 
tion will require a high degree of self-discipline on 
Denmark's part. Marianne Jelved fears bottlenecks on 
the labor market and subsequent wage and price 
increases could destroy Denmark's strong economy. She 
believes that the politicians must be ready to intervene 
and take action on problems on the labor market. it is 
crucial to Denmark’s credibility in the currency markets 
that wages and prices are kept in order. 


Finland 


President Discusses Formation of New 
Covernment 


LD2003 143495 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Swedish 1300 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] A short while ago, President 
Martti Ahtisaari commented on the parliamentary elec- 
tions at a news conference at Helsinki railway station. 
Ahtisaari said that he will not decide on the basis of the 
government at this stage, nor does he rule out any 
alternatives. This is what he had to say about the 
formation of a government: 


[Begin Ahtisaari recording] As far as the formation of the 
government is concerned, on 29 March, following the 
opening of parliament, I intend to start the so-called 
presidential round by hearing the parliamentary speaker 
and representatives of the parliamentary groups. After 
that I will decide on further measures. It will no doubt 
take two days, 29 and 30 March. It is to be hoped that the 
intervening period will be spent in a useful way so that 
the forthcoming government negotiations can lead to a 
rapid result. [end recording] 


President Ahtisaari also said that he is disappointed that 
the advance of women and young people failed to 
materialize. 


Center Party's Aho on Post-Election Goals 


9SENOI71A Helsinki KAUPPALEHTI in Finnish 9 
Mar 95 pp 43-45 


{Article by Pekka Kostamo: “Well-Composed Stong 
Man Will Turn Very Last Stone for a Center Party 
Election Win”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] The Prime Minister and Party 
Chairman sits in front of the window at Kesaranta, calm 
as a steady Ostrobothnia river. In the background is the 
biue glow of a wintry afternoon over the the Seurasaari 
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expanse. One can only imagine that, amidst all this 
serenity, strong emotions are raging, however. For, at the 
very least, it must be a little giddying to contemplate the 
immediate future. 


Esko Aho, 40, is a strong. politically composed man, a 
stone turner. On the exterior only determination is 
visible. He believes, and wants everyone else to believe, 
that the Center Party will win the elections. The party 
will achieve a defensive victory as Party Secretary Pekka 
Perttula has threatened. 


Before that, however, the very last stone in this country 
has to be turned. 


Aho explains a defensive victory as the assumption and 
shouldering of responsibility during a period which has 
been very troublesome to the party. The victory won in 
the last parliamentary elections was a “hard chapier” for 
the Center, and maintaining that level in the upcoming 
elections would constitute a defensive victory. 


“The expression “when the very last stone has been 
turned“ means that the people have been mobilized and 


encouraged to go to the polling booths. People have been 
pondering a lot whether all that has been done is wise”. 


Now it is Aho’s turn to ponder. He knows how to inject 
optimism in the surrounding atmosphere. He himself is 
like the personification of trust and hope in the future. 
He boldly claims that the public sympathy is in favor of 
his government's policies. 


“It seerns that, despite everything, people appreciate the 
government's results. This has been evident from elec- 
tion campaign rallies and, for instance, from the positive 
attitude toward the Prime Minister as an individual. 
This atmosphere must now be turned into support for 
the Center Party,” Aho states as his plan. 


At the time of the interview, Gallup polls did not earlier 
indicate a crushing, or even a defensive, victory for the 
Center Party. Now, a week and a half before the vote, the 
figures are finally turning upward. Aho believes that his 
government's policies have been going in the correct 
direction. He says that if voters want this to continue the 
Center is the best choice. 


Employment Does Not Improve From Exports Alone 


The unemployment rate is a sore point for the Center, as 
well as for other parties. Those unemployed are not 
interested in impressed by increased exports, the low 
inflation rate, the tolerable interest rates, nor the sta- 
bility of the markka. These are things on the macro level 
of the national economy—far distant from the concerns 


of the idle, jobless person. 


Aho admits that the employment rate has not yet 
improved through increased exports. Construction and 
private sector services must also create additional jobs in 
the next few years. 
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He remembers to mention that a rise in household 
purchasing power has been predicted for already this 
year. But a priority this year remains that of achieving 
greater economic stability. 


Work Will Eventually Be Found 


Aho is not promising too much to the unemployed, 
because “jobs do not grown on trees.” 


The number of jobs depends on how we go about 
increasing the number of employers. Work grows in a 
health economy, and it disappears when the economy is 
sick. Aho lectures. 


“Combining a growing economy and higher employment 
is easy, but the turnaround does not happen immedi- 
ately.” 


Aho’s consolation to the unemployed is scant, because 
times are tough also for politicians. 


“The problems in politics is that is is difficult to get a 
person to believe that he, too, will eventually find a job. 
And now there are sectors enjoying post-recession 
growth, and jobs have been created.” 


Center Party Still Grieving 


In the Center Party there is still some grieving caused by 
disputes with the with the European Union. Differing 
opinions have always been publicly seen and heard in the 
Center Party. The arena is active, to say the least. 
According to Aho, the party is open and democratic. 
More than 3,000 people participate in party conven- 
tions. This is hard, but something from which the party 
also draws strength. 


Aho does not accept the division of society into rural 
people, white collar workers, urbanities, consumers. etc. 
For city people also have homes in the countryside, and 
the rural population—the farmers—are consumers as 
well. In his opinion, the Finnish Center Party looks very 
much like the demographic picture of the Finnish 
nation. 


“When these people have been mobilized and get to the 
polls, the vexation of the Party is over. When the party 
loyalists and some few hundred thousand additional 
citizens vote for the Center, the resulting percentages will 
be sufficient for a victory.” 


Aho thinks this faith in a Center victory is strengthened 
by the fact that an atmosphere of clarity exists within the 
party, in contrast with the situation in the Conservative 
and Social Democratic Parties. 


Mobile and Slumoering Aces 


The Center Party also feels it holds the ace in the hole in 
mobile and dormant voters. Aho says that the Center is 
a party of youth. Its ties to youth are very strong. 
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According to him, Center is increasingly the party of 
entrepreneurs. This hold has been tightened, and the 
party now enjoys the support and favor of business 
people. 


“Regarding issues close to the man in the street—such as 
obtaining income security—we have not wavered,” Aho 
claims. In addition, according to him, the Center Party is 
the only national party whose interest spreads across the 
entire country. 


As a person from Ostrobothnia, Aho has often been 
asked about his concept of patriotism. What does this 
term mean in modern times?. 


As events organized by the Lotta Svard [women’s mili- 
tary auxiliary] and veterans groups, and even at youth 
dances, Aho says that the question hovers in the air, 
because there is fear that Finland’s interests will be 
crushed in the EU. Membership in the EU confuses 


people. 


But Aho has a ready answer to even this 64,000 dollar 
question: “Patriotism requires courage. There must be 
courage to open up to the outside world, and to enter 
new fields to take care of out own business. The new 
patriotism no longer entails the protecting of borders just 
from within, but also from without,” he stipulates. 


Aho says he personally has experienced these times of 
establishing closer times with the EU as “wonderful.” 


“You have to have believe in yourself, and that you have 
defended your views with courage and determination.” 


Gifted Individuals in Politics 


All his life, Aho has been in the thick of politics. 
Referring to his post as trade expert in Kannus seems 
superfluous, seeing how fast and conspicuosly Aho has 
risen to the nation’s pinnacles of power. 


As a professional politician, Aho now sees the strange 
and odd features entering politics: the appearance of 
many new parties and single-cause movements. 


“Taking care of such issues is within the purview of 
special interest groups. Political parties, on the other 
hand, are for dealing with wide problems. When neces- 
sary, they too will adopt a single-issue agenda, “Aho 
explains. According to him, democracy defends itself 
and cuts away the extraneous. 


Aho is also worried about how gifted individuals can be 
kept involved in politics. One reason for the poor repu- 
tation politics has is, in his opinion, that the treatment of 
political leaders has been an affront to privacy. 


“Superficial publicity stamps all polticial life as the 
activity of cheap open-air market auctioneers.” 


He also feels that the positive aspect in politics is the 
possiblity of being able to effect societal concerns. When 
there is recession and unemployment, societal matters 
are also of interest. Perhaps the appearance of small 
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special interest groups derives from the fact that citizens 
feel the large political parties have not accomplished 
anything. 


“It is certain, however, that in good times, people 
distance themselves from political parties and especially 
from party work. 


Political Campaigning Or Firm Convictions? 


[Kostamo] It is said political activity is only a form of 
campaigning, a power struggle for one’s own and the 
party’s position. 


Well, [Aho concedes] politics are that also, or so it seems, 
but Aho wants to clarify: “Being involved with politics 
is, to the greatest degree, working with firm convicitions. 
It can, of course, be enhanced with good public perfor- 
mances and campaigning. 


“Politics are like keeping in good condition. As in sports, 
in politics too, the results are achieved in the biggest of 
games, or in big decisions. Taking an analogy from 
school, a politician must have done his homework. for 
one does not succeed by skipping.” 


Arrogant or Pertinent 


Last week, in some Gallup poll. Aho received the eval- 
uation “arrogant.” Well, throughout the ages, gentlemen 
have given this impression to some, because people do 
not always understand the difficulties of being in gov- 
ernment. The arrogance seen stems from the fact that it 
is not worth explaining these difficulties to common 
folk. Above all, the Prime Minister has been pertinent; 
and even that has the tinge of arrogance and Ostroboth- 
nian haughtiness. 


He has not sunk down into populism. He does not 
tolerate stupid people in his company. Aho is a also 
“devilishly stubborn.” This was said by a female Party 
candidate. But stubborness is only an advantage. as long 
as one is in the right. 


Outside the political arena, Aho is cordiality personified 
(if there are no stupid people present). Cordiality oozes 
from him, if he lets it be seen. A good sense of humor, 
affability—also in questionable surroundings—and per- 
fect table manners, all derive from his good home 
upbringing. Aho himself says that he is a typical Mid- 
Ostrobothnian in his attitudes. In Middle Ostrobothnia, 
taking care of responsibilities is appreciated, and 
devious means are not tolerated. In-depth knowledge of 
matters is also in the blood of Middle Ostrobothnians. 
Aho says that he has learned the relative importance of 
things during his tenure as prime minister. Therefore, he 
is a tough boss to subordinates who have to cover for 
him. The main thing to Aho is that whatever has to be 
done should be based on good preparation. 
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Sweden 


Hjelm-Wallen on Neutrality Policy, EU 
BR2103 104895 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 20 Mar 95 p 6 


[Report on interview with Swedish Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm- Wallen by Bo Stenstrom; place, date not 
given: “Swedish Foreign Minister Sees Differences in 
Traditions: ‘Finland Is More Pragmatic””’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Finland Foreign Minister 
Paavo Rantanen, among others, says that neutrality is no 
longer compatible with membership of the EU, in 
Sweden they adhere strictly to a formulation from 1992 
that “Sweden's military nonalignment—which has the 
aim that our country will be able to be neutral in the 
event of war in our immediate environs—remains in 


place.” 


“There are differences between the Swedish and Finnish 
traditions,” said Swedish Foreign Minister Lena Hjelm- 
Wallen, who has recently helped to driving home neu- 
trality in Sweden. 


Neutrality must be predictable, the country must stay 
outside all military alliances, and Sweden should not 
“create expectations among other states of Swedish 
military involvement in the event of armed conflict.” 


The foreign minister said that nonalignment/neutrality 
is an old tradition in Sweden and its deeply rooted 
emotionally among the Swedish people. 


She often uses the term “the Swedish people.” She has 
had time to discuss Finland’s and Sweden's views with 
Rantanen. 


“It is different in Finland. With the history that Finland 
has had, the approach to these questions is more prag- 
matic. At bottom there is some difference in how we deal 
with them even though we have followed the same line 
over the last half century. 


Hjelm-Wallen emphasized that there is no difference 
between the previous (nonsocialist) government's view 
of neutrality and the present government's: “We back 
exactly the same words which the Riksdag has laid 
down.” 


“What divides us is the person of |Moderate Coalition 
Party leader] Carl Bildt. As prime minister he went 
further in a statement about Swedish security policy when 
he claimed that ‘neutrality would be an unlikely choice if 
any Baltic state were threatened.” 


The Social Democrats in opposition then wondered if 
this implied a change on the part of the Swedish Gov- 
ernment and party leader Ingvar Carlsson requested (in 
the fall of 1993) party leader negotiations, which are 
usual where security policy issues are concerned. 


Bildt did not call party leader negotiations and Hjelm- 
Wallen believes that this is due to the fact that Bildt's 
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statement was not endorsed by the government. Center 
Party leader Olof Johansson was of a different opinion 
and this would have become apparent during party 
leader negotiations. 

“This made it possible for him to hide in the reeds and not 
have to address the issue.” 


When the Social Democratic government came into 
office, Ingvar Carlsson issued an invitation for party 
leader negotiations but these coincided with the mink 
debate. Certain submarine indications after 1992 were 
believed to have been caused by swimming minks and 
the mood became very inflamed when Carisson brought 
attention to bear on a letter Bildt had written to Yeltsin 
about submarine violations. 

“Involved” and “clear/unclear” are two key concepts in 
the domestic Swedish foreign policy debate. Both are to 
do with Sweden's attitude to the Baltic region. 


The government is criticized for being less involved in 
Baltic issues than Bildt and the former government were 
and Bildt’s vagueness is believed to have had a preven- 
tive value in itself [preventivt egenvaerde]. 


In the background there is perhaps a desire on the part of 
one people to soften the neutrality link because of the 
uture. 


How unlikely, then, is Swedish neutrality in war? The 
foreign minister is not sure of Bildt’s Moderates and the 
Liberal Party, but everybody else wants it to be clear that 
the Swedish Government should keep Sweden out of 
war. 


“The goal is that neutrality should keep Sweden out of a 
war in our immediate environs. 


“We thus believe that nonalignment benefits us the 
most. 


“So you have to be careful with your words. Neutrality 
must, of course, also be protected. 


“If you then say that neutrality is a less likely choice, 
then you are not protecting neutrality. Bildt wants us to 
have vagueness surrounding it.” 


If it is unlikely that you are neutral—what are you? 


“Everybody knows that we can be involved in the world; 
neutrality has to do with military things. If you are too 
sweeping, you can then create expectations which are 
totally unrealistic,” Lena Hjelm- Wallen said. 


“When we have said what we have said, we have 
received some reactions from the Baltic states which are 
steeped in disappointment and this only confirms what 
we really thought.” 


If there are expectations in the Baltic region that Sweden 
will participate in some form of military support action, 
they are completely wrong. 
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“Our defenses are noi organized like that and we have no 
policy for this whatsoever.” 


“Stupid Domestic Politics™ 


According to the foreign minister, the suggestion that the 
Social Democrats are not involved in support of the 
Baltic states’ sovereignty and survival is stupid domestic 
politics. They have always been involved in the foreign 
policy debate—perhaps too much, in many people's 


opinion. 


“Neutrality did not stop the (previous) Social Demo- 
cratic government from being active when the liberation 
of the Baltic states became possible. | was development 
cooperation minister and launched a rather large support 
program. We were actively involved in the entire liber- 
ation process. 


“We plan to be actively involved in building a European 
security order. We know that our policy of nonalignment 
is appreciated by most politicians in Europe, but they 
want to know where we stand.” 


Since the foreign minister interprets the word neutrality 
strictly in its military sense, she does not see a contra- 
diction between neutrality and EU membership. 


The EU is not a defense alliance and therefore she does 
not accept that the word neutrality would have any 
bearing on the EU with the result that the Swedes would 


have to change their policy. 


“Il am completely convinced that if anyone on the yes-side 
in the referendum campaign had seriously questioned 
neutrality policy, then it would never have been yes in 


There were unanimous assurances from the yes-side that 
there were promises that Sweden was accepted as a 
nonaligned country and there were also references to the 
veto. 


“Going back to the Swedish peoplc after three months and 
say that neutrality was not reaily all that important would 
have meant that we were on very thin ice with the Swedish 
people, that we had deceived the Swedish people. 


“What we said before the referendum must also remain 
in force after the referendum 


Lena Hjelm-Wallen has a vision of a new European 
security and peace order which embraces everyone and 
precludes a war situation. 


“Why should we then have military alliances—and even 
neutrality would ill then be an obsolete (superfluous) 
concept. This is where we want to go, of course.” 


The foreign minister pointed out that no party in Sweden 
has spoken in favor of NATO membership even though 
such views have been voiced in the Moderates’ and 
Liberal Party's yout’ 


=) MONS. 
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“We do not see NATO as a halfway house on the road te 
the vision of a pan-European security order.” 


discussing it. Uniess a discussion arises when and if the 
government cuts down too much on defense. 


As far as the EU's future is concerned, the forcign 


“I do not believe in a United States of Europe.” 


Sweden has just appointed a parliamentary commission 
on the EU's future. It is not a normal Swedish com- 


mittee; it will be an instrument for consultations with 
“the Swedish people.” 

It will be able to do its own investigations, have panels 
analyzing different questions, and have subcommittees 


The government has firm preliminary ideas on some 
questions. The veto should be kept. Foreign policy is a 
matter between states. 

Lena Hjelm-Wallen has an idealistic picture of how the 
Swedish people will take the concrete issues as their 
point of departure and look at the EU's organization 
from the point of view of these issues to avoid a sequel 
like that after Maastricht I. 


She believes in soft security policy. 
Center Party Chairman Opposes ‘Optional 
Neutrality 


95EN0173A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 22 Feb 95 p 16 


{Interview with Center Party Chairman Olof Johansson 
by Anita Kratz; place and date not given: “Center Party 
Leader Never Supported Doctrine; Even When He Was 
Minister, Johansson Distanced Himself From Security 
Policy Objective”’] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Even when he was a minister in 
the Moderate-led government, Center Party Leader Olof 
Johansson distanced himself from the formulation on 
Swedish neutrality. And this despite the fact that the 
Center Party's own representative approved it in the 
Riksdag’s standing committee on foreign affairs. 
Today Riksdag members will again get to hear that 
formulation when Foreign Minister Lena Hjelm- Wallen 
(Social Democrat) delivers her foreign policy statement. 
Party leader talks have begun, however. so as to see 
whether all party leaders interpret “should be able to be 
neutral in the event of a war in the immediate area” in 
the same way. It was then Prime Minister Cari Bildt 
(Moderate) who was writing in 1992 and Olof Johansson 
was environment minister. 
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Today Olof Johansson absolutely does not stand behind 
the formulation, something we will hear in today's 
foreign policy debate, which will come after the state- 
ment. 

As far back as the spring of 1992, when the Riksdag, 
including the Center Party's Riksdag gror-. pushed 
through the new statement on neutrality, Olc -,ohansson 
was not satisfied. Afterwards Cari Bildt and other Mod- 
erates came up with their own interpretations of the new 
formulation. 

[Johansson] I had more or less predicted that would 
happen. 


[Kratz] Why at that time did you not say no? 


[Johansson] I can't make a fuss over everything. Strictly 
speaking, it would have worked if they had folded the old 
neutrality formulation into the new one. 


Decision of the Riksdag 


[Kratz] But at that time didn’t you need to consent to 
changing the old formulation? 


[Johansson] We did not have a decisive influence over 
that. It is only now that we are :n the opposition that we 
have influence. 


[Kratz] But weren't you a part of the government? 
[Johansson] It was the Riksdag that made the decision. 


[Kratz] As party leader, you never okayed the formula- 
tion? 


[Johansson] No, I have never done that other than 
indirectly, in a response by Prime Minister Bildt to a 
question raised in the Riksdag by Gudrun Schyman. 


But that (the response to a question raised in the Riks- 
dag) is divided up at the Cabinet Office and the minis- 
tries, but there you have every possible piece of paper 
around you. At that time what | had managed to nego- 
tiate in the government's 1991 statement, with the 
foliowing formulation, was still in effect: “that the main 
line in Swedish security policy. which can be summa- 
rized as neutrality in peacetime with an aim of neutrality 
in wartime, retain its basic importance.” | thought we 
could keep this up. 


Par Granstedt, at the time the Center Party's represen- 
tative on the foreign affairs committee, explained what 
happened in the committee in the spring of 1992: “I had 
the impression that the formulation had the support of 
the party leaders. It is possible that communications 
between me and Olof Johansson weren't working ai that 
time.” 


Fairly soon after the decision was pushed through the 
Riksdag, Par Gransted came to see clearly that the leader 
of his party should not have approved the proposal, and 
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today he has gradually been saying that Olof Johansson 
was right in saying that the formulation had been inter- 
preted in a misicading way. 


The People’s Will 

Olof Johansson is a determined opponent of Cari Bildt's 
so-called optional neutrality: “The option is just a pos- 
sibility: if we want to, when we want to. No one knows.” 
The Center Party leader wants to revert to the formula- 
tion that Sweden will be neutral in peacetime “aimed at 
neutrality in wartime.” 

Olof Johansson thinks that the discussion about Swedish 
security policy has become somewhat of an elitist discus- 
sion. “It's a question of what the Swedish people want. 
They will be affected by the consequences of this formu- 


He also thinks it is important how other countries 
understand the Swedish position. Ambiguity should not 
arise. 

In a speech Carl Bildt said that it is possible to imagine 
Sweden behaving the same way she did during the 
Finnish Winter War if the Baltic area should be attacked. 


[Kratz] As far as Sweden is concerned, is there 2 differ- 
ence if Finland, an EU member, were attacked as 
opposed io the same thing happening to EU member 
Spain? 

[Johansson] Cleasiy. There's different geography. We 
never declared ourselves neutral during the Finnish 
Winter War. That situation could recur in our imme- 
diate area. Volunteer efforts are seen as compatible with 
neutrality. 


[Kratz] What if the Baltic area were to be attacked? 


[Johansson] We can't make promises or hold out the 
prospect of sending our troops over there. If we did. we 
would have to reorganize the whole Swedish military. 


You shouldn't raise expectations. We will decide by 
ourselves. History has shown that there are nuances. You 
don't need to declare yourself neutral if you recognize 
that that is going too far. 


Government Declaration on Neutrality Viewed 


95ENO173B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 22 Feb 95 p 8 


[Article by Borje Karlsson: “Neutrality Holding Firm; 
Sweden Will Not Intervene if a Neighboring Country Is 
Attacked, According to a New Declaration”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sweden will not intervene mili- 
tarily if any of our neighbor countries is attacked from 
the outside. We do not need to impose any other 
restrictions on ourselves. This is what Foreign Minister 
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Lena Hjelm-Wallen will explain today when she presents 
the government's foreign policy declaration in the Riks- 
dag. 


DAGENS NYHETER has read the entire declaration, in 
which Hjelm-Wallen reiterates that the 1992 Riksdag 
decision on security policy will hold firm: The aim of 
Sweden's military neutrality is seeing to it that our 
country should be able to be neutral in the event of a war 
in our immediate area. 
The Social Democrats have accused Moderate Party 
leader Cari Bildt of having generated ambiguity over the 
Riksdag decision in his “Baltics speech” in the fall of 
1993. Bildt said that Sweden will hardly remain neutra! 
if the Baltic states are attacked. In today's declaration 
Hjelm-Wallen will emphasize that Sweden's behavior 
must be “predictable.” 


“We will not raise other states’ expectations of Swedish 
military involvement in the event of an armed conflict,” 
the declaration states. In addition, Sweden does not need 
“to impose restrictions on herself when it comes to 
taking part in expanding European cooperation.” 


Talks Going On 

At the sarne time the foreign minister explains that 
“threats to the Baltic states’ independence and security 
cannot leave Sweden indifferent.” 


In the declaration the government says it is seeking 
agreement on the interpretation of security policy. Talks 
are ongoing but, according to the controversial article 
that Carl Bildt wrote for last Sunday's DAGENS 
NYHETER, thus far they have been “confused” and 
without “substance.” 

In the declaration the government emphasizes that 
Sweden is not seeking membership in NATO or the 
WEU (West European Union) but is taking part in the 
PFP (Partnership for Peace) and as an “active” observer 
in the WEU. With its membership in the EU (European 
Union), it is possible for Sweden to “take part construc- 
tively in the development of its joint foreign and security 
policy,” the declaration reads. 

Leading up to the EU's 1996 government conference, 
Hjelm-Wallen promises a “broad public debate.” She 
also wants to increase the general public's understanding 
of the work of the EU. 


Just as in the government's declaration in October, the 
UN's importance to international peace and security is 
emphasized. The Council of Europe and the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
must have “real opportunities to get involved early and 
forcefully when there is the threat of a conflict.” 


Support for the UN is a cornerstone of Swedish foreign 
policy, Hjelm-Wallen asserts, and it is in order to 
strengthen and reform the UN that Sweden is cam- 
paigning for a seat on the Security Council in 1997-98, 
the declaration says. 
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Disarmament is another central part of Swedish foreign 
policy, the foreign policy declaration states. Sweden is 
seeking an extension for an indefinite period of the 
Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons treaty (NPT) and 
is also working on behalf of an agreement for the total 
elimination of nuclear weapons testing. 


The aim must be the total elimination of these weapons, 
if possible within 10 to 15 years, Hjelm-Wallen says. 


Growing Gap 

Peacekeeping operations have increased in number, but 
they address symptoms rather than causes, the forcign 
minister will state. The world community must deal with 
basic problems such as extreme social poverty, violations 
of human rights, and ethnic conflict. The application of 
international law must thus be expanded to protect 
individuals, not just states, Hjelm-Wallen says. 


At the Cabinet Office and the ministries a program on 
international security is now being put together. The aim 


The gap between the peoples of the world has become 

greater in the past 30 years, the foreign minister notes, 

warning of a future “social bomb.” She pinned hopes on 

the summit meeting on social issues in Copenhagen in 

oa and the UN’"s women’s conference in Beijing 
is fall. 


Russia Censured 

The foreign minister is worried about the situation in the 
Middle East and the former Yugoslavia. She censured 
Russian acts of war in Chechnya but emphasized that 
Russia must still be integrated into European coopera- 
ton. 

Following Hjelm-Wallen’s declaration there will be a 
foreign policy debate, which will be broadcast on televi- 
sion starting at 0900 hours. Three party leaders will take 
part: Carl Bildt (Moderate), Olof Johansson (Center), 
and Alf Svensson (Christian Democrat). The Green 
Party will be represented by spokesman Marianne Sam- 
uelsson, the Liberal Party by group leader Lars Leijon- 
borg, and the Left Party by its new foreign policy 
spokesman Eva Zetterberg. 


Social Democrats Look For Support on Budget 


95P206014 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 10 Jan 95 p 5 


[FBIS Media Note] On 10 January, Swedish Finance 
Minister Goran Persson presented the minority Social 
Democratic government's first budget proposal, 
designed to attack Sweden's greatest economic prob- 
lem—its burgeoning deficit- -and restore flagging inter- 
national confidence in the economy. In what he 
described as the largest spending cuts in Swedish history 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














46 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


(10 January DAGENS NYHETER)—21!.7 billion kro- 
nor—Persson slashed the budgets of all ministries, pro- 
posed cutting support payments to parents with children, 
lowering rent subsidies, adjusting levels of sick leave and 


government 
increases. To fulfill one of the Social Democrats’ major 
election campaign promises, to reduce unemployment, 
Labor Minister Anders Sundstrom a package 
of job creation measures, which, according to DAGENS 
NYHETER, would temporarily add 2.2 billion kronor to 
the budget deficit for 1995-96. 
Recognizing the importance of international confidence 
in the economy after Moody's lowered Sweden's credit 
rating, Persson is also attempting to reassure interna- 
tional investors that his government is serious about 
doing something about the country’s economic prob- 
lems. The last week in January, he traveled to the U.K. to 
meet with British businessmen. According to an account 
in the 28 January SVENSKA DAGBLADET, Persson 
told them the package “was one of the austerity 
programs in Western Europe since World War II.” One 
businessman told the paper later that, although they were 
impressed with Persson’s “determination,” their pessi- 
mistic view of the Swedish economy had not changed. In 
mid-February Persson visited the United States, where, 
according to the 16 February SVENSKA DAGBLADET, 
investors were similarly cautious. 


Homefront Less Impressed 
Initial Swedish press reaction criticized the Social Dem- 
ocrats for lacking a vision of the future. Editorials in the 
two major dailies, DAGENS NYHETER and SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET, accused Persson of merely tinkering 
with the system with no long term policy changes, which 
both newspapers believe is what is necessary to restore 
international confidence. The centrist DAGENS 
NYHETER wrote on || January that Persson was “furm- 
bling” and that the government did “not dare to develop 
a clear argument.” The 10 January SVENSKA DAG- 
BLADET detailed what it said were minor adjustments 
in programs, noting that some will result in decreases in 
spending and some in increases. The paper concluded 
that there was little real change in policy, with the result 
that the budget could balloon again during the next 
iness weekly VECKANS AFFARER 
said on 16 January that: “Support payments and com- 
pensation will be lowered a little here and a little there, 
but a vision of a long-term robusi welfare system is 
lacking.” The | | January SVENSKA DAGBLADET was 
more chastising, describing the proposals as “salami- 
slicing” tactics or “the least possible policy,” and noting 
that people will “only have something to fight against. 
Nothing to fight for.” The paper asserted that what was 
necessary to restore international confidence was a 
broad agreement among the parties in parliament on 
austerity measures, not ad hoc support from the Left 
Party, or former communists, on whom the SDP has 
relied for support on other legislation. 


a tn an ote ae tie 


same proposal in parliament would be a positive sign: 
“The fact that the Social Democrats and Moderates 
together supported spending cuts will send significant 
signals to observers in international markets. Finally the 
two arch rivals have come together, it will be said.” 
Admittedly, according to SVENSKA DAGBLADET, 
such a move to the right would mean the Social Demo- 


The most controversial of the government's proposals 
were those of Labor Minister Anders Sundstrom for 
reducing unemployment, which were heavily criticized 
by all parties when they were released. Opposition par- 
ties were especially critical of a proposal for “employ- 
ment rebates,” or a temporary reduction in the social 
fees that employers pay the government for cach 
employee. They accused the Social Democrats of 
“throwing away” seven billion kronor on measures that 
might be ineffective, and ing to the nonsocialists 
were “unnecessary.” (SVENSKA DAGBLADET 26 Jan) 
Moderate Party leader Cari Bildt dubbed Sundstrom 
“Minister Miscarry.” Editorials in SVENSKA DAG- 
BLADET were particularly critical, calling Sundstrom a 
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“failure as labor minister” (SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
30 Jan) and referring to his package 
circus.” (SVENSKA DAGBLADET 7 Feb) The Green 


tion that part of the rebate be used to improve the work 
environment. The other parties decried the agreement. 
According to reaction in the 7 February SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET, the Center Party described it as a des- 
perate attempt to “save face on the part of the Labor 
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Minister,” and many articles in SVENSKA DAG- 
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NC2003 141195 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Greek Government and 
prime minister are determined to neutralize those anom- 
alous circles who do not desire Greek-Albanian rap- 
prochement. This statemeni was made by Foreign Min- 
ister Karolos Papoulias immediately after his hasty 
return from Paris to address the situation. As he said, he 
expected something like this to happen before his visit to 
Albania. Papoulias expressed his wrath and indignation 
over the incident and said he will meet Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou today. 

Official sources say an emergency meeting is now being 
heid in the Chamber of Deputies to deal with the issue 
caused by the arrest of seven armed individuals on the 
Greek-Albanian border. The meeting is being attended 
by Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias, National 
Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis, and by Public 
Order Minister Stilianos Papathemelis. Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou will be briefed on developments 
after the meeting. 


The interrogation of the seven arrested people is con- 
tinuing in absolute secrecy at the Ioannina Police head- 
quarters. Although their identity has not been released, 
one of the three Greek nationals who was arrested served 
as a policeman for five years and then resigned while 
another of the three served three years ago as a reservist 
second lieutenant in the Marine Corps. 


The arrested men’s lawyers, who were summoned to the 
courthouse, have not met their clients and have not been 
briefed on the whole case. This might take place this 
afternoon when the seven will be taken before the 
loannina prosecutor. Investigations have been extended 
throughout Ipiros and inspections at the Greek-Albanian 
border have been intensified. 


A conference was held earlier today at the Public Order 
Ministry. The seven arrested people are members of the 
North Epirus Liberation Front, which is known as 
MAVI. The conference was attended by Public Order 
Minister Stilianos Papathemelis. Deputy Public Order 
Minister losif Valirakis, and Chicf of Police Emmanouil 
Khourdhakis. 


An extensive search yesterday by men from the antiter- 
rorism squad, involving nine houses and a handicrafts 
shop, uncovered a MAVI leaflet claiming responsibility 
for an incident at the Albanian guardpost of Peshkepi in 
1994. The home of policeman Karvelas. one of those 
arrested in Dhelivenakion in Ipiros, was searched. 
According to the security authorities’ evidence, the 
armed section of MAVI is estimated to combine approx- 
imately 50 individuals, Greeks and North Epirotes 
[ethnic Greeks of Albania). 





police measures will continue to be taken in the area. 


Albanian Official Hails Action 
NC2003200595 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following a broad, emergency 


Asked if there is an organization named MAVI [North 
Epirus Liberation Front], Venizelos stressed that since it 
is issuing proclamations, it exists as an organization. He 
added that all possibilities are being investigated. 

Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias, Defense Minister 
Yerasimos Arsenis, Public Order Minister Stilianos Pap- 
athemelis, Justice Minister Anastasios Peponis, Deputy 
Minister to the Prime Minister Andonios Livanis, 
Deputy Public Order Minister losif Valirakis, and 
National Information Services Director Leonidhas Vasi- 
hikopoulos participated in the meeting. [passage omitted] 


In 2 statement, Coalition of the Left and Progress 
stressed that the government must immediately disband 
the extremist organizations that, through their unac- 
countable actions, are systematically undermining 
regional peace and stability. The Coalition believes the 
government must move firmly and [words indistinct] in 
the road to talks and must smooth out relations with 


Albania and Skopje [The Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia—FY ROM] 


An Albanian Foreign Ministry spokesman hailed the 
actions of the Greek authorities in arresting the armed 
men and described it as a new indication of good will. 
The spokesman told REUTERS: We welcome Athens’ 
actions, which demonstrate that last week's Greek- Alba- 
nian talks were serious. 
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Papandreou Condemns ‘Provocation’ 


NC2003205695 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1900 GMT 20 Mar 95 


Cogpomyty oy ned them, 
nose ahold heat etiecan 
guarantees peace, national pride. and the protection of 
the minority. We are not provoking anyone. So, | believe 
we will clear up this case soon. 
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[Papandreou] These always exisi. [end recording] (pas- 
sage omitted] 

A short time ago, Public Order Minister Stilianos Pap- 
athemelis said the recent rapprochement between 
Greece and Albania has upset Turkey and Skopje [The 
Former Yugosiav Republic of Macedonia—FY ROM] as 
well a3 each of those country's protectors. 

described the arrest of the seven as a significant police 
accomplishment. Late this afternoon, the seven men 
appeared before the loannina prosecutor. [passage 
omitted] 

The public order minisier stressed that the seven 
arrested men belong to an extreme mghtist organization 
and their plans would have endangered the country's 
international relations. [passage omitted] 


In an interview with the ATHENS NEWS AGENCY, 
Albanian Foreign Minister Alfred Serreqi admitted that 
some people in his country are also working against 
Greek-Albanian rapprochement. Serreqi said tonight in 
Paris that he is optimistic that after Papoulias’ visit the 
two countries wil! quickly sign the proposed friendship 
and cooperation protocol. [passage omitted] 

Serreqgi spoke in Paris to Athens Television Network 
correspondent Nikolacs Meletis. 


[Begin recording] (Meletis] Although Albanian Foreign 
Minister Alfred Serreqi knew as of this morning the 
reasons Papoulias was forced to urgently return to 
Athens, when we asked him if the Greek Government 
had informed him of the arrests he said he did not know. 
He avoided replying to our questicas. 


Late this afiernoon when we asked him again if the 
arrests would affect Greek-Albanian relations, Serreqi 
stressed that these are noi the crux of the problem. 


[Serregi, in English} You insist on the question and I 
insist On not answering it, because it is not the canal of 


the problem. [end recording] 
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Eliminate Terror ‘Sources’ 
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We have observed that these terrorist acts have been 
reinforced with the aid of neighboring countries.” 
Ciller stated that great care has been taken to ensure the 
safety of civilians and civilian institutions during the 
operation. to the incidents that had occurred 
in Tunceli last Saturday [18 March], Ciller said that the 
aim is to foil plans aimed at spreading the incidents 
throughout Turkey on the occasion of the Nevruz hol- 
iday. She stressed that the aim is to achieve an atmo- 
sphere in which citizens are protected against terror. 
[Ciller] “This is why: international laws have been 
respected. We are continuing with all the necessary 

ign contacts and carry out the necessary briefings. 
Soon I will be personally contacting a series of heads of 
states and governments, among them President Clinton. 
Our president and foreign minister will also continue 
with the necessary contacts. We have warned the outside 
world on the issue. I would like to take this opportunity 
to clearly state that the Turkish community is strong. 
Our country is strong. Our state is determined and 
resolved to eradicate the evil of terrorism from our 
country.” 


Ciller stated that terrorism, which has been on the rise 
for the last 10 years, is now on the decline, but that it 
should be totally defeated by the end of the year. Noting 
that the commitment to the country’s indivisible unity 
and integrity can not prevent Turkey from its unification 
process with the West and the civilized world, Ciller 
added that this process, which has been initiated with the 
Customs Union, will continue with determination at 
every step. 

[Cilier] “Because this is the wish of the Turkish people. 
We are, on the one hand, taking a series of steps and 
measures to grant more freedom and democracy to our 
own people, and on the other hand, we are trying to 
secure an atmosphere of unity devoid of terror in which 
these values can flourish. We are determined to achieve 
this goal. We should be well aware of our delicate 
balances. We should, furthermore, continue our deter- 
mination to unite with the civilized world and take our 
leading position in that world. Let everyone be calm. I 
would like to appeal to all my citizens once more. The 
operation is continuing exactly as planned. I would like 
to state that this operation should be perceived as a hot 
pursuit aimed at eradicating the centers of the PKK 
terror, which have for years vecn threatening the indi- 
visible unity of our country. These centers of terrorism 
have organized themselves outside our borders after 
having failed to establish themselves in our country. The 
operation will continue until results are attained. In 
other words, we are doing this for a purpose. We need to 
eradicate these terrorists who have established them- 
selves in that region in an effort to prevent acis of 
terrorism directed against us. We will be withdrawing as 
soon as our mission is completed. The issue will be 
clarified in the coming days. The important issue is to 
achieve our goal. This goal is aimed at eliminating these 
terrorists who are massacring our innocent civilians.” 
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Military Update 
TA2003174295 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Here is an update on the opera- 


up in Diyarbakir that the units have reached their 


the Bote camp and returned to 
base. He said that the operation is being conducted 
between the Habur border crossing and Mezargedigi in 
Semdinli District in Hakkari. He pointed out that the 
ground force units are carrying out area searches. He 
stressed that there are no casualties among our units so 


control of our units. A limited number of armored and 
mechanized units are ready for possible missions. A 
group of 14 of our Air Force aircraft destroyed the 
a ee Se Coe Cay Ge ae © 


Staff Col. Silahcioglu said that the necessary measures 
have been taken to ensure that the region's people are not 
harmed by the operation. 


Replying to a question, he said that more than 30.000 
personnel are taking part in the operation. 


Replying to another question on the casualty figures of 
the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan], he said: We 
planned on giving out information after certain periods 
of time. We have not yet completed that period. 


Asked about the duration of the operation, Staff Col. 
Silahcioglu said that the duration is not important, that 
what is important is to completely neutralize the terrorist 
elements, and that the operation will continue until that 
aim is achieved. 

Silahcioglu concluded by saying that the operation is 
being carried out in four main regions. 


Karayaicin Interviewed 
TA2003 180795 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[Interview with Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister and 
deputy prime minister, by Ful Ekesen in the Ankara 
studio—live] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] [Ekesen] What is the latest 


tion—I hope I am not taunting the devil. On the other 
hand, we know that there have been casualties on the 


[Ekesen}] Was the United Nations informed of the oper- 
ation beforehand? Was Poised Hammer contacted? Did 
Poised Hammer help in any way? 


[Karayalcin] No, the United Nations was not informed. 
Poised Hammer was alerted early this morning, before 
the operation started. Naturally, we had informed the 
Turkish commander of Poised Harnmer earlier. Also, 
after the operation started, the ambassadors of the 
concerned countries, including the ambassadors of the 
countries that have troops in Poised Hammer, were 
informed of the situation. The Foreign Ministry under 
secretary and deputy under secretaries briefed the 
ambassadors. The Barzani and Talabani forces in 
northern Iraq were also informed at the appropriate 
time. 


{Ekesen] I understand that the prime minister conferred 
with President Clinton. 


[Karayaicin] Yes, she did a little while ago. | conferred 
with the U.S. secretary of state, Mr. Warren Christopher, 
about 10 minutes ago. The prime minister briefed Pres- 
ident Clinton who said that the United States supports 
Turkey's actions agains! terrorism. President Clinton 
asked the prime minister that the civilians not be hurt 
during the operation. | briefed Christopher. He said that 
the United States would like this operation to be 
restricted, geographically and in its duration. The prime 
minister will hold various contacts, and so will I. I will 
confer with my colleagues this evening. | believe that the 
prime minister will confer with certain prime ministers. 


[Ekesen] What is the reaction of the Baghdad govern- 
ment? 


[Karayaicin} The Iraqi ambassador to Ankara was 
informed of the situation. He has expressed his views to 
the news agencies. | am now trying to contact Iraqi 
Foreign Minister al-Sahhaf. He is probably in Amman 
now. He will spend the night in Arman, and he will go 
to Cairo tomorrow. | believe that | will find him in 
Amman late tonight. I will speak with him on the 


telephone. 
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[Ekesen] A similar operation was carried out earlier. Do 
you think the current operation will be the last one? Are 
you discriminating between the Talabani and Barzani 
forces during this operation? 

[Karayalcin] We are not in a confrontation with the 
Barzani or Talabani groups. Our operation is not against 
the civilians, nor against Barzani or Talabani. Our 
targets are the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] camps 
which we know are used as bases in all the attacks against 
Turkey. We do not have any aims beyond that. This is 
one of the greatest operations in our history. It was 
carried out very successfully. We believe that we will get 
definitive results from it. 


‘Unfounded Allegations’ 
7A2003195295 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has denied the allega- 
tions that the Turkish Armed Forces that have entcred 
northern Iraq within the framework of the operation 
being conducted against the PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] have carried out arrests, bombed civilian 
areas, and declared a curfew in the city of Zakho. 


A statement issued by the Foreign Ministry says that 
certain news agencies, quoting Kurdish sources, have 
made certain unfounded allegations. The statement says 
that these reports do not reflect the truth in any way, that 
the Turkish Armed Forces have not harmed any civilians 
in the settlements they have passed through, including 
Zakho, that they have not arrested anyone, that they 
have not bombed any settlements, and that they have not 
declared curfews anywhere. 


Background to Incursion 
NC2103083295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Mar 95 pp 1, A& 


[Report by Rasit Gurdilek] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The two-week truce 
between the warring Iraqi Kurdish parties threatens to 
give way to widespread clashes as the latest Turkish 
mediation effort appears to have failed and Masud 
Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party (K DP) looks bent 
on ending the occupation of Irbil, the provincial capital 
and the seat of local government, by forces of the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 


Turkey, concerned about the inability of the Iraqi Kurds 
to keep the Turkish Kurdish rebels in check because of 
their protracted infighting, has massed troops and armor 
the border in seeming preparations for the 

“annual” crossborder operations, local sources said. 


A new initiative by the Foreign Ministry reportedly 
failed when the KDP did not respond to an invitation to 
send high-level representatives to Ankara for a mecting 
scheduled for last week, insisting on the PUK with- 
drawal from iIrbil before entering negotiations. Local 
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sources said the PUK, headed by Jalal Talabani, had 
readily accepted Turkey's invitation, offering to send its 
top officials, which Turkey would airlift to Ankara 
because the border area is controlled by the KDP. 


Not giving up hope on preventing the outbreak of bloody 
clashes between the top two Iraqi Kurdish parties, 

po me mete well aS oe gh te 
although Iraqi Kurdish sources do not expect any soft- 
ening on the part of the KDP. “Their patience has run 
out (for the evacuation of Irbil) and they do not intend to 
wait much longer,” a source said, expecting the shaky 
truce to be broken soon. 


After sharing power for two years in northern Iraq, made 
a safe haven for the Kurds by the Western powers who 
defeated Saddam Husayn in the Gulf War, the KDP and 
PUK fell out among themselves over the sharing of taxes 
collected from Turkish trucks transporting cheap Iraqi 
diesel, the main source of revenue for the Kurdish self- 
administration. [sentence as published] 


Clashes broke out last May and have intensified since 
December, causing hundreds of military and civilian 
casualties on both sides. The PUK forces expelled the 
K DP peshmerga (guerrilla) units from Irbil, the principal 
Kurdish city in December. Determined to expel the 
PUK from the city, which is the seat of the now- 
paralyzed local parliament and the regional Kurdish 
government, the KDP switched its forces from the 
Dahuk province bordering Turkey to the south, sur- 
rounding Irbil from three sides and leaving open a single 
supply route for the PUK. Unabie to persuade Barzani to 
agree to any peace settlement before meeting the condi- 
tion of evacuating Irbil, Talabani targeted Iraq at the 
start of March in a bid to whip up Kurdish patriotism 
that would pave the way for a rapprochement between 
the two parties. 


The ambitious plan, supported by the Iraqi National 
Congress [INC] that groups anti-Saddam opposition 
parties and led by a former Iraqi general promoted to 
Marshall since then, involves the capture of the Iraqi- 
held oil city of Karkuk by the PUK peshmergas and the 
storming of the refinery town of Mosul by those of the 
KDP. The plan is based on the assumption that the 
Kurdish victories would cause an uprising among the 
Iraqi units and cause the downfall of Saddam through a 
military coup. Kurdish sources said Barzani distanced 
himself to the plan which he found unrealistic in the face 
of the mechanized might of Saddam's intact corps of 
Republican Guards, but said he would stop military 
action against the PUK forces for about two weeks if 
Talabani decided to go ahead with the INC. 


Since then, the PUK forces have engaged in skirmishes 
and artillery duels with the Iraqi forces along the border 
of the Kurdish zone. But the clashes, south of Irbil and 
west of Chamchamal near al-Sulaymaniyah have failed 
to bring in any support from the West, which remained 
cool to a new genera! confrontation with Baghdad. 
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Turkey, which allows a Western air force to patrol the 
Kurdish zone to deter an Iraqi attack, expressed outright 
anger at the PUK and INC shelling of the Iraqi positions. 


ry eg hry ee ee eee 
force Talabani to divide his forces by attacking 


pd med on several fronts. 
Meanwhile, the Turkish troop buildup at different points 


line “with what has now become a pattern.” 


Although both the PUK and KDP give assurances that 
they are trying their best to keep the PKK from opera- 
tions against Turkey, Turkish sources estimate there are 
1,500 to 2,000 hardcore PK.K militants sheltering in 
three main locations across the border: Haftanin in KDP 
territory east of Zakho, Bote near the PUK-held town of 
Rania as well as the Khwakurk valley (PUK) where the 
borders of Iran, Iraq and Turkey converge. The com- 
mander of the Turkish army units met with Barzani and 
his leading aides at the Turkish border town of Silopi on 
March 4. But Turkish sources said a possible military 
incursion had not been discussed. 

Kurdish sources repeated worries of civilian losses if 
Turkish forces attacked and discounted a two-pronged 
attack on the PKK bases by the Turkish troops and Iraqi 
Kurdish groups like the one that took place in 1992. 


Causes, Consequences of Alawite Unrest 
Discussed 


Causes Viewed 


NC2003161595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 14 Mar 95 pp 1, A8& 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Officials, politicians, 
unionists, and human rights activists on Monday [13 
March] uniformly condemned the armed attack that 
prompted the violent Alevi [Alawite] riots in Istanbul 
which they saw as a plot against the unity of the country, 
although they did not elaborate on the possible perpctra- 
tors of the outrage. They also made vain appeals for 
restraint. 


But issuing a joint statement, five separate Alevi culture 
associations called for effective action to prevent the 
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fratricide instead of issuing messages of condolences. 
The Alevi spokesmen blamed the lenient sentences 
issued against the fanatic Muslims who burned down a 
hotel in the central Turkish town of Sivas in July, 1993, 
causing the deaths of 37 writers and intellectuals. 


“There is no doubt that these attacks are directed, 
through the Alevis and progressive intellectuals, against 
the secular and democratic structure of the state,” the 
Alevi spokesmen said. 


Before leaving for a state visit to Pakistan, President 
Suleyman Demirel said it was for the state forces to 
apprehend the terrorists and independent courts to try 
and punish them. “Falling for certain provocations to 
attack the security forces or police posts serves no 
purpose,” Demirel said, referring to the skirmishes 
between the angry mobs of Alevi rioters and the police. 


Demirel put part of the blame on the coverage given by 
some private TV stations to the incidents. Taking an 
apparent cue, the government-controlled Supreme 
Radio and Television Board announced disciplinary 
measures against Kanal D and HBB private TV stations 
for their coverage of the events “which were deemed as 
fuelling hatred among the people.” 


Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, calling her cabinet into an 
emergency meeting Monday afternoon, said she did not 
expect “that citizens with common sense would allow 
themselves to be led astray by such provocations aimed 
at disrupting the unity of the nation and causing fratri- 
cida! strife. 

“As Alevis, Sunnis, Turks and Kurds, we have been 
living together in this country for centuries,” Ciller said. 
“We are determined to preserve this mosaic, this cultural 
wealth for eternity; No one has the nght or power to 
disrupt this, no one can interfere with anybody's 
freedom of faith and worship. As the government, we 
will never allow that,” the prime minister added. 


Parliament speaker and acting president Husamettin 
Cindoruk described the attacks as “savage” and part of a 
“planned campaign directed against the secular state.” 


Racial and sectarian discrimination is an anachronism. 
The secular republic is threatened; let us not fall into this 
trap,” Cindoruk warned. 


President Rauf Denktas of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), on a visit to Turkey, blamed 
provocateurs for instigating the riots, adding that they 
had long experience of such tactics in Cyprus. He said 
the Turkish Cypriots were even more sensitive to the 
developments endangering the peace and unity of 
Turkey, “Because, if they manage to divide Turkey, we 
all will be left without a fatherland.” 


Mesut Yiimaz, leader of the main opposition Mother- 
land Party (ANAP), partly blamed the government for 
the incident. “One has to make a correct diagnosis of 
these incidents. It is the economic difficulties which are 
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the underlying cause of the social tensions, and it is the 


incompetence of the government which is the cause of 
the economic difficulties,” Yilmaz said. 


Incidents Explained 
NC2103041595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 15 Mar 95 pp i, A8 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—As a tense truce pre- 
vailed on Tuesday [14 March] in Alevi [Alawite] districts 
of istanbul put under curfew following bloody riots. the 
unrest spread to Ankara while the police and govern- 
ment officials drew accusations of incompetence. 


Several thousand demonstrators clashed with the police 
who prevented them from marching to the Interior 
Ministry to lay a black wreath protesting the Istanbul 
incidents. 


The clashes occurred when the demonstrators, 
responding to a joint call from the “Ankara Democracy 
Platform™ grouping of several human rights groups, 
writers’ associations, and unions, wanted to break 
through the police barricades in downtown Ankara. 


Chanting left-wing slogans, the demonstrators accused 
the secret police, popularly dubbed “counter-guerrillas,” 
and the “Hizballah” Muslim extremists of being behind 
the attacks. Police used clubs, police dogs and water 
cannons to disperse the mostly lefi-wing rioters who 
fought back with clubs and pieces of metal torn from 
billboards. The rioters dispersed after the police drove 
armored cars at them. Unlike the previous incidents in 
istanbul, the police refrained from using firearms. Sev- 
eral people were injured and police detained dozens of 
demonstrators. The detained reportedly included trade 
union officials. 


Quoting Ankara Governor Erdogan Sahinoglu, the 
ANATOLIA news agency said 17 policemen, including 
two senior officers, and 13 civilians were slightly injured. 


But officials of the Human Rights Association said the 
number of injured was much higher. 


A more peaceful demonstration was held in Izmir where 
the police cordoned off the city’s main plaza and 
searched the demonstrators for arms to prevent violence. 


But a fire bomb was discovered at the local True Path 
Party (DYP) office and the police later detained a group 
of 30 people found carrying four other fire bombs. 


The bloody Istanbul events continued to be the object of 
conflicting statements from politicians. 


Addressing -her True Path Party (DYP) deputies in the 
Parliament, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller pledged that 
the perpetrators of Sunday night's serial attacks would be 
caught and “exposed to the public.” The attacks had 
killed an old man in the coffee houses they sprayed with 
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bullets from a speeding car and injured many others. The 
driver of the car they had commandeered was found later 
stabbed to death. 


Ciller said 15 people were killed and 194 people were 
injured next day in clashes between the security forces 
and rioters during the funeral for the victims of the 
attacks. 


The ANATOLIA news agency later gave the toll as 16 
dead. | 


The wounded included six soldiers and 28 policemen, 
the Prime Minister disclosed. Seeing the attacks and the 
strife it triggered as a plot, Ciller said the fact that the 
incidents occurred just after the conclusion of a customs 
union accord with the EU could not be seen as a mere 
“The state is fully in control throughout the country,” 
Ciller said. 

Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said the police heeded 
the officials’ calls not to fire, his statement coming in 
stark contrast with scenes from TV footage, press pho- 
tographs and witness reports. 

Mentese dwelt heavily on the fact that some 500 people 
had assembled just 10 minutes after the attacks to march 
on the nearest police station, to back his theory of a piot 
hatched by foreign powers. 

He said the demonsirators burned 97 shops and cars on 
the night of the attacks. But opposition Motherland 
Party (ANAP) spokesman Mehmet Kececiler put the 
blame on Mentese and called for his resignation. 


Chairman Hikmet Cetin of the Republican People's 
Party (CHP), preparing to extend the government part- 
nership with Ciller’s DYP, also strongly criticized the 
conduct of the security forces, whose intervention, he 
said caused the death toll to rise steeply the day after the 
initial attacks. 

“One must ask why the people do not trust the security 
forces in these kinds of incidents,” the social democrat 
leader noted, adding that the gravity of the incidents 
showed how justified his party's calls for a new govern- 
ment were. 


“This is not something that can be corrected by the 
goodwill of a minister or his replacernent,” Cetin said. 
The CHP leader, however, dropped his insistence for a 
new government Monday night to pave the way for the 
extension of coalition alignment with Ciller. He shared 
the common view that the attacks were a provocation 
aimed at igniting sectarian strife. 

Mustafa Timisi, a deputy chairman of the CHP and a 
leading Alevi politician, also had harsh words for the 
security forces and did not rule out a motion for parlia- 
mentary inquiry. Timisi said the district picked for the 
attacks mainly harbored (Kurdish) Alevi residents 
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coming from the eastern and southeastern provinces and 
said its choice for the attack pointed to a “sinister plot.” 
He blamed “reactionary forces opposed to the integrity 
of the country, its democracy and secular system” for the 
attacks. Some of Cillex’s closest parliamentary aides also 
lambasted the conduct of the security forces and called 
for the dismissal of Istanbul Governor Hayri Kozak- 
and Police Chief Necdet Menzir for incompe- 
the 


the long delay in the arrival of the police forces at 

scene of the attacks and the mounting death toll on 
Monday after the police were on the scene in force, 
“These have clearly shown that the police are utterly 


government’s future and political instability which pro- 
vided a suitable climate for such provocations. He said a 
plot to create sectarian strife was now being tried after 
the former plots to fuel ethnic divisions. 


“Next step will be the instigation of clashes between 
secularists and anti-secularists,” the Islamist politician 

counselling toleration as the means to defeat 
such plots. 


Chairman Alpasian Turkes of tie ultra-rightist Nation- 
alist Movement Party (MHP) identified a foreign plot 
and pointed his finger at Greece which, he said, was 
harboring the terrorists of the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) and other left-wing extremist 
groups. 


He urged the Turkish authorities to appeal to the United 
Nations and other international organizations against 
this country. 


As for the radical left, the culprit was “U.S. imperial- 
ism,” with Dogu Perincek, the leader of the Workers’ 
Party accusing the Muslim fanatic groups allegedly 
backed by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for 
the provocation aimed at destabilizing the country. 


Linked to Unemployment, ‘Foreign Powers’ 
NC2103071495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 18 Mar 95 p A4 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Bayram Meral, pres- 
ident of the Confederation of Turkish Labor Unions 
(Turk-Is) said on Friday [17 March} that social unrest 
has increased due to unemployment and poverty and 
that Turkey had become more sensitive towards internal 
and external provocations. 


Meral was speaking during the meeting of the Tur<-Is 
executive board which convened in Canakkale. Pointing 
out that Turkey had been living through its biggest 
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economic and social crisis since the republican era, 
Meral said some external and internal powers were 
preventing democratic unification by causing conflict. 
He said that the incidents in Istanbul's Gazi district were 
a plan by the foreign powers who wanted Turkey to 
develop interna! conflicts. He urged the people to act 
calmly and with commonsense and for the security 
forces to act with tolerance towards the natural reactions 
of the people who lived in pain. “The real target of the 
attacks is democracy and Turkey's territorial integrity,” 
Meral said. 

Noting that practices such as layoffs and compulsory 
retirement still continued, Meral said, “People are suf- 
fering from inflation and unemployment. As our prob- 
lems increase every day, the government has turned a 
deaf ear to pcopie’s demands and it is trying to apply the 
instructions of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank.” 


Expressing that Turkey's sealing off a customs union 
with Europe was a very important development, Meral 
said he and his colleagues would continue their efforts 
towards implementing in Turkey the union rights, 
freedom and the wage system in EU countries. He added 
that the government should fulfill its pledges by solving 
Turkey's internal problems. 


The Turk-is board meeting will last for two days where 
topics such as collective bargaining agreements will be 
discussed. Meanwhile, a report presented to the Turk-is 
Public Coordination Board said that the wages of the 
public employees should be raised to match the rate of 
inflation. Noting that a total of 761,543 public workers 
awaited the outcome of the collective bargaining agree- 
ments, the report said that the new wages would be 
backdated to Jan. | or March | if agreed by the govern- 
ment and labor representatives. Citing figures from the 
State Institute of Statistics, the report said consumer 
prices had quadrupled since the 1993 collective bar- 
gaining agreements. 


Athens Demarche Issued 


NC2103080095 Ankara TURKISH] DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Mar 95 pp 1, A8 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Reacting angrily to 
press reports on Greek involvement in recent violent 
events, Athens handed Turkey a demarche asking for 
clarification of remarks that Greece was involved in the 
riots by Alevis [Alawites] following an armed attack on 
Alevi coffee houses in Istanbul's Gaziosmanpasa district 
on Sunday [!2 March]. 


A senior diplomat from the Greek embassy in Ankara 
paid a visit to Turkish Foreign Ministry to present a 
demarche over the remarks in the media attributed to 
several Turkish politicians. In the demarche, Greece 
expressed “disappointment™ over the Turkish state- 
ments which intended to make Greece a scapegoat for 
Turkey's domestic problems. 





Asked whether Turkey had confronted Greece with 
rumors of its involvement, a spokesman for the ministry 
said that there had been no such move by Turkey. 


In Athens, the spokesman for the Greek Minisiry of 
ca eee Seenas Meee cee ot 8 peas 
briefing on Thursday that Turkey had tried to put the 
blame for its domestic problems on Greece also in the 


ment spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said, “that Turkey 


eign provocations” behind the attack on Alevi coffee 
Soumn and the eobenquent rioting ox “strange and unac- 


Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, following the two hour 
internal meeting on Wednesday, claimed that 
the country was faced with a foreign conspiracy that took 
in the full spectrum of extremism in Turkey stretching 
from the far right to the far left. 


She maintained however that this conspiracy had failed 

because the state had been in control of events 

throughout. Ciller said this conspiracy was aimed at 

disrupting the bright future that had appeared in front of 
that 
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Ciller made no reference to Greece in her remarks about 
outside interference in the events that followed Sunday's 
attack on Alevis in Istanbul's Gaziosmanpasa district. 
Despite this leading dailies on Thursday carried banner 
headlines accusing Greece of being behind these devel- 
opments some arguing there were “documents to prove 
this” although not producing any proof. 
Analysts are speculating that Greece's name was leaked 
to the press by government sources possibly as a diver- 
sionary tactic. 
They say this is the explanation for the concerted 
manner in which Greece was accused in the Turkish 
media on Thursday in which almost similar words were 
used against Athens. 

‘Tactless’ Accusations Against Greece 
NC2103085495 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 17 Mar 95 
pio 


{Column by Mehmet Ali Birand: “It Is Time for the 
Government To Resign” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] 


nit 
STH 
He 
Ha 
HEH. 
CHUTE 


NC2103042195 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Mar 95 pp 1, A8 


[Editorial by linur Cevik: “The Scapegoats™) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] We Turks seem to be cham- 
pions at finding scapegoats for our problems. Whenever 
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So once again we are talking about an international plot 
to destabilize us. Government sources say the “forcign 
forces” which are at work against Turkey feel that as our 
country has entered the European customs union, it will 
become stronger and these forces are trying to prevent 
that by destabilizing the country... 

li seems those who make these allegations do not realize 
the implications of their accusations. ~ 

Don't they realize that they are insulting the Turkish 
a oe 
by foreign forces? 

Seesie thie en can manipulate 
us, sooner or later some people will think we have no 
self-confidence and may even try to exploit this situa- 
tion. We do not have to seek any foreign alibis for our 
ills. We have 20 million Alevites [Alawites}] in Turkey 
who are dissatisfied and want a better deal as taxpaying 
citizens of the republic. For some time these people have 
been harassed and deeply frustrated. All the elements for 
a social explosion were there and it only needed a small 
spark. That spark came on Sunday and we suffcred 
bic odshed. 

Now, we the people of Turkey, have to pick up the picces 
and make a fresh start. For days we have been com- 
menting about the mistakes of the authorities. We have 
too many culprits at home so who needs to point the 
finger abroad? 


Government's Handling Criticized 


NC2003163195 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 14 Mar 95 pp 1, A8& 


{Editorial by Inur Cevik: “Crisis of Trust”) 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The events in Istanbul are 
shocking. As we have been warning for a very long time 
it only needed a spark to ignite a whole district in flames 
and create a bloodbath. 


A handful of traitors exploited this volatile situation 
among the Alevis [Alawites] in Istanbul by attacking 
their coffee houses on Sunday [12 March] night and 
unleashing a string of bloody events which continued 
well into Monday. 


The police could not control the incidents which got out 
of hand on Monday and turned into battles between the 
people and the security forces. Many died and dozens 
were wounded. Why did all this happen? Why did the 
people turn against the security forces. 


The answer is simple: The people no longer trust those 
who are running the country. 


In July 1993 a group of rioting fundamentalists attacked 
a hotel where Alevis were staying in Sivas and killed 37 
people. Later some of those responsible were arrested 
lenient and protested that there had been gross injustice. 
But that was not all. The people also realized that cabinet 
officials were also negligent and that the interior minister 
as well as other ministers should have resigned for failing 
to halt the Sivas massacre despite having ample time to 
do this. Instead the government fired the undersecretary 
of the interior, the security department chief as well as 
the police chief and governor of Sivas... 


The people realized their own administrators were 
incompetent. On Sunday night when the incidents in 
Istanbul were known in Ankara the government should 
have called for an emergency meeting of the cabinet and 
evaluated the situation. But that did not happen. On the 
contrary the incidents continued throughout Monday 
and only in the afternoon was the cabinet called in for an 
“emergency” session, after 11 people had died and 
scores of others were wounded... This is negligence in its 
worst form. This is the government which has created 
the conditions where murderers can create havoc by 
pitting Alevis against the police. We know the prime 
minister is unaware of the realities of the country and 
acts most of the time like “Alice in Wonderland.” But at 
least the president should have been aware of the immi- 
nent crisis and should have intervened. Yet he chose to 
voice his deep concern about the incidents Monday 
morning before departing on an official visit to Paki- 


Thus we were left in incompetent hands. Now the best 
we can hope for is for the president to realize the crisis 
the country is being dragged into and return home ti: 
intervene....It is no good telling the people to disregard 
provocations when they do not believe you can bring 
justice. This is the crisis of confidence we face today. 
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Ciller in Position To Gain 


NC2103065995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Mar 95 p B2 


{Commentary by Ugur Akinci in the “Opinion” column: 
“Alevi Unrest Can Play Into Ciller’s Hands”] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} After Turkey signed the cus- 
toms union agreement with the European Union (EU) on 
March 6, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s stock rose, not 
ay S Sam, Sat Se Sea 68 oe, Se Se 

State Department welcomed the agreement, and implied 
that it was time Turkey started to act like a true member 
of the “Western Club” now that it is one step closer to 
the EU. Holbrooke went so far as to suggest that the 
then groups of Alevis [Alawites] began noting following 
the strafing of local coffee houses in Istanbul during 
which two people were killed and several were wounded. 
Ciller is still riding the wave of goodwill created by the 
customs agreement and the speech she gave on March 
14, as far as the State Department is concerned. A State 
went so far as to say that the 
nots that caused the death of over 20 people in different 


Sta ac Caton somomenice sa 


beg Sy dy 


Alevi historian as saying that “the potential for worse 
sunni-Alevi clashes is growing.” Ten days later 
broke loose and many Turks started 
“synchronization” involved between the W 
article and the Alevi unrest which led to clashes with 
police. 

Some dailies like THE WASHINGTON POST reported 
the events as another case of “police brutality.” “Police 
killed 16 in Turkey” was a typical headline. 


Television coverage did not share the State Depart- 
ment’s optimistic evolutionary perspective either. CNN 
was among the first to report the clashes in Istanbul, “the 
capital of Turkey” (sic). Alevis were presented as “mod- 
erate Muslims” although the video clips were jammed 
with throngs of blue jeaned young males rioting. The 
other side were “radical Muslims,” as presented on most 
channels. CBS and NBC evening news covered the 
events on their March 14 broadcast. 


NBC news repeated the story on the evening of March 
15, this time complete with maps of Turkey and the 
Middle East to educate the viewers. The map of Turkey 
did not include Hatay but such mistakes are pretty much 
the norm as far as the American-made maps are con- 
cerned. TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS] reported 


cfs 
a 
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tone of Brokaw's evaluation. “I don't like what I see but 
we are nowhere near where Iran was a decade ago,” Haas 
said and added that Turks had to make tough “economic 
and political choices to survive.” Philip Robins, another 
Turkish scholar consulted on the air, warned that events 


“faili mechul cinayetler™ as it is known in Turkish. Since 
the killers are never caught it is hard to say who kills and 
for what purpose. The term “mystery murders” pretty 
sums up the tragedy of statesmanship in Turkey 

term 


Se diateatel immediately as well to avoid further 
explosions,” he said. 


He stressed that the Turkish government must establish 
“sophisticated control” over the events, and not just try 


rights. So the Alevi reaction must be evaluated from that 
perspective and it should not be seen as a ‘provocation of 
external forces,’ as it is commonly referred to.” 


Despite their heavy toil on the peace of Turkish society 
and the potential for serous escalation, the recent con- 

probably play into Prime Minister Ciller's 
more ways that one. [as published] First, the 


will 
in 
the Western press keeps beating the ‘“fundamen- 
are coming!” drum, the casier it will be for Ciller 
to present herself as the “only alternative” against 
pe gee 


“another Iran.” That was precisely the 
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Secondly, the riots will also position her as a leader who 
has the difficult task of guiding the transformation to a 
“modern democracy,” as portrayed by the State Depart- 
ment. And thirdly, the “men on horseback” will prob- 
ably again show up on the stage, at least to administer 
martial law in major cities until the worst blows over. As 
the candidate of the military, Ciller will probably have a 
much easier time in handling Cetin and the new coali- 
tion—and even a minority government if the new coali- 
ees Se as ee ay ae Se 


Istanbul Incidents, Alawites Viewed 


NC2003173995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 14 Mar 95 pp 1, A& 


[“Analysis” by Metin Demirsar] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—The deadly effective- 
ness of the act of provocation against Alevis [Alawites] in 
istanbul and the explosive reaction it has sparked has 
taken the government by surprise and stunned a nation, 
fearing new divisions and violence after 


those caused by the right-left strife of the 1970s and a 
bloody, ethnic-motivated conflict of later years. 


It was the third such violent attack in Turkey involving 
Alevis in the past two years, recalling the sectarian 
fighting and political feuding between the left and right 
that rocked Turkey in the 1970s and ended in 1980 with 
the Turkish Republic's third military takeover. 


More than 5,000 people were killed in the two years 
leading up to the September 12, 1980 coup. 


In the most recent violence involving Alevis Islamic 
fundamentalists rioted and burned down a hotel in the 
central Turkish town of Sivas in July of 1993 during an 


studio. imated 15 million Alevis live in 
en ey Se eae ae, Some of 
Alevis are unlike their 
Saito continents ta tan, 


Because they have been in minority for centunes in the 
Sunni dominated Ottoman empire and then in Turkey. 
the Alevis have traditionally rebelled against the 
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Incidentally, the Sivas incidents in which 37 intellectuals 
were burned in a hotel by a frenzied Muslim fanatic mob 
were sparked by a conference to commemorate Pir 
Sultan Abdal. 

Like Iran's Shittes, the Alevis see themselves as followers 
of “Ali, one of the four aposties of “Caliphs” who 
succeeded Muslim Prophet Muhammad as spreaders of 
the faith who, they think had been passed over in the 
order of succession, and mourn the murder of his son 
Husayn in Karbala’, now in Iraq, by later-<day Sunni 
Caliphs. 

Analysts say the Turks who followed the early Sunni 
colonizers of Anatolia in later waves, embraced Alevi 
faith because of ‘Ali's hero-image fitting their traditions, 
and their reluctance to part with their “tribal democ- 
racy” in the face of the pressures of the Sunni Ottoman 
court to tie them to land and tax them. 


Hence, despite their links, the Alevi sect have little 
resemblance with the sombre and strait-laced Shiism of 
Iran which upholds austere values and total immersion 
in prayer and mediation as well as the delegation of 
women to an inferior role in the society—shared partly 
by the Sunni orthodoxy. 

The Alevis, like the Shiites beat themselves with chains 
to mourn Husayn’s murder, but otherwise their practices 
and customs are a world apart. 
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Contrary to the preaching of Sunni fundamentalists, they 
do not encourage the physical separation of the sexes and 


gence in incest, a slander with which they had to live 
with for centuries. 


But in recent years, they have been seen becoming ever 
Sit aaiilian Ry Mcleteaiindan an and dieadeoe ond 
efforts to assert their rights, seen in explosive reaction to 
provocations. Many explain this with rising concern 
about the return of sectarian oppression parallel to the 
political gains scored by the pro-Islamic Welfare Party in 
recent elections. 


tring Alnvi fails on equal froting wlth the Suns in the 
public eye. 
Demirel last year attended the commemoration of Haci 


Bektas Veli, another Alevi philosopher at the central 
Anatolian town of the same name. 


The government, meanwhile, actively opposed the 
efforts of the pro-Isiamist Istanbul mayor to shut down 
the communal center of the Alevis. 


Alvis rarely attend mosques, preferring to hold their 
religious services in their own prayer halls. They are 
known as political liberals, often espousing lefi-wing 
causes though they are known to be strong supporters of 
Kemal Ataturk, founder and first president of the 
Turkish Republic, and staunch secularist. 


Alevis are permitted to drink alcoholic beverages, much 
to the disdain of more conservative Turkish Muslims, 
whose wrath they have incurred over the centuries. 


The Alevis, whose voters are courted by different polit- 
ical parties, are said to want to organize their own 
political party to contest elections. 
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